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preached (that is, the Subſtance of 
Ft at the Morning Le cture at Bednal 
Green, the former, 4g. 13. the other Aug. 
21, 1712. The latter of them I was much 
importuned to Publiſh by divers that heard 
it; which yet I then had no Thoughts at all 
of doing, becauſe in divers Practical Treati- 
ſes, we have excellent Directions given of 
the fame Nature and Tendency, by bet- 
ter Hands than mine. But upon Second 
Thoughts I conſidered, that both thoſe Set- 
ons of beginning and [pending the Day with, 
Goo, put together, might perhaps be of 
ſome Uſe to thoſe into whoſe Hands thoſe 
larger Treatiſes do not fall. And the Truth. 
1s, T he Subject of them is of ſuch a Nature, 
that if toy? may be of any Uſe, they may be 
of general arid taſting Uſe ; whereupon J en- 
tertained the Thought of writing them over, 
with very large Additions throughout, as 
Gov ſhould enable me, for the Preſs. Com- 
municating this Thought to ſome of my 
Friends, they very much encouraged me 
to proceed in it, but adviſed me to add a 
Third Diſcourſe of Clofing the Day with Gov, 
A 2 which 


R E. AD E R. 


HE Two F irſt of theſe Diſcourſes was- 
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Which 1 ber. We took for my Subject at 


an Evening Lecture, Sept. g, and have like- 
wiſe much enlarged and altered that. And 


ſo this came to be what it is. 


1 am not without Hopes, that ſomething 


may hereby be contributed among plain 
People, by the Bleſſing of Goo upon the 
9 Dödegsöuf, and the working of his Grace, 
Vith it, to the promoting of ſerious Godli- 


nels. which. is the Thing I aim at. And 


yet 1. confeſs 1 had not publiſhed it, but 
defigning it for a Prelent io my dearly be- 


lived Friends in the Country, whom! bave 


: ately been rent from. 


And to them with the 600 tender Aﬀecs 
tion and moſt ſincere relpetts TI Dedicate it, 


as a Teſtimony. of my abiding Concern for 5 
their Pirkual V Velfare; hoping and praying, 


that their F may be in every Thing 
becomes the Goſpel F Cnnnsr, that whether 
J come and, {ee them, or elſe be abſent, I may 
leur Comfortably of their A Fairs, that they 


flank faſt in ons Spirit with one Mind, ahi 


. for the Fauh 75 the Goſpel, | 
Jam 


Their Cordial and Aﬀebilonata | 
Well wither, | 
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GO» D. 


S A . NMI V. 11. 
us Voice ſhalt Thou hear in the Morning. 0 


Lords, in the- Morning will I direct my Prager” 


unto Thee, and wal look. 2 


8 


Yours would think it a rule Oueſtion, if LA 
thould aft you, and yet I mult intreat you ſeriouſly” 
_t-afe e e nat brings you huther ſo early 
this, rning #. And what 25 Hour be kt lere? 
| Whanuves we are attending on GoD en Holy Or- 
dinances {nay, Wherever we are) we ſhould be able 
to give a good Anſwer to the Queſtion which GoD 
put to the. Prophet, What doeft thou here Eltgah® 
As when ve return ron 2 Ordinances, we - 
ihould be able to give. a good - Anſwer to the 


Queltion, which CnRIsT put to thoſe that at- 
Ag, tende 
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was a Meeting for Prayer, at the time when the 
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tended on er Baptiſt's Miniſtry, What went ye 
out into the Wilderneſs to fee ? 

It is ſuprizing to fee ſo many got together here; 
ſurely the Fields are white unto the Haruei; and 1 
am willing to hope, it is not meerly for x Wa! 
this A ant Morning, that you are come hithęr; 
or for Cur:ofity, becauſe the Morning Lecture was 
never kere before; that it is not for Company, or 
to meet your Friends here, but that you are come 
with a pious Deſign to give Glory to Gob, and to 


receive Grace from him, and in both to keep vp your 


Communion with him. And if you aſk vs that are 
Miniſters, what our Buſineſs is, we hope we can 
truly ſay, it i ſas-GoD {hall enable us). to aſſiſt ey 
further you herein.  Comeſt thin bearceably ? Sai 
the Elders of Bethi&em to $omutt; and fo perhaps 
you will ſay to us: to Which we anſwer, as the 
Prophet did,  Peaccatiy, we come to Sacrzfice unts 
the Lord, and invite you tb the Sacrifice. | 
While the Lecture continues with you, you 
Have an Opportunity of more than doubling your 
Morning Deuotionc; beſides ydur worthiping of 
GoD in Secret, and in your Families, which this 
muſt mr perfect, or juſtle out, you here tall upon 
Gop's Name in the ſolemn Aſſembly; and it is 
as much your Buſineſs in all ſuch Exerciſes to pray 
4 Prayer together, as it is to here a Sermon; and 
Lai. the Original of the Morning Exerciſe 


Nation was groatiing under the dreadful deſolating 
udgmem of a Civil War. Von have ao an 
IFpyortunity of converfing with the Word of 

GoD; you have Precept upon Precept, and Line 
Ab Line. O that as the Opportunity wakerty you. 
Morning by Morning, ſo po the Prophet yu 
your Ears may be tal ened to Hiegr as the Larne 


Þ 4 But 


% 


Vfb to Begin tie Day with Cd. 


- But this is not all; we deſire that ſuch Impre ſſi- 
ons may be made upon you-r-by this Cluſter of 
Opportunities, as yon may always ahide under the 
Influence of; chat this Morning Lecture may leave 
yon better diſpoſed to Morteng Worſhip ever aſter; 
that theſe frequent Als of Devotion may ſo con- 
firm the. 22 of it, as that from henceforward 

dur daily Worſhip may become more ea, and 
II may 0 ſay, in a manner natural to you. 


* 


you Holy David's Example in the Text, who hav« 


For your Help herein, I would n 


ing refolved in general, u. a, that he would a- 


bound in the Duty of Prayer, and abide by it, 
unto Thee will I pray; here fixeth one proper. Time 
for it, and that is the Morning id Voice fhatt' 
Non bear in mne Morning ; _ in the Morning 
only, David ſolemnly addreſled himſelſ to the Duty 
of Prayer three Times « Day, as Daniel did; Morne 


and Evening, and at Noon wall 1 pray, and cry 
444 Plate 53. 1. Nay, he Sew. not —_ 


that enough, but {even Times a Day will I | 
Iker. Pfalm v_ my But 1 in the 
Morning. Ae eee 96 $138 wen 


_ Do. iT is our Wiſdom and pay, to o begin tue. 
ry _ wh GOD. 


Lei us obſerve i in the Text. 


1. The Good Wotk afelf iat we're de d 


Gob muſt ear our Voice, we muſt dove? on our or Pray 
er t6 bim, and we mult loo up. 

2. The ſpecial Time appointed, ay obſerved: 
for the dense of this Good Work; and that 3s. 
zn the Mornino, and again in te. Morniag, that is, 
every Morning, as daly a as the 9 comes. 
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But which the Goſpel of 


| Go D. 


8 po. Ei lo Bein u. B with God. 


For | the firſt, the Good: Work which by: FOR 
Example of David” we are here taught to do, is in- 
one Word to pray; a Duty diclated by the. Light 
and Law of Nature, which eee and hath: 
ſpeaks, loud not a. Peop plc fea 4 their GOD? 

HRIST: gives us much 
better Inſtruttcons 40 and Encouragements to, than 
any that Nature ſurniſheth us with, for it tells us. 


ut we muſt pray. for,” in who/e: Name we muſt 


fray, and by whoſec HAſſiſlance, and invites us to 


come boldly to the Throne of. Grace, and to enter 


into the Holieſt by the Blood of REsUSs. This Work 
we are to do: not on the ruing only, but at + 
other Times, at all Times; we read of preaching + 
the Word ont of* Sea/on, but we do not read of 
pray in jm Seaſon, ſor that is never out of Sea- 
ſon, The Throne of Grace is aways open, and 


bumble Supplicants are always Welcome, and can- 
not come unſeaſonabiy. 


But let us Tee how David here expreſerh hike 


| _ reſolution to abide by this Duty, 
1. My Voice fhalt Thou hear. . Two ways David. 1 


may . be underſtood. Either, | 
1. As pr — omiſing humſelf a gracious Acceptance with : 
lea fault, i. e. Thou wilt. hear my Voice, 
when in the 7 pong I direct my Prayer to. Thee ;; 
ſo it is the Language of his Faith, grounded upon 
Gop's Promiſe, that his Ear ſhall be always open 
to his Peoples Cry. He had prayed, v. ue ear 
10 — 45 ords, O-LORD ; and v. 2, be unto 


| the Voice of. my Cry; and here he. receives an An- 


ſwer to that rayer, 1hour wilt hear, I doubt not. 


but Theu wilt; and, tho' I have not preſently a 


rant of the Thing I prayed for, yet I am ſure my 
8 is heard, is accepted, and comes up for a: 
Memorial as the Prayer of Cornelius did; it is, 
"= "Or the File, and {ball not be lorgotten. It: 


K S Ma 23 . 


— . 


J 


we look ':nward, and can ſay by Experience that 
God hath prepared our Heart, we may look up- 
dard. may look ' forward, and ſay with Confidenge 
that he will cauſe his Ear ts hows, 

We may be ſure of this, and we mul pray in the 
AJurance of it, in a full Aſſurance of his Faith,” 


that wherever Gon fins a praying + Heart, he 


ill be found a Prayer- hearing Gos; tho? the 


Voice of Prayer be a /ow Voice, a: Wen Voice, 
vet if it comes from an upright Heart, ic is a 
Voice that G0 D will hear, that he will hear with 
1 i /as Delli, auck that he will return 

a gvaciohe Anſwer to; he hath. Ar Prayers, 
tie lvatly en thy Tears, When therefore we Rand 
praying, this Ground we muſt. and upon, this 
Principle. we muſt fand fo, nothing dobbting, 
nothing wavering, that whatever we aſk of GO 
28: 4 Father, in te Num of Fx Sus CuRrisPT the 


| Mediator, according"to the IU} of Gow revealed 


in the Scripture; it "fhall be granted us either in 
tend Or tindneys ; forthe Promiſe is, John xvi. 29, 


and the Truth of it is ſealed to 
Experienee of the Saints in all Ages, ever ſince 


Men began to call upon 


ye me in vain, and he will not begin now. When 


we come” to GOD by Prayer, if we come aright 


we may be confident of this, that notwithſtandiag 
the Diſtance between Heaven and Earth, and our 
great Unworthineſs to have any Notice taken of 


us, or any Favor ſhewed us; yet Gop doth: Lear 
our oct. and will not turn _— our FRO r 


hits Merey. Or, + 


2. It is rather to de mie: as deu 5 promiſe | 


ing GoD a conflant Attendance on him, in the Ways 
he has appointed, My Voce ſhalt Thou hear, 


i. e. 3. will uu to Thee; omg Thou haſt in- 


chned 


the concurring 


the Name of the Lon D, that 
Ficab's Gon never yet ſaid to "Facod's Seed. S 
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cine thine Zur unto me many a time, therefose 
J have taken up a Reſolution: to call upon Thee at 
all Times, even to the End of my Time. Not a 
Day ſhall paſs, but Thou ſhalt be ſure to hear from- 
we, Not that he Voce is the: Thing that GO 
7r29ards, as they ſeemed to think, who in Prayer. 
made their Vorce to be heard on high,. Ua. lviii. 4. 
Hannah prayed and prevailed, when her Voice was: 
not heara ;. but it is the:[oice of the Heart that is 
here meant; God ſaith to Mo/es, Wherefore cryefe- 
lou unto me when we do not find that he ſaid one 
Word, Exod. xiv. 15» Praying is lifting up the 
Soul to GoD, and Py out he Heart before. 
dim; yet as far as the exprefling of the Devout. 
Aﬀections of the heart by Words may be of uſe to 
Hix the Thoughts, and to excite and quicken the 
Jefires, tis good to draw near to GOD,. not * 
with a pure + "aa but with an humble Voite; ſo 
muſt we render ile Lalces Maur Lips. 
However, God underſfands the Language of the 
Heart, and that's the Language in which we muſt. 
Heal to GOD; David prays here, v. 1. Not only. 
grve Far to my Words, but conſider my Meditation, 
and Pſalm xix 14. Iet the Words of. my Mouth,, 
proceeding from the Meditation of. my Heart, le 
© acceptable n thy. Stglit. 1 50 
This Teber oe we have to do in every Prayer, 
we muſt 1 to GOD; ve muſt write lo him; we; 
fay we hear from a Friend whom we receive a: 
Letter from; we muſt ſee to it that COD fear 
from us daily, [ag 
1. He expects and. requires it. Tho' he has no. 
need of us or our Services, nor can he be benefited, 
them, yet he has obliged us. io offer the. Sac riſice 
of Prayer and Praiſe to lum continually, - 221 


. t. Thus 


I. Thus he will keep vp his Authority over us 
and keep us continually n mind of our Subjection 
to him, which we are apt to forget. He requires 
that. by Prayer we ſolemnly pay our Homage to 
nim, and give Honour to his Name, that by this 
AF and Deed of our own, thus frequently repeated, 
we may ſtrengthen. the Obligations we lie under 
to obJerve his Statutes and keep has Laws, and be 
more and more ſenſible of the weight of them. 
He is thy LoRD, and worſhup thou * that by 
frequent humble Adorations of his Perfections, 
thou mayeſt make a conſtant humble Compliance 
with his Will the more eaſy to thee. By doing 
Ober/ance, we are learning Obedience. 
2. Thus He will teſtify his Love and LM e 
towards us. It would have been an abundant Evi- 
dence of his Concern /or us, and his Goodneſs to us, 
if he had only laid, Let me hear from you as often as 
there is Occaſion; call upoh me in the Iime of Trou- 
lle or Want, and that is enough; but to ſhew his 
Complacency in us, as à Father doth his Aﬀettion 
i6 his Child when be is ſending him abroad, he 
gives us this Charge, Let pe hear from you every 
Day, by every Poſt, though. you have no particular 
Bu/ineſs; which ſhews, that the Prayer. v. the Up- 
Tight, is lis Delight; it is Muſick in his Ears; 
CaRIsT ſaith to hes Dove, let me ee thy Countenance, 
tet me hear thy Fowe, tor /weet 15 thy Voice, and thy 
Countenance is comely, Cant. ii. 14. And it is to 
the Sponle the Church that Ca RISGH ſpeaks in the 
Cloſe of the Song of Songs, O thou that dwelleſt in 
the Gardens (in the Original it is Feminine) 245 
Compamons 'hearken to thy Voice, cauſe me to hear 
2. What a ſhame is this to us, that GoD is more 
willing to be prayed to, and more ready to hear 
Prayer, than we are to pray. 2 Ee; | 
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232 How to Begin die Day with God. 
2. We have ſomething 4% Jay to God every Day. 


Many are not ſenſible of this, and it is cheir Sin 
and Miſery; they live without Go in the World, . 
they think they can live without him, are not ſenſi. 


ble of their Dependance upon him, and their Olen. 

tions to him, and therefore for their parts they have 
nothing to ay to lum, he never hears from them, 
no more Ex Ay the Father did from his Prodigal 
Son, when he was upon the Ramble, from one 
Weeks End to another. They aſk ſcornfully, What 


can the Almighty do for them? And then no marvel 


if chey aſk next, Mat profit ſhall we have rf we pra 
untodum? and the Relutt is, they /ay to the Alma; k 
ty, Depart from us, and ſo ſhall their Doom. 

But L hope better Things of you, my Brethren, 
and that you are not of thoſe who caft of Fear, and 
reftram Prayer before GOD, you are all ready to 
own that there is a great deal that the Almghty 
can do for you, and that there is Profit in Praying to 
vm, and therefore reſolve to drato nig 10 eng 


that he may draw nga to you. | 


Me have /omething to ſay „cos 
1. A8 1 4 . eedomt 
withz ſuch a Friend we cannot. go by without calling 


on, and never want ſomeching to x ng though we 


have no particular Buſineſs with to ſuch a 
Friend we-anho/om ourſelves, we profeſs our Love 
and Eſteem, and with Pleaſure cbmmunicate our 


Thoughts; Abralam is called the Friend of 'Gop, 


and #415: Honour have all the Saints, I have not called 


you Servants, (faith CHArsT) bat Friends; hes Se- 
erect is tunit the Righteous; we are invited to acquaint 


ourſelves "with Him, and to walk with Him, as one 


Friend walks with another; the Fellowſhip of Be- 
Hevers is ſaid to: be i the Father, and with His 


Son Js us CHRIST; and have we nothing to ſay 
to Him then? N | 
0 It 
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How to Begin the Day with Col. 13 


Is it not Errand enough to the Throne of his 
Grace to admire his Infinite Ferfections, which we 
can never fully comprehend, and yet never ſuſſici- 
ently contemplate, and take Complacency in? To 
leaſe ourſelves in beholding the Brauty of the 
ORD, and giving Him the Glory due to Hiy Name? 
Have we not a great deal to /ay to Hom in Acknow- 
ledginent of His Sy TP: | . and Fa * 
to us, in maniſeſtling Him/e!lf to ws and not to thi 
World; and in 2 of our Affection and Sub. 
miſhon to Him? LozD Thou inoweft ail Things, 
Thou knoweſt that I love Thee, SEE Lf 
 Gop bath ſomething. to /ay to ws as a Friend 
every Day, by the wrüten Word, in Whieh we 
muſt hear His Voice, by His Providences, and by 
our own Conſciences, and He kearterns and hears 
whether we have any Thing to hy to him by way 
of Reply, and we are very unfriendly if we have 
not. When He faith to us, e ye my Face, ſhould 
not our Hearts anſwer as to one we love ? I Face; 
LORD, will we feek, When He faith to us; return 
ye backfliiding Children, fnould not we readily reply: 
behold we come unto thee, for Thow art the LORD 
f God. If He ſpeaks to us by Way of Convic« 
tion and Reproof, ought not we to return an An- 
ſwer by Way of Confeſſion and Submiſſion. If 
He ſpeaks to us by Way of Comfort, ought not we 
to reply in Praiſe? If you love GoDp, you cannot 
be to ſeek for ſomething to ſay to Him, ſomething 
tor your Hearts to pour out before! Him, which His 
Grace has already pul there. N | 1 
2. As to a Mater we ſerve, and have Buſine/s 
71h, Think how numerous and important the 
Concerns are that lie between us and Go, and 
You will readily acknowledge that you have a great 
| Ceal to jaw % fum. We have a conſtant Depend- 
ance upon Him, all our 1 ts from him 
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we have conſtant Dealings with- Him ; He 1s the 
GOD with whom we have to do. Heb. iv. 13. 

Do we not know that our Happine/s is bound uf 
in Nis Favour; tis Zife, the Lite of our Souls; tis 
better than Liſe, than the Life of our Bodies? And 
have we not Buſineſs with GoD to ſeek his Favour, 
to zntreat it with our whole Hearts, to beg as for 
our Lives that He would lift up the Light of His 
Countenance upon us, and to plead CHRIST's 
Rightenu/ne/s, as that only through which we can 


hope to obtain God's loving Kindneſs. 


Do we not know that we ave offended Goo, 
that by Sin we have made ourſelves obnoxtous to 
His Wrath and Curſe, and that we are daily cons 
trading Guilt? And have we not then Buſineſs 
enough with Him to confeſs our Fault and Folly, 
to aſk for Pardon in the Blood of CHRIST, and in 
Him who is aur Peace, to make our Peace with 
GoD, and renew our Covenants with Him in His 
own Strength to go and n no more? 

Do we not know that we lade datry Work to do 


for God, and our own Souls, the Work of the Day 


that is to be done in its Day? And have we not 
then Buſineſs: with Cop to beg of Him to. ſhaw 
us what He would have us do, to dired us in it, 
and /frengthen ws for it? To ſeek to Him for Ailt- 
ance and Acceptance, that He will work in us bolt 
ts witl and do that which is good, and then coun- 
tenance and on His own Work ? Such Bulineſs 
as this the Servant has with his Maſter. 

Do we not know that we are continudlly in Dan- 
ger? Our Bodies are /o, and their Lives and Com- 
ſorts, we are continually ſurrounded with Diſeaſes 
and Deaths, whoſe Arrows fly at Midnight, and 2t 
Noon-day ; and have we not then Bufine/s with 
God going out and coming in, lying down and 
riſing up, to put our/elves under the mp2 

£ | 2s 


a 
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i Providence, to be the Charge of His Holy 
Angels? Our Souls, mach more are ſo, and their 
Lives and Comforts; *tis thoſe our Adver/ary the 
Dew!, a ſtrong and ſubtle Adverſary, wars againit, 
and cel to devour ; and have we not then Buftne/s 
th Gan to put ourſelves under the Protection of 
his Grace, and clad ourſelves with is Armour, 
that we may be able to and aguinſt the Wiles and 
Viojences of Satan ſo as we may neither be /ur- 
prized into Sin by a /udden Temptation, nor over- 
-owered by a ſtrong one. 
Do we not know that we are dying daily, that 
Death is working in us, and haſtning towards us, 
and that Death /etches us tor Judgment, and Judg- 
ment ixeth us in our everlaſting State? And have we 
not then /omething to Jay to GOD in Preparation 
far what is before us? Shall we not ſay? Lok 
make us to know our End! LoxD teach us to- 
number our Days l. Have we not» Bangs with 
GOD to judge ourfetves that we may not be judged, 
and to fee that our Matters be right and good, + 
Do we not know that we are Members of that 
| Body whereof CaR18T 2s the Head, and are we not 
concerned to approve ourſelves {:vzng Members? 
Have we not then Bufine/s with GOD upon the 
publics Account to make Interceſſion for His 
Church? Have we nothing to ſay for Zion? No- 
thing in behalf of Zeru/atem's rained Walls? No- 
thing for the Peace and Welfare of the Land of 
our Nativity? Are we not of the Family, or but 
Babes in 14, that we concern not ourlelves in he 
Concerns of it ? 
Have we no Relations, no Friends, that are dear 
{9 us, whole Joys and Griefs we are in and: 
have we nothing to ſay to GoD or them? No 
Complaints to make, no Requeſts to make known? 
Are none of them Sick or in Diſtreſs? None of 
B 3 e 
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them tempted or diſconſolate? And have we not 


. Errands at the Throne of Grace, to beg Relief and 


Succour for them ? | 
Now lay all this together, and then confider whe 
ther you have not ſomething to ſay to Gab every 
Day; and particularly in Days of Trouble, when 
t is meet to be hid unto GO, I have borne Chaſtt/c- 


mend 5 and when if you have any Senſe of Things, 
YOU 1 GoD, do not condemn me. | 


3. 4t-you have alt this to fay to GoD, what 
fhould hinder you from ſaying it? from ſahing ut 


every Day ? Why ſhould not he ler your Vorce? 
when you have fo many Errands to him. 


1. Let not Peſtanceinder you from ſaying it. 
You have occaſion to ſpeak with a Friend, but he 
is a great way off, you cannot reach him, you know] 


not where to find um, nor hew to get a Letter to 


him, and therefore your Buſineſs with him is am- 
done; but this needs not keep you from ſpeaking 
to God, for tho? it is true GoD :; in Heaven, an 


we are upon Earth, yet he is mg} to his Praying | 


People in all that they call upon him jor; he hears 
their Voice wherever they are. Out of the Depihs I 
late criæd unto Thee, faith David. Pſal. cxxx. 1. 
From the- Ends of the Earth I wil! cry unto Thee. 
Pfal; Ixi. 2. Nay, Jonah fauh, out of the Belly 
of Helt cried J, and Thou heardeſ# my Vorce. In all 
Places we may find a Wey open Heavenward ; un- 
dique ad-Calos tantundem eff Vie; thanks to him 
who by his own Blood has confecrated for us a new 
and litung May into the Holieſt, and ſeitied-a Correl- 


pondence between Heaven and Earth. 


— 


2, Let not Fear hinder you from ſeying what 
you have to ſay to Gop. You have Buſineſs wit!, 


a great Man it may be, but he is ſo /ar above you, 
or fo ſlern and /evere towards all his Inferiors, that 


you are afraid to /peat to hin, and you have none 
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to introduce you, or Heat a good, Word ſor you, 
and therefore you chuſe rather to drop your Cauſe; 
but there is no Occaſion for your being thus dz/cou- 
aged in ſpeaking to Gop; you may come bo, 
to the Throne of his Grace, you have there a. 
Tzppyoia, a Liberty of Speech; leave to pour out 
your whole Souls. And ſuch-are his Compatitions 
o humble Supplicants, that even hrs: Terror need 
not make them aft at. It is againſt the Mind of 
Gon that you ſhould frighten yourſelves, he would 
have you encourage your/elues, for you have not ve. 
Jes the Spirit of Bondage again to fear, But 
the Sprrit of Adoption, by which you are brought 
into this among other the o/orzous Libertrtes of the 
Ciildren of GOD. Nor is this all, we have One to 
introduce us, and to ſpeak for us, an Advocate auth 
be Father. Did ever Children need an Advocate 
with a Father? But that % thoſe wo immutulle 
Things in whach it tis impoſlible for Goh to lie, we 
ut have 7 855 Conſolation, we have not only the 
Reiation of a Father to depend upon, but the Inter- 
elt and Interceſſion of an-Adoguate;” a Hizh Pritt 
ver the Houſe of GOD, in-whole Name we have 
Acceſs with Confidenes?sds te ane 
2. Let not his knowing what your Bufene/s ig, 
and what you have to fay to hin hinder you; you - 
have Buſineſs with ſuch a Friend, but you think 
you need not put yourſelves to any Trouble about 
it, for he is already apprized of it; he knows: w 
you want, and. what you deſire, and therefore tis“ 
no matter for peaking lo ime it is true all your: 
Dyfires- ts before God, he knows your Wants and: 
Burthens,. but he will know them rom you; he 
hath promiled you Relief, but his-Promiſe muſt be 
put in Suit, and % will for this be enquired of by. 
ine {Houſe of Iſrael to do it for them, Ezeh. xxxvi. 
37» Tho we cannot by our Prayers giue him an 
| B 3 ID | Informattoy 
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Information, yet we -muſt by our Prayers give him 
i Honour. Tis true nothing we can fay can have 
1 arry Influence. upon him, or move Aim to ſhe us 
Mercy, but it may have an Influence-u pon ourſelves, 
and heip to put us-into à Frame to receive Mercy. 
It is a very eafy end reaſonable Condition of his 
f ravours,. Af and. it Fred be given you. It was to 
teach us the Neceſſity of ! Prayzny, in order to our 
receiting Favour, that CHRIST put that ſtrange 
re to the blind Men, what would ye that I 
ould de unto you ? he knew what they would have, 
| but thoſe that touch the Top of the Golden Scepire 
muſt: be ready to tell, Hat i !5 their Petition, and 
dolas is their Requeſt 5. 
4. Let not any other B ne linder our ſaying 
what we have to ſay to GOD. We have Buſineſs 
with a Friend perhaps, but we carmot do it, becauſe 
we Rave not leiſure; e have ſomething elle to do, 
which we think more needſul; but we cannot lay | 
ſo concerning the Buſineſs we have to ds with 
Gon; for that is without doubt the one Thing need. 
Jul, io which every Thing elſe muſt be made to 
trucid and tos way, It is not at all necellary to 
our Happingſi that we be great in the World, or 
ra Eftates to ſuch a Pitch. But it is abſolutely 
neceſſary: that. we make our Praca with GOD. that 
we obtain his Favour, and keep ourfelves wrth hrs 
Therefore no Buſineſs for the World will 
reve to eæcuſe our: Attendance upon CO; but on 
the contrary, the more emportart our Worldiy Bu- 
— is, the more need we have to apply! ourſelves 
„GO by Prayer for his Blefſing upon it, and ſo 
Re him along with us in it. The cloſer we keep 
to Prayer, and to GOD in Prayer, the more will all 
our Affairs proſper. 
Shall I prevail with yon now to let GoD fre- 


quenily Acer ons you ; let him hear - your I. pe 
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tho” it be hut the Voir your breathing; (Lam. iii. 
56.) that's a Sign of Life; tho” it be the Voice of 
Jour Groentngs, and thoſe ſo weak that they cannot 
be utterred. Rom. vin; 26. Speak to him tho” it be 
in broken Language, as Hezetiul did; Like a Crane 
ora Satullotu /o did chatter. Wa. xxxviit. 14. 
Speak often to him, he is always within hearing. 
Hear him Healing to you, and have an eye to that 
in every Thing you /ay to him: as when you write 
in'Anſwer'to'a:Letter of Buſineſs, you lay it before 
you; God's Word muſt be the Guide of your De. 
fires, and the Ground of your Expettations in Prayer: 
nor can ou expect he ſhould give a gracious Ear 
to What you ſay to him; if you turn a de Ear 16 
what he faith to you. EH | 
You''ſee' you have frequent Occaſion to heat 
with God, and therefore are concerned to grow in 
your Acquaintande with him, to take heed of doing 
any Thing to ape him: and to frengthen your 
Intereft in the Lord Jeſus, through whom alone it 
is that vou have Acte/s with Bolgnejs to him. Keep \ 
row Voice zn tune for Prayer, and let all rage 
nguage be a pure Langueg?, that you" may be fit 
0 6 SOR, with of the Lord: Zeph. iii. 0 And 
in every Prayer remembet you ate /peating td God, 
and make it tu appear you have an Awe- of him 
upon your Spirits: let us not be vaſ wth” our” 
Mouth,” not hafty to utter any Thing before God, but 
let every Word be well weighed becarſe God is in 
Heaven; and we upon” Earth. Ecc. v. 2. And if 
he had not invited and encouraged us to do it, it 
had been unpardonable Preſumption for ſuch ſinful 
Worms as we are to /h to' te Lord of Glory. 
Gen. xviii. 27. And we ate concerned io ſpeak 
fon the Heart, heartily, ſor it is for our Lives, and 
for the Lives of our Souts that we are ſpeaking to 


2. We 


him. 


23 


93 
* 
iS 
> 


20 Hou to Begin the Dey with, 00d. : 


. 
1 
— 1 


— — » o 4 
4 4 makes "RE , 
rs 2 4 ow mn r 7 


1 


7 2 . N * 1 MT » 
I + — 4 7 A 
e 3 Mr goo . 5 
nag Won wt ee We” . N 
_ = 


1 * 7 N PS ab py 
CE nt i ARR SA Who: of 
N — 
* 1 — — oP 2 „, £ : 


e. 


2. We muſt dire our Prayer unto God. He 
muſt not only hear our Four, but we muſt with 
Deliberation and Deſign addreſs ourfelves to him, 
In the Original it is no more but I will dired unto 
thee; it might be ſupplied, I wil! dire# my Soul 
unto thee, agreeing with Plal. xxv. 1. Unto thee, 
O Lord, do 1 lift uþ my Sout. Or, I un direct my 
Aſſections ie thee; having ſet my Love upon hee, 
I will et out my Love to thee. Our Tranſlation 
ſupplies it very well, I will direct my] Prayer unto 

ee, at i, i 5 

2. When I pray to thee I will direct my Prayers; 

and then it notes a Frxedne/s of Thoughts, and a 
' clofe Applicaticn of Mind, to the Duty of Prayer. 
We muſt go about it enn, as thole that have 
ſomething of Moment much at Heart, and much zn 
View therein, and therefore dare not trifle in it. 
When we go to Pray we mult not give the Sacri- 
 fice of Fools that think not either what is to be 
done, or what is to be gained, but ſpeak the Words 
of the Miſe, who aim at ſome good End in what they 
lay, and fait it to that End, we muſt have in our Eye 
God's Glory, and our own true Happrne/s; ang fo well 
ordered is the Covenant of Grace, that God has 
been pleaſed therein to twift Tnterefts with us, ſo 
that in ſeeking his Glory, we really and effectually 
ſeek our ©wn true Intereſts. This is recting the 
Prayer, as he that ſhoots an Arrow at a Mark Bret 
it, and with a fixed Eye Hand ſteady and twkes Aim 
aright. This is engaging the Heart to approach to 
Cod, and in order to that d:/engaging it from every 
Thing elſe, He that takes aim with one Eye, ſhuts 
the other ; if we would diret a Prayer to God, we 
mult {ook of all other Things,. muſt gather in our 
wandering Thoughts, muſt ſummon them all. to 
draw near and grue their Aitengance, for here is 
Work to be done that needs them all, and is well 
| | worthy 


- <a 
N 


1 n * ; W 
5 n 
r . 


How to Begin the Day with God. 21 


worthy of them all; thus we muſt be able to fay 
with the Pfalmift, O God, my Heart is fixed, my 
Heart is fixed. TY 

2. When I direft my prayer, I will aue , it, 1 
Thee, And fo it ſpeaks, | | 

1. The Sincerity of our Habitua! Intention in 
Prayer. We muſt not direct our Prayer to men, 
that we may gain Praiſe and Applauſe with them, 
as the Phartjees did, who procietmed their Devo- 
tions as they did their Alms, that they might gain 
2 Reputation, which they knew how to make a 
Hand of; Verthy they have therr Reward, Men com- 
mend them, but God abhors their Pride and Hypo- 
crify, We muſt not let our Prayers run at large, 
as they did that ſaid, who wrll ſaew us any good? 
Nor dire@ them to the World, couning its Smiles, 
and purſuing its Wealth, as thoſe that are therefore 
ſaid not to cry unth God unt their Hearts, becauſe 
they a//embled them/elves for Corn and Mine. Hol. 
vit. 14. Let not Sei, carnal Self be the Spring 
and Centre of your Prayers, but Got; let the Eye 
of the Soul be fixed upon him as your higheſt End 
in your Apphieations to him; let this be the Ratriu- 
al Diſpoltion of your Souls, to be to your God for 
a Name and a Praife; and let this be your Deſign: 
in all your Deſires, that God: may be glorified, and 

by this-letthem all be diretted, determined, ſanctiſi- 

cd, and when need is, overruled. Out Saviour hath 
plainly taug/ht us thes, in the firſt Petition: of the 
Lord's Prayer; which is, hallowed be My Name: Int 
that we fix our End, and other Things are deſired 74; 
order to that; in that the Prayer is diretted to the 
Glory of God, in all that whereby he has made himſelf 
£4 #nown, the Glory of his Hotine/s; and it is with an 

Eye tothe /antttfying of bis Nante, that we deſire 
his King dont may come, and his Will be done, and 
chat we may be fed, and kopt, and pardoned, An 

: | Habitual 
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Habitual Aim at God's Glory i is that Szncerity Which 
is our Goſpel Perſection, that Single Eye, which 
where it is, the e Body, the whole Soul is full of 
Tig lit. Thus the Prayer 1s as efted to God. 


2. It ſpeaks the Siradtne/s of our actual Regard 
to God in Prayer. We muſt direct our Prayer to 


God, that is, we muſt continually tak of ham, 
as one with whom we hove to do in Prayer. We 
muſt dire? our Prayer, as we direct our N to 
the Perſon we have Buſineſs with. The Bible is 
a Zetter' God hath ſent to us, Prayer 1s a Letter 
we ſend to him; now you know it is eſſential to a 
Letter that it be diretied, and material that it be 


2 right; if it be not, tis in Danger of 


MM carrying; which may be of ill Conſequence ; 
you pray daily, and therein ſend Letters to Ged ; 


you know not what you loſe, if your Letters 
miſcarry: will you therefore take Inſtructions hew 


to direct to him? 
1. Give him his Titles, as you do when you 
direct to a Perſon of Honour; - addrels y ourſelves 


to him as the Great Johovah, God over all, Bl: ed 


fer evermore; the hing of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords; as the Lord God gracious 4 merciſul; let 


your Hearts and Mouths be filled with holy 
Adorings and Admirings of him, and faſten upon 
thoſe 'Titles of his, which are proper to /{r:ke g holy 
Awe of him upon your Minds, that you may 


worſhip him with Lic verence and goaly Tear. Di- 
rect your Prayer io him as the God of Glory, with 


whom is terrible Majeſty, and whole Greatneſs is 


unſearchable, that you may not dare to #r2//c with 


ham, or to mock him in what you ſay to him. 
2. Tale notice of your Relation to ham, as his 
Chilthren, and let not that be overlooked and loft in 


your au ful Adorations of his Gee. I have beer 


fold of a good Man, among whoſe Experiences, 


winch 


a hk, „ „ pw, y n= rw, \.QeaÞ. yt Aa 


How to Begin the Day with God, 23 


which he kept a Record of, after his Death, this 
among other Things was found; that ſuch a Time in 
Secret Prayer, his Heart at the Beginning of tte 
Duty was much enlaroed, in giving to God thoſe 
Titles which are awful! and tremendous, in calling 
him the Sreat, the Mit, and the Terrible God, 
but going on thus, he checked himſelf with this 
Thought, And why not My Faller? Chriſt hath 
both by his Precept and by his Pattern taught us 
to addreſs ourſelves to God as Our Father; and 
the Sprrut 95 Adoption teacheih us to cry Abba, 
F:her ; a Son tho' a Prodigal, when he returns and 
repents, may go 10 his Father, and ſay unto him 
Father I have fin ned; and tho“ no more worthy to be 
called à Son yet humbly bold to call him Father. 
When Ephraim bemoans himſelf as a Bullock unac- 
(/tomed to the Yoke, God bemoans him as a azar 
Hon, as a pleaſant Child, Jer. xxxi. 18, 20. And 
if God is not aſhamed, let not us be raid to own 
the Relation. | E- | 
g. Direct your Prayer co hm in Heaven: this 
our Saviour has taught us in the Preface to the 
Lord's Prayer, Our Father which art in Heaven, Not 
hat he is confined to the Heavens, or as if the 
Heaven, or Heaven of Heavens could contain ham, 
but there he is faid to have prepared his Throne, 
ot only his Throne of Government by which A 
Jungdom ruleth over all, but his Throne of Grace to 
which we muſt by Faith draw near, We muſt eye 
um as God zn Heaven, in oppoſition to the Gods 


vi the Heathen, which dwelt zn 7emples made with 1 
Hands, Heaven is a kig/ Place, and we mult ad- 1 
arefs ourſelves to him as a God infinitely above vs; 1 


it is the Fountain of Light, and to him we muſt 
addreſs ourſelves as the Father of Lights; it is a 
Place of Profped, and we muſt ſee his Eye upon us, 
ron thence beholding all the Children of Men; it 

" 
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is a Place of Purity, and we muſt in Prayer eye hiin 


as a Holy Cod, and gioe Thanks at the Remembrance 


of tas Holineſs; it is the Firmament of his Power, 
and we muſt depend upon him as one to whom 


Power belongs. When our Lord Jeſus prayed he 
v A to Heaven to direct us whence to 


wo up has 
the Bleſſings we need. / 

| Dietl this Letter zo be left with the Lord Jean 
the only Mediator between God and Man; it will 
certainly miſcarry if it be not put into his Hand, 
who ts that other Angel that puis muck Incenſe to 
the Prayers of the Sa:nts, and ſo perfumed preſents 
to the Father. Rev. viii. 3. What we aſk of the 
Father muſt be in his Name; what we expect from 
the Father mult be by Kr Hand, for haisthe 77g) 
Priejt of our Profeſhon, that is ordained for Men, 3 10 
ofter their Gifts, Heb, v. 1. Direct the Letter to 
be left with hin, and he will deliver it wth Care and 
Nee. ad, and will make our Service acceptable. Mr. 

ge Herbert, in his Poem called The Bag, having 
ee deicribed the Wound in Chriſt's Side 
as he was hanging on the Croſs. makes him ſpeak 
thus to all Believers as he was going to Heavy ei). 


I 1044 Rave any Thing to ſend or write, 
#2 have no "5 — ... 
Vnto my Father's Hands and Sight, 
. me it ſhall Jafely. come; 
ſhall mand d what YOU mar, 
ae fret it very naur my Hearts 
| 455 4 75 eafter any of my Friends 
ul uſe me in ths and, the Door 
Sha — 7 be: open, what he jonds 
pron Ent, and ſomething more, 
Nat to _ urt, Sighs zill convey, 


Any Thing to me; Hark, Deſpair, WAY. 
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fr 3. We muſt {ook up, that „„ . + 2.0 


1 We muſt look up in our Prayers, as thoſe 
that ſpeak to one above us, infinitely above us, the 
Hit h:@nd Holy one _ eG Cs as thofe 
that expect aery good and perfect Ciſi to come from 
avaue, * the Fatber of 2 ; as thoſe 8 
fire in Praver to enter into ie Holieſt, and to draw 
near with @ true Heart. With an Eye of Faith we 
mult look above the World and every Thing in it. 
muſt {oo beyond the; Things of Time; what is this 
World, and all Things here below, to one that 
knows bow to put a due Eſtimate upon S ,‚æ¾T 
Bie ins m Heavenly Things by Fe/us Chrijt ? The 
Stent of a Man at Death goes upward, Eccl. tits 
21. for it returns to God who gave it, and therefore 
as mind{al of its Original, it muſt in every Prayer 
look uproards, wwards its God, towards its Home, 
as having et its Afections on Things above, where- 
_ in it has lard wþ its Treaſure. Let ns therefore in 

Prayer Ai up our Hearts with our Hands unto God 
71 the Heavens, Lam. iii. 14. It was antiently uſual 
in ſome Churches for the Miniſter to ſtir up the 
People to pray with this Word, Sus ſum Corda, up 
21th your Hearts; unto thee, O Lord, do we liſi up 
o Souls. | | 

2. We muſt look up after our Prayers. 

1. With an Eye of Sati5fadron and Plkaſure; 
looking uß ic a Sign of Chearfulneſs, as a Dorwn- 
cab is a melancholy one, We muſt /o04 vp as thoſe 
_ that having by Prayer referred ourſelves to God, 
are ealy and well-pleaſed, and with an entire Con- 
hdence in. his Wiſdom and Goodneſs patiently ex- 
heel the uc. Hannah, when ſhe EI prayed, 
looked uh, looked pleaſant ; She went her way, and 
did eat, and her Countenance was nd more fad. 1 
Jam. i, 18, Prayer is Hearts Eaſe to a good 
Chriſtian; and when we bave prayed, we ſhould 


loc 


{ook up. as thoſe that through Grace have found it ſo: 

2. With an Eye of Ohervation, what returns 
God makes to our Prayers. We mult oo up As one 
that has hot an t Arrow looks after it to ſee how 
near it comes to the Mak; we muſt looks ww z 
us, and obferve. what the frame of our Spirit is 

after we have been at Prayer, how well /atrsfied 
they are in the Wilt of God, and how well apf 
to accommodate themſelves to it; we muſt look a 
1, and obſerve how Providence works conccining 
u, that if our Prayers be anſwered, we _ reru y 
io gide Hands; if not, we may remove what hin- 
ders, and may continue waiting. Thus we mult 
ft our/elves upon ow Watchtower to /ee rwhat God 
ron, /ay unto us. Heb. ii. 1. And muſt be ready 
Co heart. Plal Ixxxv. 8. Expetting that God will 
give us an Anſwer of Peace, and reſolving that we 
will return no more co Folly. Thus mult we Keep 
up our Communion with God; hoping that Wen- 
ever We liſt up our Hearts unto him, he wilt lift up 
the Tight of his Countenance upon us. Sometimes 
the Anſwer is quick, while they are yet fpeatrug “ 
zul, hear; Fele than the return of any of your 
Poſts, but if it be not, when we have prayed we 
muſt waz, „ 1 - 

Let us learn thus to diret our Prayers, and thus 
to look up; to be inward with God in every Duty, 
. +40 make Heart-work of it, or We make nothing 0! 
' - Ut, Let us not worſhip in the cutward Court, when 
wee are commanded and encouraged to enter within 
For ile Second, The particular Time fixed in the 
Text ſor this good Work, is the Morning ; and the 
Plalayſt ſeems to lay an: Emphaſis upon this 2 7/:- 
Morning, and again in the Morning; not then only | 
but then to begrn with : Let that be one of the Hours 
Prayer. Under the Law we find that egery Mor: 
% there was a Lamb offered in Sacrifice, Exod. 


XXIX. 


How ta Begin ils Day ili Gods 2 


dix. 39. And ęvery Morning the Prieſts burned 
Incenſe. Exod. xxx, 7. And the. Singers ſtood 
-very Morn: ng to thank the Lord. Chro. xxiii. 10. 
Ant ſo it wes, appeinted-m Ezeliel's Temple, Ezek. 
ei. 14 14+ 154, By which an Intimation was plain- 
given, that 7 ſpituual Sactiſices ſhould be offered 
by the ſpiritual Prieſts N as duly as the 
\ſorning comes. Every Chriſtian ſhould pray in ſe- 
cret, and, every Maſler of a Family with his Family 
Morning dy Morning; and tlrere is good Reaſon for it. 
1. The Morning is the % Part of the Day, and 
i: is fit that he that is 2% 7% ſhould have the firlt,. 
and be e, ee. The. Heathen could fay, 1 
ore Prinapuam, whateyer you do begin” with Cod. 
ihe World had its Beginning from him, we had: 


Gurs, atid therefore whatever we in, it concerns 


us to take him along with us in it- The Days of 
aur. Lie, as ſoon as ever the Sun of Reaſon riſeths 
in our Soul, ſhould. be devoted to God, and im- 
ploy ed in his Servict; om the Womb of the Morn- 
29s, tet Chriſt kave cle Det of the Youth. Plal. cx. g. 
The Aus were always to be the Lord's, and- 
the Fir tongs of tte: Hal. By Morning and Even-, 
ing Frayer wWeͤe gie Glory, to him who is the A, 
and the Onega, the Firſt and the Laſt, with him 

we mull; begun and end the Day, begin and end the 
| Nigit, who is the Beginning and che End, the firſt 
| Wiſdom hath. ſaid; 20% that eek me early ſhall 
ud nie; early in their Lives, early in the Day; ſor 
hereby we give to God that which he ought to have, 


tre Preforence above other Tings. Hereby we he- 


chat wears in Cure to pleaſe him, and to apprave 
ourſelves to him, and that we ſeek him diligently. 
What we do earheſliv, we are ſaid in Scripture to 
do early, (as Pſal. æx, g.] Induſtrious Men 716 be- 
inss; Dang expteſſeth the Strength and Varmth 
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of his Devotion, he he ſaith, 0 God thou art 
my Cod, ar wall I feel thee. Pal. Ix1tz, 1˙ e. 


Th the Morning ere re face and Gale and 
in wake beſt Frame. When our Spirits are revived 
with the Reſt and Sleep of the Night, and we live 
a kind of net Liſe; and the Fatigues of the Day be- 
fore 3re forgotten; the God of Th, al neither /tum-. 
ui nor 72 , yet when he exerts himſelf more 
than ordinary on his peoples behalf, he is faid to 

awake as ene out of Sleep, Plat. [xx viii. 65. If ever we 
be good for any Thing, it is in the Morning; it is. 
therefore become a Proverb, 1urora Mufes Amen; 
and if the Morning be a Friend to the Muſes, Lam 
fore it is no leſs ſo o the Graces. As he that. is the 
Ter mould have the Fi So he that is the B. 
ſhould have the Baſt; and then when we-are ff. 
for Buſineſs, we ſhould ap e y ourſelves io iat whict. 
is the mot. neea/al Ruſine 

Worſhi ping God is Work A e ade bet 
Powers of the Soul, when they are at ; and it 
well de/erves them; how can they be better ſlowed, 
or ſo-as to turn to a better Account? Let all that i- 
within me bleſs hrs holy Name, ſaith David, and all 
little enough. If there be any Gz/t in ws by which. 
God may be honoured, the Morning is the moi! 

roper Time to fir it up. (2 Tim, i. 6.) when our. 
Bots are reſreihed, an have gained new Vigour ; 
then awake my Glory, awake Pjaltry and Harp, for 
I myſelf will awake zarly; Pal. Ivii. 8. Then let us 
fir up our/elves to take hold on God. | 

. In the Morning we are moſt free from Company. 

and Bufine/s, and ordinarily have the beſt Opportu- 
nity for Solitude and Retirement; unleſs we be of 
thoſe Sluggards that lie in Bed with yet a little was 4 

à little Slumber, till the Work of their Calling cal. 
them up, with low long wilt thou ſleep, O 1 7 


me „ Runs hy with c 29 


It is the Wildom' of thoſe ihat have much ta do in 

te World, that have ſearce a Minute to themſelves 
of all · Day, lo tale Iime in the Morning before Bu- 
fineſs erowds in upon them, for the Buſineſs of 
their Religiong that they may be ine for it, and 1 
thereſore the more intent upon it. 

As we are concerned to worſhip God, then when 

we ate leaſt burthencd- with Deaadneſi and Dulneſi 

within, ſh alſo: When we are leaſt expoſed to D 

traction and. Deuertion from without; the Apoſlle | 
inamates how much it ſhould be-aur Care to attend. F 
«pon. ke Lord without Diſt raction, 1 Cor. vii. gg» 

And chereſoſe that one Day in Seven, (and it is the 
liſt Day too, the Morning of the Week) which is 
appointed for 4o/y Mord, is appointed to be a Day 
of. Reſt from other Work. 4braham leaves: all at 
the Bottom of the Hill, when he goes up into the 
tout toworſhip God. In the. Morning therefore 

_ let us converſe with God, and apply ourſelves to- 
the Concerns of the other Lafe; before we are en» 
taugled inte Affairs of this Lie. Our Lord Jeſus 
has ſet us an Example of chis, ho becaufe his Day 

Vas wholly» felled up with public Bulinels for G 
and che Souls f, Men, raſe u in the Morning 4 
great rule before Day, and before Company came 
i, and went: out inte a foletary Flace, and. tiere 
Hi ayedi Maris. a a fo 0g ama 

+; In the Morning aw have recerord freſh Merciet 
Jom Cod, which we are concerned. io acknowledge 
with Thanktfulheſs.to his- Fraiſe. He is continually 
to10g- us-good, and fontdeng us with: bis Benefus,.. 
Eve Day we have Realon to bleſs him, ſor every 
Day he is bleſſuig us; in the Morning paniculatly; 
and therefore as he is giving out to us the Fruits of 
his Favour, which are ſaid to be new corry Moratng.. 
Lam itt, 29. Beeauſe tho' the ſame that we hag?! 
e Morning before, they are till V α, and ſt . 
ö „„ needed; 
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- needed; and upon that account may be called ſtiſl err; 

ſo we fhould be fill returning the Expreflions of 
| our Gratitude to him, and of other pious and des 
vout Aﬀetftions, which like the Fire on the Altar 


muſt. be nc every Morning. Lev. vi. 14. 
Have we had a good Mg, and have we not an 
Errand'to the Throne of Grace to return Thanks for 
it? How many Mercies concured to make it a go 
Neg ! diſtinguiſbing Mercies granted to us, but 
denied to others; many have not where to lay ther 
Heads; our Maſter himſelf had not; the Foxes late 
4 Holes, and the Birds of the Air have Nets, but #7 = ä 
Son of Man hath not where to lay his Head; but we - 
have Houſes to dwell in, quiet and peaceable Hab 
rations, perhaps ſtately ones: We have Beds to li- 
in, warm and eaſy ones,” perhaps Beds of foory, . 
nine ones, ſuch as they firetched themſelves upon 
that were at eaje. in Zion; and are not put to wan- 
der in Deſarts and Mountains, in Dens and Caves 
of the Earth, as ſome of the beſt of God's Saint 
have been forced to do, of whom the World was not 
worthy, ' Many have Beds to lie on, yet dare not, 
or cannot he down in them, being kept up either 
by the Sickneſs of their Friends, or the Fear of their 
Enemies. But we have laid us down, and there 
Nas been none to make us afraid; no Alarms of the 
Sword, either of War or Perſecution. Many le; 
- them down and cannot ſleep, but are ful! of Iain, 
70 und fro, until the Dawning of the Day, through 
Pain of Body, or Anguith of Mind. Weariſ nc 
Nights are appointed to them, and their Ayes are 
; held wakins ; but we have laid us down and //:p' | 
without any Diſturbance, and our Sleep was {weet IM ©! 
and refreſhing, the pleaſant Parentheſis of our Carcs al 
and Toils; it is Cod that has given ws ſheep, has 2 
giver: it us as he proes it 40 his Beloved. Many lay BW & 
them down and ſleep, and never riſe again; they b 
1 R$ | : cep | | 
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ſleep the Sleep of Death, and their Beds are their :- 
Graves; but We have ſlept and waed agamm, have: 
refied, and are refreſhed; we ſhake ourſelves, and it 
je with us as at ether Times f becauſe the Lard haih. 
(«tained us; and if he had not upheld us, we had 
funk with our orun Weaght when we fell afieep, Pſal. 
Hi. 5 IR CO ns 9 * $544 e 
| fo we a pleajant Morning? Is the light ſweet to 
us, the Light of the Sun, the light of the Eyes, do, 
theſe x23 oxce'#he Heart? and ought we not to own our 
Obligations to him who opens our Eyes, and opens 
the Eyelids of the Morning upon us. Have we 
Cloaths to put on in the Morning, Garments that are: 
r _ 45, Job, xxxvu..17. Change of Raiment, 
not for Neceſſity only, but for Ornament? We have 
them from God; it is his Woot and hrs: Flax, that 
is given to cover our Natednefs, and the Morning 
when we drei our/elves is the proper Time of 
returning him Thanks for it; yet I doubt we do it. 
not fo conttantly as we do for our Food when we {it 
down to dur Tables, tho“ we have as much Reaſon 
to do it. Are we in Health and at Eaſe ? have we 
been long ſo? We ought to be as thankful for a 
conſtant Series of Mercies, as for particular 1n/an- 
ces of it, eſpecially conſidering how many are ſick 
and in pain, and how much we deſerve to be ip. -: 
Perhaps we have experienced fome ſpecial Mer- 
cy to ourfelves for our . Families, in Preſervation 
from Fire or Thieves, from Dangers we have been 
aware of, and many more unſeen; weeprag perhaps 
endured for à Night, and Foy came in the A 
and that calls aloud upon us to own the Goodneſs 
of God. The Deftroung Angel perhaps has been 
abroad, and the Arrow that 5 at Midnaght, and 
wafteth in Derkne/s, has been thot in at others Win- 
dows, but our Houſes. have been paſſed over, thanks 
be to God for the Blood gi the Covenant ſprinkled 
upon 
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z How te Begin the Day with: Cad. 
upon our Door Poſts; and for the, Miniftration. of 


the good Angels about us, 16 which we owe xt that. 


we have been prefervet-fronithe Malice of the evil 
Angels againſt us thoſe Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
this World, who-perbaps 822 lise the Bea/!s 
of Prey, when he maketh Darkuefs and it i, dar. 
All the Glory be to the God of the Angelis. 
5. In the Morning we have /reſh Matter mene/ter- 
ed ta us for Adoration 22 reatne/3.4nd Glory of 
God. We ought to take notice not only of the 
Giſts al God's Bounty to us, which. we have the 
Comfort and Benefit of, they are little narrow. 
Souts to confine their Regards to them; but we 
ought to obſerve the mort general Taftances of his 
Wiſdom and Power inthe Kingdom of Providence 
which redound' to his Honour; and the common 
Good of the Univerſe. The 19th:Pfalm ſeems to 
have been a Morning Meditation, in which we ate 
directed to obſerve how:the Heavens declare the Glo- 
ry of God, and the. Fumament ſheweth l Hand,- 
work; and to on not only the Advantage were 
ceĩve from their Light and Influence, but the Ho- 
nour they do to him who'firetched/out the {ſcauvens 
le 4 Curtain, fixed their Pillars, and aſtabliſhed 
their Ordinances, according to which hey cuntinuc 
to this Day. for they are all: his Servants. Day vy 
Day utters this Specth, and Night unto Night fc 
eth this Knowledge, even the eternal Power: uud Gol 
head of the great Creator of the World, and is 
great. Ruler. The regular and conſtant Succeſſion 
and Revolution of Light and Darkueis, according 
to the Original Contract made between then, thet 
y. ſhould reign alternately, may ſerve to conflin 


dur Faith, in«that Part of Divine Revelation which 


gives us the Hiſtory of the Creation, and the Pro- 
mile of God to Naa and his Sous. Gen. viii. 92: 


XXXU1, 20. 12 
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„Look up in the Morning, and ſee how exactly 
the Dav ſpring knows its Place, knows its Time, and 
keeps them: How the Morning Light takes hold of- 
the End's of the Earth, and of the Air, which is turned 
40 cs Clay to the Seal, inſtantly receiving the Impref-* 
lions of, it. Job xxviit. 12. 15. 14. I was pleaſed 
with an Expreſſion of a worthy. good Miniſter I: 
heard lately, in his Thankſgivings to God for the 
Mercies of the Morning; how many thou/and Miles 
(laid he) has the Sun travelled this laſt Night to bring 
lie Lreht of the Morning to us poor finful reiches, 
that juſtly miglit have been buried in the Darkneſs! 
of tlie Night. Look up and ſee the Sun as a Bride 
;r00m richly dreſſed, and hugely pleaſed, coming. 
out of fis Ghamwver,, and rejoieing: as @ firong. Man 
t run A Race;\ oblerve how bright his Beams are, 
how ſweet his Smiles, how ſtrong his Influences: 
And if there ben Speech or Language where their 
Haice ig not heard, the, Voice of | thele: natural im- 
madre Tae nroetmttng! the Gary of God, 
it is pity there ſhould be any Speech or Language 
where the Force, of his Worſtapers: ſhould not e 
heard, ecchoing to the Voice: of - thoſe: Preach? 
ers, and aſcribing Glory to him, Who thus mates 
ile Morning and Evening to Tout; But whatever 
others do, let him hear Foo to this Purpoſe 28 
the Morning, and in the Morning let us rect our 
Pruiſe % vt fort SY om 191 e 
6. In the Morning we hade, or ſhould have had 
freſh Thoughts. of Hod, and ſweet Meditations on 
his Name, and thoſe we ought to or up to hin- 
in Prayer. Have ve been, according to Dauiad s 
Example, remembering Cd ufion our Beds, and me- 
«itating upon him in the Night-watches ? when we 
awake, can we ſay as he did? we are Hi with God? 
If ſo, we have a good Errand to. the Throne of 
Grace by the Words of our Mouths, to offer 8 to 


od 
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God the Aſeditabians off our Thearts, and it will be 
to him a Sacrifice of a ret /relhing Savour. I the 
Heart has been enditing a good Matter, let the Tongue 
he as the Pen of a ready Writer, to: Pour it owt be. 
lore God. Plat. xiv. 1. CET 

We have the Word of God. to cobra with; 
| ahe we ought to read a Portion of it every Morning: 
By it God fpeaks to us, and in it we ought 10 mede- 
tate 'Day and Night, which ifwe do, that will ſend 
us to the Throne of Grace, and furniſh us with many 
a good Errand there, If God in the Morning by 
his Grace dirt? his Word to us, fo as to make it 
reach our Hearts, that * engage = to Jones our 
Prayer to him. 

7. In the ene it is to be feared, "we fad 
cauſe to rated on many vain and finful Thoughts that 
have an our Minis in the" Night Scaſon; and 
upon that account it is neceffary we addreſs our. 
ſelves to God by Prayer in the Morning. g. for the 
Pardon of them. The Lord's Pra 
e e n 1 the NN „100 _—_ | 
ing; ſor we ate taught to pra our rend 
this Day and yer > are 1 to pray, Father for- 
ide us aur Tre ce for as in the u ye the 
Pay we conta iht by by our irregulur W ords ant 
Adtions, fo we do in the /o/itude of ithe Night 
our currupt Imaginations and the wandrings of an 
unſanktiſied ungoverned Fancy. It is certain,” (42. 
Thought of. Fool ſimrſt ir Sn. Prov; #&iv. g. Fool! 
Thats, are 0 Though: the firfichorn df the 
old Man, the ffrſt Beginnings of all Sin; and how. 
many of theſe vaiz Thoughts todge within. u Her- 
ever we lodge; their Name is Legion; for they are 
many: Who tun under ſtund theſe Errors? they are 
more than the Hain ob: bur Head. Weread of 
thoſe that work Evib upon therr Rods, becauſe theie 
they deniſe it; and when the Mormng 4s. lirht 5 
i RARE "re 


feems to be . 
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truftful careful; Thoughts ; polluted; with. unchaſte a 
nanton Thoughts; antoxecated wath proud afpiring 
Thoughts; t and dend with maltcrous revenge- 


Thoughts; or at the beſt diverted from devout 


and pious: Zhoughts by, à thouſand Impertinences: 
Cut of the, Heart proceeds evil, Thoughts which lie 
down with us, and riſe up with us, for out of that 
corrupt, Fountain, which; where ever we go we 
carry about wich us, theſe; Streams naturally flow. 
Yea, and in the Mullitudę of Dreams, as well as in 
many Words there are allo divers Janities. Ecc. 

And dare we go abroad. till we have renewed 
our Repemtance,!which we are every Night as well 
38 every Day thus | ALY, Lt ork V or ? are. we not 
concerned to con7e/s. to him that knows our Hearts, 
their wandrings trom him to complain. of them to 
him as revo/tang and rebellzous Hearts, and bent to 


backilide; to make our Peace in the Blood of 


Chriſt, and to pray, that the e our Heart 
ny be forgtoen us { we cannot with Safety go into 


the Buſinels of the Day under the Guilt of any Sin 


unrepented of, or unpardoned; . 5 + 1, 
3, In the Morning we ere adardffing our/elves 10 

the Work of the Day, and therefore are concer 

by Prayer to ſeck unto God for. his Preſence. and 


Blelling, We come and are encouraged to come 
bofaly to the Nrone of Grace, not only for Mercy to 


pardon what, has been amiſs, but for Grace io help 
in every Tune of Need: And webat Time is it that ws 
not a Fime of need wih us? And therefore what 


Morning ſhould paſs. without Morning Prayer? We 


read of that, which e Duty of every Day requires. 
Er. iii. 4. And in reference io that we muſt go to 


Gul every Morning to pray for the gracious; Diſpo- 


7 


fon is the Mind diguieted and diſtracted with di, 
Vin: 
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als of his Providence concerning us, and the graci. 
-ous Operations of his Spirit upon uus. 
We have Families to {49k after it may be, and to 
'prome for, and are in Cure to de well for them; det 
us then every Morning by Prayer commit th&nm to . 
God, put them under the Conduct and Government 
of his Grace, and then we effectually put them un. 
der the Care and protection of his Probi dencc. Holy 
Job roſe up early in the Morning to offer burnt ox. 
eng for fis Children, and we 
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we ſhould do ſo to ofler 
up Prayers and Supplications for them, according t 
the Number of them all, Job i. g. This we ca th; 
Blefſing lo reſt on our Houſes. + =_ 
| We are going about the Buſene/s of our Callinss, Ml 
N n jet us look up to God in the firſt Place or 

Nidam and Grace to manage them well, in 
Fear of God, and to abi, with him in them; and 

then we may in Faith beg of him to proper and 
/urcerd us in them, to ſtrengthen us for the Serv: 
of them, to ſupport us under the Faligues of them, 
to dirett the De/gns of them, and to give us com- 

Iort in the Gains of them. We have Journies to 
#0, it may be, let us c up to God for his Pre- 
dence with us, and go no whether, where we canio! 
it: Faith beg of God £- go with us, _ 

We have a Proſpect perhaps of Opportunities of 
doing or getting Good, let us. look up to God tor 2 
Heart for every Price in our Hands, for Skill and 
Will, and Courage to improve it, that it may not be 
'as a Price in the Hand of « Fool. Every Day has 
its Temptations too, fome perhaps we forefee, bi: 


WS there may be many more that we think not 0, 
#} and are therefore concerned tobe carneſt with God, 


that we may mot be led into an) Temptations, bu! 
guarded againli every one; that whatever Com pariy 
we may come into, we may have Wiſdom to % 
good, and 10 hurt to them ; and to get good, and 110 
Gert by tem. hg 0 Ve 
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ie know not what a Day may bring forth; little 
think in the Morning what Tidings we may hear. 
and what Events may befal us before Night, and 
thould therefore beg of God, Grace to carry us 111 
through the Duties and Difficulttes which we do 1 
not ſoreſee, as well as thoſe which we do; that in 
oder to our ſtanding complrat i: all the Wl? of God, 
as the, Day is, ſo the Strengi# ſliall be, We thall 
lind that /uffrcrent unto the Day ts the Emil theres}, 
and that therefore as it is Folly to t Thought for to 
Morrows Event, ſo it is Wildom to tale 1 hought for 
to Days Duty, that Hin unto . Day, and 4% 
Duty of it, may be the Supplies of the Divine Grace 
:hroughly. to furn/h us for every good Word and 
Hor, and throughly to fortify us azanft every eri 
Word or Fork; that we may not think of, or peak, 
or do any Thing all Day, which we may have 
Cauſa upon any Account to with umhought, uns 
poke, and undone again at Night. 
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For A bplication. 


Firft, Let this Word put us en mind of our Omi 

bons; for Omiſſions are Sins, and mutt come into 
judgment; how often has our Morning Worthip 
been either nezlefed or negitgently performed. Ihe 
Work has been eicher not done at ail, or done 
deceitfully 5 either no Sacrifice at all brought, or 
it has been the Torx, and the { ame, and the Sick; ei- 
ther no Prayer, or the Prayer not directed aright, 
nor Lied ups We have had the Morning's Mercies, 
God has not been wanting. in the Compaflion and 
Care of a Father for us, yet we have not done the 
\iorning's Service, but have been ſhametully wanca 

ung in the Duty of Children to him. | 

Loet us be truly humbled before God this Morn+ 

nig for our Sin and Folly herein, that we have fo 

| D often 


of 
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eften robed God of the Honour, and ourſelves of 
the Benefit of our Morning Worthip. God hath 
come into our Cloſets, /ceking this Fruit, but has 
found none, or next to none, hath hearkened and 
keard, but either we ſpake not to him at all, or 
hake not azz. Some'trifling Thing or other hos 
lerved for an Excufe to put it by ot, and when 
once the good Uſage has been broken in upon, 
Conſcience has been wounded, and its Bonds wea. 
encd, and we have grown more and more cool to it, 
and perhaps by Degrees it has been quite // of. 
' Secondly, I beſeech you, /uffer a Word o Exhor- 
tation concerning this. I know what an Influence 
it would have upon the Proſperity of your Souls to 
de corftant and j/rncere in your /ecret Worſhip, and 
therefore give me leave to prels it upon you witl: 
all Earneſtneſs; let God hear from you every 
Morning, every Morning let yor Prayer he 4. 
gected to him, and ook up. e of 
1. Make Con/cience of your jecret Worſhip; keep 
it up, not only becauſe it has been a Cuſlom you 
have received by Tradition from your Fathers, but 
becauſe it is a Duty, concerning which you have 10. 
ceived Commandments from the Lord. Keep un 
ſlated Times for it, and be true to them. Let thole 
that have hitherto lived in the total Neglect, or in 
the frequent Omiſſion of Sec:itt Prayer, be per 
twaded from hencetorward- to look upon it, as the 
moſt needful Part of their daily Buſmels, and the 
moſt delightful Part of their daily Comfort, aud 
do it accordingly with a conſtant Care, and ve. 
with a conitant Pleaſure. * ty 
No Perſons that have the uſe of their Reaſon can 
pretend an Exemption ſrom this Duty; what is. 
Tatd 10 ſome is ſaid to all, pray, 454 continue 1 
Prayer, and watch in the ſume. Rich People are 
uuat fo much bound fo tabour with their Hands 2s 


me Poor, poor People are not ſo much bound to 
T2176. 
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gare Alps, as the Rich, but both are egal bound 
% pray. The Rich are not above the Neceſlity of 
he Duty, nor the Poor Belo Acceptance with God: 


to pray ʒ and thoſe whom the Muliitude of Years has. 
tauohi Wiſdom, yet at their End will be Fools, if 
they think they, have now no. futher occaſion for 
Prayer. 3 1 

Let none plead they cannot pray; if you were 


ready to periſh with Hunger, you could beg and 


pray for Food; and if you ſee yourſelves undone” 
by reaſon. of Sin can you not beg and pray for 
Mercy and Grace? Art thou a- Chriſtian 7 Never 


for ſhame ſay, thou-canft-not pray, for that is as ab- 


ſurd as for à Soldier to ſay, he knows not how to 
handle a Sword, or a Carpenter an Ax. What are 
vou. called for into the Fellowſhip of Chrift, but that 
by him you may have Fellowfhip with God. You: 
cannot pray {o-well. as others, pray as well as you 
can, and God will accept of you. * 
Let none plead they have not Time in a Morn- 
* Prayer; I dare ſay, you can find Time for 
other Things that are % neeaful; you had better 
take Tune from Sleep, than want Time for Prayer; 


and how can you ſpend Time better, and more to 


your Satisfaction and Advantage ? All the Buſineſs 
of the Day will proſper the better, for your begin- 
ing it thus with God. | WR. . 
Let none plead, that they have not a convenient 
Place to be preuate in for this Work; Jaac retired 


into the Field to pray; and the Pſalmiſt could be 
alone with God in a Corner of the Houſe- tab. If you 
cannot perform. it with ſo much Secrecy. as vo 
would, yetperſorm it; it is doing it with Oſtentation, 


chat is the Fault, not doing it under Obſervation, 
when it canncit. be avoided. I remember when I 
was a young Man, ſong up hither to London Þ 
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the Stage Coach, in King James's Time, there hap, 
pened to be a Gentleman in the Company, that 
then was not afraid to on himfelf a 7e/uzt ; many 
Rencounters he and I had upen the Road, and this 
was one; he was praiſing the Cuſtom in Pop/ 
Countries of keeping the Church Doors always 
open, for People to go into at un) Time to ſay their 
Prayers; I told him it looked too like the Practice 
of the Flariſtes, that prayed ix the Hudgogues; ant 
did not agree with Chriſt's Command, ov when 
thou proyef thyſelf, enter not into the Church with 
the Doors open, but inte thy Clojet and fhat thy 
Doors; when he was preſſed with that Argument, 
- — * with 8 _— 5 yon 
Proteftants /ay your Prayers no twhere; for (fad he. 
Ave nl e ae in the Coach In Som 
pany with Proteflents, have -oken lain in Inns in 
die fame Room with them, zud have carefully 
44 watched them, amd could never Perceive that any 
14 of them /aid their Prayers Night or Morning but one, 
und he ws a Preſbyterian. I hope thete was more 
Malice than Truth in what he ſaid : But I mention 
It a an Intimatien, that tho' we cannot be ſo private 
as we would be in our Devotions, yet we muſt not 
dmit them, left the Omifſion ſhould prove not a Sin 
only, — a — — 2 ATC; 15 ſh a 
2. Male a Buſthe/s of your ferret Worſkih, and b. 
not {flothful in ele la fetvent A Spiri, 
erding the Lord. Take heed leſt it degenerate into 
For multty, and you grow to/tomary in your accu/- 
Poned Services: Go about the Duty ſolemnly. Be 
11 Swward with Gol in it; it isnot enongh to /aff you? 
i x Preys, but you muſt prey your” Prayers,” mull 
ay in praying, as Elijah did. James V. 17. Let 
uus learn to laben ffeguently in Prayer, as EShitthra: 
did. Col. iv. 12. And we ſhall find it is the Han! 
ger the Diligent in this Duty that male rich. f yn 
0 „ 
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looks not at the length of your Prayers, nor ſhalt 
you be heard for your much ſpeaking, or fine ſpeak- 
ing; but God requires Truth in the inward Part, 
and it is the Prayer of the U; 5 45 that is Aν⁰ Delight... 
When you have prayed, look upon yourſelves as 
thereby engaged and encouraged, both to ſerve God- 
and to truſt in him; that the Comfort and Benefit 
of 2 Devotions may not be as the Morn-- 
ing Cloud which paſſeti away, but as the Morning 
Light which ſhines more and more. 
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Phat lives this LIE of Comminton At 
is ſo mutt our and ſo much our 2 
Mow fas fort dle e come of the Spirit of Hf 
rs tho" we haye much better Afiiftanees for 
aur Aequaintint's with God, than the Saints'Yhen 
the  cexrer Difcoveries of the ra- 
— of Chriſt. Vet that rorat Chriſtians who are 
knevrs may wot therefore depuir, be it remember- 
ed, that Dave himfelf was not always in fuch A 
Fraue as rat de could foy ſo; he had ins Infirmities 
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4 Hew to Spend tie Day with God. 


4 


and yet was a Man after God's own Heart: We 
have ours, which if they be ſincerely Jamented and 
ſtriven againſt, and the hab:2ual Bent of our Souls 
de towards God and Heaven, we ſhall be accepted 
through Chrift, ſor we are not under the Law, but 
wnder Grace, „% on a. : 5 

However David's Proſeſſion in the Text, ſhews 
us what /hould be our Practice, on God we muft a 
all the Day. That notes two Things, a patient Ax. 
peAation, and a conflant Attendance. 

1. It ſpeaks of a patient rpectation of his com. 
ing to us in a Way of Mercy; and then, ad the 
Day muſt be taken. figuratrvely, for all the Time that 
the wanted and deſired Mercy is delayed. David in 
the former part of the Verſe, prayed for Divine 
Conduct and In ſtruttion, lead me in thy Truth and 
teach me; he was at a Loſs, and very deſirous tc 
nom what God would have him to do, and was rc3- 
dy to do it; but God kept him in Suſpence, he was: 
not yet clear what was the Mind and Will of God, 
what Courſe he ſhould ſteer, and bow he ſhould: 
diſpoſe of himſelf; will he therefore proceed with- 
out Divine Direction? No, On thee will I wait off 
the Day, as Abraham attended on his Sacrifice from 
Morning ill the Sun went down, beſore God gave 
him an Anſwer to his Enquiries concernitig bi: 
Seed. Gen. xv. 5. 12. And as Haballul Rood 
upon his . Watch-tower to ſee. what Anſwer God 
would give him, when be conſulted his Oracle: 
and tho it do not come. preſently, yet at the And 


W &. 4d 4 ed. 
f Degas the Words next before the. Text, had 
called God the, God 2 his Saluation, the God on 
whom be depended for. Salvation, temporal and 
eternal Salvation, from whom he expected Delive- 
rapt e out of his preſent 'N:/trefſes,- thoſe Troubles of. 
tas Heart that were enlarged. v. 12. and out of. the 
Hands of thoſe Enemies chat were ready to Triump/ 
| * over 


viour, he reſolves to waz? on kim all ie Day, like a 
genuine Son of Jacob, whole dying Profeſſion Was. 
Gen. Klix. 18. I Aide waited or thy Saloatton, 0 
Lord. Sometimes God preverts his People with 
the Ble//ings of hts Goodneſs, Before they tail Le an- 
foers them, is in the muſt of his Church, to help 
her, and that right early. Plalm. xlvi. 5. But at 


other Times he ſeems to fand ufar of, he delays. 
the Deliverance, and keeps them lang it Expecta- 
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ener hin. v. 2. And that hated hin with. cruel 
hatred. v. 19. Hoping that God will be his Sa- 


tion of it, nay, and in ſuſpence about it; the Light 


is neither clear no Dark, it is Day, and that is. all, 
it is a cloudy and dart Day, and it is not till Tren- 


mg Tims, that ut'ts Higut, that the Comfort comes 


which; they have been kept al the Day waiting gar; 
nay, perhaps it comes not till lar in the Night, it is 


at M:d4night that the Cry is made, behold the Bradt 


groom cOMes." The Deliveratice of the Church out 


of her Troubles, the Succefs of her Stry ples, aud 
od of the 


| reſt from them, a Reſcue from under the 


Vicked, and the Accompliſhment of all that Which 


God hath promiſed concerning it, s what we muſt 


continne hunibly watteng upon God for without Diſ- 


truſt or Teapatience; we muſt watt all the Day. 7 


1. Though it be a long Day; tho? we be kept 


waiting a gent white, quite beyond buriowh Nets 


keming. Tho? when we have wartrd ug, we ate 


Wein! put to wart longer, and are bid with ie Pros. 


phet's Servant to go yer ben 7 ings XViike 
43.) before we perceive the leaſt 

coming. 
erat 
pornte 
uh we are" not Javed; Fer. viii. 20. The Pime 1! 
Fonte, nay, the Opportunities are let flip, the 
Summer- time and Harb ſtetime, when we thought 
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46 How to Spend the Day with God. 


to have reaped the Fruit of all our Prayers and 
Pains, and Patience, is paſt and ended, and we are 
as far as ever from Salvatron.; the Time that the A. 
above in Kirjath-jearzm, was long, much longer thai 
it was thought it would have been, when it was fil 
lodged there; it was Twenty Years; to that he whole 


How/e of Iſrael lamented after the Lord, and began o 
ſear it would abide forever in that Obſcurity, 1 Sn. 


Cid. Be | Mk acne bo 
But tho' it be a long Day, it is but a Day, but 
one Day, and it is known to the Lord. Zech. xiv. 7, 
It ſeems long while we are kept waitzng, but the lap. 
py Hue, will enable us to reflect upon it as ſhort, 


and but for a Moment. It is no longer than God 


Hath appointed, and we are ſure his Time is the be? 
Time; and his Favours are worth waiting for. The 


| Times long, but it is nothing to the Days of Eier- 
hal be re- 


nity, when thoſe that had /ong Patience 
compenced for it with an everlaſting Salvation. 

2. Though it be 2 dark Day, yet let us wait upon 
God all the Day. Tho' while we are 4ept warring 
for what God 2?! do, we are kept in the Dark con- 
cerning what he 25 doing, and what is beſt for us 4 
do, P ip let us be content to war? in the Dark, Thy 


_ wee ſes not our Signs, tho" there is none to tell us /ow 


tang, yet let us reſolve to wait, how long ſoever i 
be; for tho“ what God doth, we know. not now, ve: 


_ we ſhall know hereafter, when the Myſtery of Gol 


Hall be finz/hed. | 1 
Never was « Man more at a plunge concerning 
God's Dealings with him than poor Job was; Ig 


Forward but he is not there; backward, but I cannot 
perceive kim; on the left Hand, on the right Hans, 


but I cannot fee him. Job xxiii. 8. 9. yet he ſis 
down. v. 10. reſolving to wait on God all the Day 
with a Satisfaction in this, that tho“ he know uot 
the Way that he takes, he #nows the way that 4 bal, 


and 


How to Spend the Day with Cod. 47 


and when he has tried me, I ſhall come forth as Gold, 
approved, eud iraproved. He fits by as a Refiner, 
and will take care that the Goid be in the Furnace, 
no longer man is needful tor the refining of it. 


When CO Way 75 in the vea, fo that he cannot 


be traced, yet we art ture hs Way is in the Sanctu- 


# - 


ry. fo that he may be 7:47, 142 Plalm Ixxvii. 1 


10. And when Cimiuds © + .1r #nefs are round about 
im, yet even then Vece nd Judgment are the 
Healrtation of has Tron. e „ 
g. Tho! it be a lern Day, yet we mult wait up- 
on God all the Day. The we are not only b-calmed, 
and do not get forward, but tho' the Wind be con- 
trary, and drives us back, nav, tho” it be bozfterous, 


and the Church be tof/ed with Tempe/ts, and ready 


to ſink, yet we muit * the beſt; yet we mull wait, 
and weather the Storm by Patience. It is fome Com- 
fort, that Crit is in the Ship. the Churches Cauſe 
is Chriſt's own Cauſe, he has eſpouſed it, and he 
will own it; he is embarked in the fame Bottom 
with his People, and therefore, ] are ye fal! 
Doubt not but the Ship will come ſale to Land; tho? 
Chriſt ſeem for the preſent to be a/teep, the Pray- 
ers of his Defciples witl awake bim, and he will 
rebuke the Iands and the M aues; tho' the Buſh burns, 
God be in it, it hall not be confumed, Yet this 
is not all, Chriſt is not oviy 2 4c Shzp, but at the 
Helm ; whatever threatens the Church is ordered 
by the Lord Jeſus, and ſhaſl be made to work for 
its Good, It is excellently expreſſed by Mr. George 
Herbert ; | TO 
' Away Deſpair, my gractous God doth hear, 
hen Winds au Wines auclt my Keel, 


He doth preſorcs it, he dot jeer, 


Even thhen ths Boat ems M. to reel. 
Storms are the Trete, has Art, 
oh I} et may 22 ce 177d EYES, Put Not his Heart. 
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48 Har to Spend the Day with God 


It is a ſeaſonable Word at this Day; what God 
will do with us we cannot tell; but this we are ſure, 
He is a God of Zudgment, infinitely, wiſe and jull, 


and therefore Bleed are all they that wait for him. 


Ifa. xxx. 18. He will do bis own Work in lus 
own Way and Ce: and tho“ we be hurried back 


into the Wilderneſs, when we thought we had been 
upon the Borders of Canuan, v e fuer juſt for our 
nbel:ef and Murmurings, but 

will be found faithful to his Promiſe ; his Time to 
judge for ws Pe cope and ie repent. am ef concerning 
his Servants, is when he /ees that their Strength 
4 gone. This was ſcen of d in the Mount of 5 
Lord, and ſhal}. be a zaiu. And therefore Jet us con- 
tinue in a waiting rene. Hold out Faith and Pa- 
tience, for it is good tiat a Man pu both hope and 
quietly wart for the Salvattan g/ the Lord. 


2. It ſpakes a conſtant Attendance bon han i in a 


way of Duty. And ſo we underſtand the Day bas: 
rally; it was David's Practice to wart upon lod all 
the Day, PITTS. It vgmhes both every Day, and 

all te Day! /ong; it is the ſame with that Command 
Prov. xXu1. 17. Be thou in the Baar of the Lord «ll 
the Day long. 

Dott. It is not enough for « us to begin every Day 
with God, but on him we mt wat every Day, 
and all Ne Day. J g. 

For the opening of this I muſt ſhew, (I.) What 


it is to wart, upon Log; And, (2.) That we muſt do 


this every Day, and all the, Day long. 


For the Fir/t, Let us enquire, what it is 0 20a! 


on God, You: have heard how much 1 it is our Duty 


in the Morning to /pea4. to him, in ſolemn Prayer. 


Bat have we then done with him for all Day? No, 
we muſt till be waztrng on him : as, one o whom 
we ſland very nearly related. and very /trongly obitged, 


To wart on-God | 15 to live A Life of Dire towards 10 
Debt 


od acts wilely, and 


How to Spend the Day with Gol, 49 
in him, Dependance on him and Devotedneſs to 
i. It is to live a Lie of Defire towards God; 
to wait on him, as the Beggar waits on his Bene- 
ator, with earneſt Delite to receive Supplies 
from him; as-the Sick and Sore in Betheſda's Pool, 
warted for the flirrivg of the Water, and attended in 
the Porches with Delire to be helped in and healed. 
When the Prophet had ſaid Lord in the Way of 


thy Fudgroments we havg warted for thee, he explained 


himſelf thus in the next Words, the Defare of our 
Solis to thy Name, and to the Remembrance of the; 
| and with my Soul have I deſired thee. Iſa. xxvi. 8. . 
Our Deſire muſt be not only towards the good Thing. 
that God gives, but towards God kim/elf, his Favour 
and Love, the Manifeſtation of his Name zo vs, and 
the Influences of his Grace z hn vs. Then we wait 
o God, when our Souls pant after him, and his Fa- 
vour, when we t /or God, for tne Living God; 
Q that I way behold the Beauty of the Lord! O 
that I may taſte his Goodneſs! O that I may bear 
his Image, and be entirely conformed to his Will. 
For there is none en Ileaten or Earth, that I can de- 
fre iu Compart/on of him. O that I may know him 
more, and love hun better, and be brought nearer to 
um, and made fitter for him. Thus upon the Wings 
of Holy Defire ſhould our Sonls be fil /oaring uþ- 
wards towards God, ſtill prefling forwards towards 
Heaven. | | 
We muſt not only pray folemnly in the Moru- 
ing, but that Dee which is the Life and Soul of 
Prayer, hke the n 117 he Altar, muſt be kept 
conttnually burning, ready for the Sacrihces that are 
to be offered upon it. The Bent and Bias of the 
Soul in all iis Motions muſt be towards God, the 
/erinng of him in all we do, and the enjoying of him 
in all we have. And this is principally intended in 
the Commands given us to pray always, to Pray 
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50 Howto Spend the Day with God: 


without ceaſe ing, to continue in Prayer. Even whe, 
we are not making adual Addrefles to God, yet wo 
muſt have habitual Inclinations towards him; as 3 
Man in Health, tho' he is not always eating, yet 
has always a Diſpoſition in him towards the Nour. 
ichments and Delights of the Body. Thus yl! 
we be always wailtag on God, as our chief Good, 
and moving eg, s 

2. It is to hve a Life of Delipht in God, as the 
Lover waits on his Beloved. Delire is Love 12 . 
tion, as à Bird upon the Wing; Delight is Love 4“ 
firſt, as a Bird upon the Neſt ; now tho” our Deſire 
muſt {till be ſo towards God. as that we mull be 
wiſhing for more of God, yet our Delight muſt he 


ſo in God, as that we muſt never willy for :nore than 


God, Believing him to be a God e. five, mW 
him we mult be entirely /atisfred: let him be wh 14 
and I have enough. Do we love to love God ? lit 
a Pleaſure to us is think that there 1: a God, at he 
is ſuch a one as he has revealed himſeif to be, 0 at 
ne is our Godby Creation to diſpoſe of us as he pice- 
eth, our God in Covenant to dilpoſe of all for the 
beſt to us; this is Wailing on 047 God, always 100k 
ing up to him with Plealure. 

Something or other the Sov! has that it ue Us 
elf by, ſomething or other that it repajes e, wh, 
and what 1s ite God or the Wld! What 5 it that 
we pride ourjeives in? Which we make the Nailer 
of our Boaſting ; It is the Character of wor diy Hel. 


| pe, that they b tem VES 2: the AMultitude of hiv 


Nicſies, Plalm xlix. 6. and of their own Mig l. © and 
the Power ir ther oun Hands, which they think nas 
gotten them this Wealth; It is the Charafter of 7 

ly Peo ople, that zn God they boaſt a the Day ap 
Pſalm xliv. 8. That is wailing on God: Hu 
vur Eyes always upon him with a ſec rot Cnet OY 
5, as Men have upon that which is thei: 0 One 
1 which they glory in. | 
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What is it that we plea/e our/elves with, which we 
embrace with the greateſt Satisfaction, in the Bo- 
ſom of which we lay our Heads, and in having which 
we VU our/elves, as having all we would have; the 
worltly Man when his Barns are full of Corn, faith, 
ol, take thine Eaſe, eat, drink and be merry; the 
cally Mon can never ſay fo till he finds his Heart 
{all of God, and Chriſt, and Grace; and then, return 
unto thy Net O my Soul, here repoſe thyſelf; the graci- 
ous Soul dwells in Got, is at Flome in him, and there 
dwells at Eafe, is in him perpetually pleaſed; and what- 
erer he meets with in the World to make him un- 
:a/y he finds enough in God'to balance it, 
g. It is to live a Life of Dependunce on God, as: 
the Child warts e hes Father, whom he has a Cor 
dence in, and on whom he ca/ts all A Care, To wait. 
on Got is to expect all Good to come to us from him, 
as the Worker ol all Good for us, and in us, the Gi- 
ver of all Good to us, and the ProteGier of us from 
ali Evil, Thus David explains himfelf. Pſalm IXIi. 


5. My Soul ward. tfiour only. upon God, and continue 


eib to do fo, for my Expeftation ts /rom him, I look 


not to any other for the Good I. need; for I know 


that very Creature is thai to me, and no more than 
he makes it to be, and from him every Man's Judg- 
ment proceeds. Shait we tft up our Eyes to the Hills ? 
Doth our Ile come from thence? Doth the Dew 


that waters the Vallies come no-further than from 


the Tops of the Hits? Shall we go higher, and liſt 
up our Eyes to the Heavens, to the Clouds? Can: 


chey of themſelves g1ve tain? No, If God hear not 


C 
the Heavens, they hear not the Earth, we muſt 


therefore look avcwe Tlill, above the Heavens, 
1 1 0 . ; , i 
for all our Helb comte from the Lord! It was the 


| G £ "AAR R 
Acknowledgment OL A Ning. an! 0 good One nei 
2 1 4 p fl, f ; fs 1 ; 
the: , [ Fe Jord 40 70d Help thee, WAREN Ee ſhalt! 1 
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ſeth not his own Way, but Volloueth his Mafler Step 
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And our Expedclations from God as far as they 
are guided by, and grounded upon the Word which 
he hat} ſpoken, ought o be humbly confident, and 
with a full Afurance of Faith. We mult know and 
be ſure, that no Word of God ſhall. fall to the 
Ground, that the Fagectalion of the Poor ſha! not 
ferijh. Worldly People ſay to their Gold, hor or! 
ny Hope; and to the fine Gold, {tou art my C 
dence; and the Rich Man's Wealth is his ſtrong City : 
But God is the only Refuge and Portion of ths 


* - 


Godly Man here in the Land of the Iiting; it is to 


him only that he ſaith, and be faith it with a boly 
Boldneſs, hou art my Hope and my Confidence. The 
Hes of all Things waz on him, for he js good to «lj; 
but the 75 of his Saivts eſpecially, for he is in a 


peculiar Manner good to Jad, good to them. 


They #now b15 Name, and therefore will truſt, and 


1% in him, as thoſe that know they ſhall nc: 
be made aſhamed of their Hope. 


* 4&3 


4. It is to live a Life of Devoteanef/s to Cod, as 
the Servant waits on his Maſter, ready to obſerve 
his Will, and to do his Work, and in every Thing 
fo canſult his Honour and Intereſt. To wa? en 
God is entirely and vnreſervedly to refer our ler: to 
his wiſe. .and holy Direttions and Dilpoſals, ad 
chearfully to arguieſce in them, and comply wih 

; The Servant that warts on his Maſter ha- 


by Step; this muſt we wait on God, as thoſe that 
have no Will of our own, but what is wholly re- 
folved into Bis; and muſt therefore Rady to accom- 
folved into his; and muſt therefore Rudy to acco! 

modate ourſeives'to his. It is the Charetter of tie 


Hedeemed of. the Lord, that they follow the Land 
where/oever he goes, With an implicit Faith and Obe- 


dience. As the Eyes of a Servant are 10 the Hani of 
lis Maſler, and the Eyes of a Maiden to the Hand of 
hes Mijtre/5, /o muſt our Eyes tart on the Lord, to 
do what he appoints us, to take what he cane us; 
LY "ew ah 7er 


Foto io Spend the Day with Cod. 83. 
Father thy Will be-done; Maſter, thy Will be done. 
The Servant Waits on bis Maſter, not only to do 
hun Service, but to do Ain Honour; and thus muſt 
zue walt n God, that Wwe may be to him for A Name, 5 
ant on Praſe. His Glory mult be bur ultimate 
End, to which we, and all we are, have, and can 
do, muft be dedicated; we muſt wear his Livery, 
Atennd iu his Courts and follow his Mations as his 
Servant; fer this. End, that he may in all Things be 

To Hit vn God, is to make his Will our Rule. 

1. To make the Hi of his Precept. ihe Rule of © 
or Practice, and to do evety Duty with an Eye to 
that. We muſt wart on him to receive. his Com- 
nands, with a Reſolution to comply with them, 
Mow much ſoe ver they may eo our corrupt 
Incl:nations, or ſecular Intereſts. We muſt waz n 
km, as the Holy Angels do that altvays b*hoid the 
Jace of uber, Father, and thoſe that are at his back, 
and are ready to go upon the leaſt Intimation of his 
Will, tho' but by a Wink of his Eye, wherever he 
ſends them. Thus muſt we % e Mill of God, as 
ne agel do it that are in Heaven, thofe Miniſters 
of his chat do his Pleaſure, and are always about his 
Throne in order to it; never out of the Way. 

David here prays, that God would jew him Lis 
'Fuy, and lead him, and teach him, and 4eep him, 
and /orward him in the Way of his Duty; and fo 
the Text comes in as a Plea to enforce that Petition, 
ior o thee do I watt all the Day; ready to recotie” 
the Law from thy Mouir, and in every Thing to ob- 
jerve thine Orders. And then it intimates this, that 
'noſe and thoſe only can expett'to be taught of God, 
who are ready and willing to do as they are taught. 
If any Man all ds his Will, be ftedfaflly reſolved. 
in the Strength of his Grace to comply with it, he 
mall 4202 what his Will is. . Dadi prays, Lord, 

, E 1 | | e 


bs 


* 


Cine ge, Underſtanding 


e then e himielf, 
I. ſiall kee lu a, yea, 4 /.: obferwe. it; as the 
Servant thi wats on his NIA RT. + hey that £0 1 


to the, Tous of Lord, with an Eapetlation that 


he wall - Tring Wa ys, it muſt be with an hum. 
ble Reſo La. A will alk Tn g Paths. 16s, 


31. 3s „let the Pullax. of: Cloud and. Fire go * Ba 
ore Me, 1450 1 ary 4 gteſun 


maned. w with ſull Purpoſe of 
5. art 10 Vallon it, 3 and. = Wo a O MY. God all the 
ay. 

2. To make we Wall of ts Providence, the Hul, 
7 our Patzence, and to bear every Affliction with an 
X tothat. We are ſure, it is God that per/orme: 

Thangs for us; and he performeth the rg that 
75.0 G 40 us; We are as ſure that all is well t Hat 
doth, ant ſhall be macle 10. for Good to all 

wr love, him; and 1 in order to that We ought to ac. 
1 n, and eccommodate' ourfelues to the whole 
i of: God. To zuaft on the Lord, is to ſay, it is 
805 Lot, let. him do with me as ſemetj ood 10 him, 
becauſe nothing feemeth good, to him, ; wiiat is 
rea!lv good; and. ſo we lhalt ſee, when God's Work 
appeers in a fall Light; it is to fay, not as I u, 


' but as thou wilt, for ſhould it be according 10 mi 


And It is to bring our Mind to our C e in 
every Thing, fo as to: keep that calm and eaſy, what- 
ever happens to make us uneaſy. 

And we muſt therefore. bear. the Affiiction, whats 
ever it is, becauſe it is the, Will of Cod; it 15 what 
he has alloted us, who doth all according tothe Counr 


He of his own HA. This is Chriltian, Patience; ! 


was dumb, I opened not my Mouth, not. becanſe i! 
was to no Purpe/e to complain, but becauſe thou 


aid} it, and therefore I bad no. Reaſon to complain. 
And thus will reconcile us to AfMliftion, ont 28 


well as another, becauſe whatever it is, it is the 1/77 
Goll; ; and, in Compphange: with, that we muſt not 


only 


* 1 - * 
* 
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only be Silent, becaufe of the Soveraignty of his 
Will, o unto hum that tries with his Maker ; but 


we muſt be /attsfixd, becauſe of the Wiſdom and. 
Goodneſs of ii. Whatever the Diſpoſals of God's 
Providence may be concerning choſa that aazz, on. 
kim, we may be ſure that as he doth them no Wrong,. 
% he means them no Hurt: Nay, they may ſay as 
the Halmiſi did, even then when he was plaguen: 
ail the Day lang, and chafined every Morning, how- 
ener it be, jet G if good; and therefore, e hg. 


ay me, yet undl I truſt: in hin, yet will I unit on fam, 


1 might. open this Duty of waztzng, on Cod, by 


* 


other Scripture Expreilions which /pea the /ame 
Thing, and are, as this, Compreken/ave of a great Part 
of that, Homage, which we are bound to pay to him, 
2nd that Communion which it is OLE to keep 
up with him, Truly thus our Fellowſhap 1s with the 
batherg and uith the Son Feſus Chrift, 13 
It is to /t Cod always before us, Plalm xvi. 8. 
To look upon him as one always near us, always at 
our right Hare and that has hrs Eye upon us, wher-. 
ever e, ate and whatever we are doing; nay, as one, 


i whom we live, and move, and have our Being, with 
whom we have ta do, and to whom we are accoun- 


table. This is preſſed upon us, as the great Principle, 
of Goſpel Obedience; wal before me, and be thou 


_ «bright; herein conſiſts that Uprightneſs which is, our 


Evangelical Perfection, in walking at all Times as bes. 


/are Cod. and ſtudy ing to approve ourſelves to him. 


It is to have our Eyes ever towards the Lord, as it 


follows here, Plalm xxv. 13. Tho' we cannot ſee him, 


by Reaſon of preſent Diſtance and Dar kneſs, yet we 


muſt, ook towards him, towards the Place where his 


Honour dwells; as thoſe that deſire the Knowledge of 
him and his Wall, and direct all to his Honour as the, 
Mark we aim. at, labouring in this, that whzther fre. 


En or alſent we may leu of ume To wait on hum, | 
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is to fatlow him 27h our Eye in all thofeThings where. 


in he is pleaſed to maniſeſt himſelf, and to admit the 
Diſcoveries of his Being and Perfections. 

It is to be God in all our Way s, Prov. iii. 
6. In all the tions of Lite, and in iſt the Affalrs 
of Lite, we muſt walk in his Hand, and fet our. 
ſelves in the Way of his Steps. In all our Undertak. 
ings we muſt walt upon him for Direction and 
Succels, and by Faith and Prayer commit our Icy 
to him to undertake for us; and him we. muſt take 
with us wherever we go; I thy Preſence g Foes not 1p 


wth ws, [ry us not up hence. In all our Comfort; 


we muſt ſee his Hand giving them out to us, and in 


all our Crofles we muſt fee the ſame Hand laving 


them upon us, that we may learn to receive both 


Good 2nd Evil, and to bleſs the Name of the Lord 


both when he gives, and when he tales. 
It is to oon the Lord fully, as Caleb did: Numb. 


xiv. 24. It is to 7uſfil after: the Lord, fo the Word 


is; to have reſpett to ad kis Commandments and to 
ſtudy to and compleat in his whole I 20; Wher- 


ever God leads us, and goes before vs,"we-mull he 


Followers of him as dear Children, maſt 8 Lhe 
Lamb whilherfoever lie goes, and take him for e ou 
Guide whitherſoever we go. 

This is to wart on God, and thoſe that do fo may 
chearfully wart for him, for he will without fail. ap- 
pear in due Time 70 their Foy, and that Word of 
Solomon ſhall. be made good to hem; tre that wait: 
on his Maſter ſha! be honoured, for Chrilt has ſac 
where I am, there Halt alſo my Servant Le, Prov. xxvi:. 
18. 

For the frond Thing. Having ſhewed you what 


it is to zrart on Cod, I come next to ſhew, that this 


ve muſt do every Day, and all the Day long. 


1. We muſt watt or our Cod every Day. On: 7 


bie, ſo ſome. This is the Work of ecery Hay, 
which: 


ys We ALS. D-% ooo. mw i 


. 
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1 | 
which is to be done tn its Day, tor the Duty of every 
Dar requires it. Servants in the Courts of Princes 
have their Weeks, or Months of reg appointed 

and are tyed to attend ouly at certain Times. But 
God's Servants muſt never be out gf waiting ; all 
the Days of our appointed Tine, the Time of our 
Work and Warfare here on Earth we muſt be watts. 
ing, Job. xiv. 14. And not deſire or expett to be 
dilcharged from this Attendance, till we come to 
Heaven, where we ſhall wait on God, as Angels do, 
more nearly and conſtantly, i 
We mult wait on God every Da,, 
1. Boih on Satbath Days, and on Rl Days. 
The Lord's Day is inſtituted and appointed on 
' Purpoſe for our Attendance on God in the Courts. gf 
of las Mouse, there we mult wart on hin to give 
(Glory to him, and to receive both Commands, and 
Favours from hint. Miniſters muſt then watt on 
err Minftry, Rom. xv. 5. And People muſt wait 
on it too, N as Cornelius for. himſelſf and his 
Friends, now we are all here ready before God to hear 
ail Things that are commanded thee of God, Adds x. 
33. It is for the Honour of God to help to fill u 
the Aſſemblies of thoſe that attend at the Foot-ſtoo 
of his Throne, and to add to their Number. The 
woe Sabbeth-time, except what is taken up in Works 
of Neceſſity and Mercy, mult be employed in watt. 
% on our God. Chriſtians are ſpiritual Prieſts, and 
as ſuch it is their Buſineſs to war? in God's Houſe, 
at the Time appointed. Es 
But that is not enough; we muſt wait upon our 
God on Week-days too, for every Day in the Week 
we want Mercy from him, and have Work to-do for 
wm, Our waiting upon him in public Ordinances 
on che fir/t Day of the Week, is deſigned to fox us to, + 
and fit us for Communion with him all the Week 
alter; ſo that we anſwer not the Intentions of the 
„ Sabbath 
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Sabbath, unleſs the Impreſſions of it abide upon us, 
and go with us into the Buſineſs of the Week, and 
be let always in the Imaginalion of the Thoughts »f 
cur Heart. Thus from one Sabbath to another, ai, 


from one Neu. moon to another, we mult keep ina 


holy gracious Frame; muſt be ſo in the Speret o. 
Lord's Day, as to walk in the Spirit all the Werk. 
2. Both on Jule Days, and Bufy Days, we mutt 
be found wartzng on God, Some Dass of our Lives 
are Days of Labour and Hurry, when our particular 
Calling calls ior our clofe e A den; 
but we muſt not think that will excuſe us from our 
conſtant Attendance on God. Even then when our 


Hands are working about the World, our Hearts may 


be waiting on ow God, by an habitual Regard to lum 
to his Providence as our Guide, and his Glory as 
our End in oor worldly Buſineſs; and thus we mult 
abide with him in them. Thoſe that / vp early, 
and /it up late, and eat the Bread of Careſulue/s iu 


- Purſuit of the World, yet are concerned to war? 5? 


Cod, becauſe otherwiſe all their Care and Pains will 
ſignify nothing; it is Labour in vain, Plalm cx. 
1. 2. Nay, it is Labour in the Fire. 

Some Days of our Lives we relax from Buſineſs, 
and tate our Eat. Many of you have your Time 


i for Divecſhon, but then when you lay aſide otl:o 


Bufinels, this of tin % God muſt not be {1:4 


aſide, When you prove yourſetves with ele, os 


Solomon did. and ſay, you will enjoy Pleaſure a little, 
yet let this F77/dom remain with you, Eccl, (ti. 1. g. 
let your Eye be then up to God, and take heed of 
dropping your Communion: with him, in that which 
= call an agreeable Converſation with your Frienis, 
Whether it be a Day of Work, or a Day of Ned, 
we {hall find nothing like waz{1ng upon God, both 
fg fhiten the Toil of our Work, and to /ewerten the Com 

for 
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/5rt of our Repote, fo that whether we have muc/ 
io do, or little to do in the World, ſtill we muſt waz 
upon God, that we may be kept from the Lemptati- 
ous that attends both che one and the other, 
. Both in Days of Pro/p:ricy, and tn Days of 
Abverfiy we muſt be found Wall iz upon God. 
Doth the World ſinile upon, us, and court us? yet 
let us not turn from attend: g on God, to make our 
Court to it: If we have :;ever fo much of the Health 
of the World, yet we cannot tay we have no need of 
Cod, no further Occaſion to make uſe of him, as 
David was: ready to fay, when n A Profberity he 
fad he ſhould never be moved, but ſoon faw his Er- 
ror, when God ad hs Face, and he was troubicd, 
7% xxx, 6. When our Affairs proſper, and 2200 
ur Hands God briaget? fprentifully, we mult watt 
2 755 God as our great "Eoandlord and on our ys 
galtons to him; muſt beg his Bleſling on iat 1 
abe, and his Favour with :t, and depend upon Torn 
boch for the Continuance, and tor the T's 2 of it, 
We muſt wait upon God for Wiſdom and Grace, to 
uſe what we have in the World for the Ends for 
which we are intrͤſted with it, as thoſe that maſt 
give Account, and know not how foon. And how 
much ſocver we have of this Workl, and how vic 
ſorver it is given us to enjoy it, A313 we muſt wait 
upon God for better Things, not only than my WW orld 
mY es, but than he himſelf gives za this IForld, Lord 
put me not off with this for a Portion. 

And when the World frowns. upon us, and Things 
go very croſs, we wult not fo fret, oun/eires at its 
Erg! vns or fo frighten our feli e with then 1, as theres 

by to be driven off con Waitit nz on God, but rather 
let us thereby be driven to it, Alllictions are ſent 
for this Eid, to ring us to the Throne of Grace, to 
teach us 0 pray, and to make the Word of God's 
Grace precious to us. In the Day of our Sorrow we 
muſt 
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mull wat? upon Cod for thoſe Comforts which are ſuf. 
ficient to balance our Grze/; Job when in Tears, vel! 
down and worſhiped God, taking away, as well as ger. 
ung. In the Day of our Fear we muſt waz up; 
God for thofe Encouragements that are ſufficient t 
felence our Fears ; Jeligſſiaplal. in his Diſtreſs waited 
on Cod, and was not in vai, his Heart was ch 
ed by it; and fo was David's often, which brought 
tim to this Reſolution, which was an Anchor to his 
Soul, what Pe I am afraid, I will truſt in thee, 
J. Bock in the Days of Forth, and in the Days of 
ol Age, we muß be Tound war!tng on God. J hoſe 
that are Young cannot begin their Attendance on 
God too oon. The Child Samuel ii to the Lord, 
and the Scripture Story puts a particular Mark of 
Honour upon it; and Chriſt was wonderfully pleaf 
ed with the Zo/anras of the Children that wazted 
on him, when he rode in Triumph into Zeru/aten: 
When Solomon in his Youth, upon his Acceſſion to 
the Throne waited upon God for Miſdom, it is Haid 
the /aying pleaſed the Lord, I remember thre (ſaith God 
to fach even the Kindneſi of thy Youth when thoy 
- wenteſt after me, and didſt wait upon me in a Wilder 
ne, Jer: It. 2. To wait upon Gad, is to be mindju 
of our Creator and the proper Time for that is in the 
Days of our Youth, Excel. xii. i. Thoſe that would 
mt, wpon God aright, muſt learn bertimes to do it; 
the moſt Accumpliſhed Courtiers are thoſe that are 
bred at Court. Bo ro 
And may the Old Servants of Jeſus be diſmiſied 
from waiting on him! No, their Attendance is til 
required and fhall be ſtill accepted; they ſhall not he 
cait off by their Maſfler in the Time of old Age, and 
therefore let not them then delert his Service. Wien 
through ihe Infirmities of Age they can no louger be 
working Servants in God's Family, ye! they mav e 
eating Servants in thoſe that like Barzillas me wniit 
. | jor 
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for the Entertainments of the Courts of Earthly Prin- 
ces, yet may reliſh the Pleaſures of God's Court ay. 
well as ever. The Lewes when they were pait the 
Age of fifty, and were diſcharged from the toillome 
Part of their Mini ſtration, yet ſtill muſt wait on-God, 
muſt be quieily waiting, to give Honour to him, 
and to receive Comfort from him. Thoſe that have 
Jone the Fill of God, and their doing Work is at an 
End, have nced Fatience to enable them to wait 
"till they inherit the Promife and the nearer the 
Happineſs is which they are walting for, the dearer 
thould the God be they are wazting on, and hope 
ſhortly to be with, to be with eternally! 1 

2 We mult wait on our God the Day, loto ilie, 
ſo we read it. Erery Day from Mormng to Night 
we muſt continue wazttzng on God ; whatever Change 
there may be of our Employment, this muſt be the 
conſtant Diſpoſition of our Souls, we mult attend 
upon God, and have gur Eyes ever borbarus lim; we 
mut not at any Time allow . ourſelves to wander 
from God, or to attend on any Thing s him, 
but what we attend on for him; in Subordination to 
his Will, and in Subſerviency to his Glory. 

1, We muſt cat our daily Cares upon lim. Every 
Day brings with it its freſh Cares, more or leſs, 
theſe wake with us every Morning, and we need 
not go fo jar forward as to mo rom to fetch Care, 
/affecient unto the Day is the Evil thergof; you that 
are great Dealers in the World, have your ee at- 
tending you the Day; tha” you keep them to your 
feives, yet they fit down with you, and rife up with 
you; they go out and come in with you, and are 
more a Loa upon yau than thoſe E. converſe witlt 


a2 aware of, Some, through the Weakneſs of their { 
Spirits, ©: 8 determine any Thing but with 1 
4 r rand 44 22 ng 0 "> 3. ; | 4 Spe, | 5 g 
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Let this Burthen be caff. p the Lora, believing 
that his. Providence extends itſelf to all your Affairs 
to all Events concerning you, and to all the Circum- 
ſtances of them, even the moſt minuie and ſeemingly 
gctidemtal; that your Temes are-in his Hand, and all 
youn Ways at his Diſpoſe; believe his Promiſe, that 
all Things ſhall be made to cuarſ for good to tho/e that 
{one him, and then refer. it to him in-every Thing, 0 
da with you and yours ag /eemeth good in hit Eyes; 
and reſt{atisfied in having done ſo; and reſolve to be 
Bring your Cares to God by raver 23 the 
orning, ſpread: them beſore him, and then make 

it to appear all the Day, by the Compoſedneſs and 
Chearfulneſs of your Spirits, that you left beam 
with him as Hannaù did, who, when ſhe vad pra ved, 
went thier Way andi did eat, and'her-Countenance was 
no more /ad, 1 Sam. i. 18. Commit your Way. to ths 
Lord, and then ſubmit tochis Diſpoſal of it, thei it: 
may: craſs. yaur Expeftations; and bear up yours 
ſelves upon the: Aſſurances God has given you, that | 
he will care for you: as: the: tender Father for the 
oO Os e Our. 

2. We muſt mand e Our. analy. Bufme/s or 0 Am, 
with an. Eye to his Providence, puling us into the 
Calling and Employment wherein we are; and to 
his- Frecept, making Diligence iu it our Duty; with 
an Eye to his Blefrng; as that which is. nece ſſai y os 
make it comfortable and ſueceſsful; ande to his Glo 
ry, as our higheſt End ein all. This /andifirs our 
common Actions to God, and ſheetens them, and 
makes them pleaſant to ourſelves. It: Gaius brings 
his Friends: that he. 1s parting wilbea little Wah on 
their Journey, it is but a Piece of common Cro!/ity, 
but let him doit after: a godly, Sort; let him in 1 
pay reſnect to them. becauſe they belong io C 
and for his Sake; let him do it that he nis Have an 

Opportunm y of fo muck more profitable Communi- 
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cation with them, and then it becomes an Act of 
Clhriftian Piety, F John vi. It is a general Rule 
by which we muſt govern ourſelves in the Buſineſs 
of every Day, whatever we do in Mord or Deed,. to , 
d al in the Name of the Lord Feſus, Col. iii. 17. 
and thus in and by the Mediator we waz on ννν Go. 
This is particularly recommended to Servants, 
ibo their Employ ments are but mean, and they are 
under the Command of their Maſters accordeng to 
the Fleſh, yet let them do their ſervile Works as 
the Servarits of hriſt, as unto the Lord, and not un- 
4o Men; let them do it with Stnglene/s of Heart as 
anto Clirrjt, and they ſhall be accepted of him, and 
from him ſhall receive the Reward of the Inheritance, 
Eph. vi. 5,-6, 7, 8. Col. iii. 29, 24 Let chem 
29477 on God all the Day. when they are doing their 
days Work, by doing, it »fanhfully and conſeienti- 
oully, that they may adorn the Doctrine of God our 
Seviour, by aiming at his Glory even in common 
Bulinsſs: They. work that they may get Bread, they 
would get Bread that they may ive, they would 
ae not that thay may live to themſelves, and pleaſe 
themſelves, but that hey may {ive At God, and pleaſe 
him. They av9rk that they may ill up Time, and 
Fell up ta Place in the World, and becauſe that Gad 
who idea, maintains us, has appointed us with 
Quiet ueſ 40 work und mind our own Buftnefs. 

g. We muſt receive aur daily Comforts from lim; 
we ft vat on , as our Benefattor, as the Eyes 
of ell I. ASS wazt upon him, to give them their Food 
an due Seaſon, end What Ke gructh them, that they ga- 
ter. To him we muſt look as to our Father Far 
our Daly Hxead, and from him we are appointed to 
it, yea tho' we have it in the Houſe, 'tho' we 
have it on the Table. We muſt wait upon him for 
a Covenant Right to :4, for leave to make Uſe of 
i, for a Bleſſing upon it, for Nouriſhment by it, 
| Fa 5 and 
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for Comfort in it. It is in the Word and Pre; 
that we wart on Cod, and keep up Communion with 
him, and by theſe every Creature of God 25 Sant. 
ed to us, 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. and tl. > Property of it 
is altered; to the Pure all Things are pure; they 
have them from the Covenant, and not from coin. 
mon Providence, which makes a little that the Rich. 
teous Man has, better than the Riches of many Wicked, 
and much more valuable and comfortable. 
No Indueement can be more powerfſu] to make 
us fee to it, that what we have, we get it Sone] and 
\nſe it /oberly, and give God his due out of it, than 
ithis Confideranton, tliat we have our All from the 
Hand of God, and are intruſted with it as Stewards, 
and conſequetith) are accountable. If we have this 
Thought as a golden Thread runing through all the 
Comforts of every Day, theſe are God's Gifts, every 
Bit we eat, and every Drop we drink is Ars Me: cy, 
every Breath we draw, and every Step we take, 
u Mercy, this will keep us continually wartzng n 
bim, as the 45 on his Maſſer' Crib, and will put a 
double Sweetneſs into all our Enjoyments. God 
will have his Mercies taken reſh from his Compa//- 
ons, Which for this Reaſon are ſaid to be new cricry 
Morning : and therefore it is not once a Week chat 
we are to wait upon him, as People go to Market to 
buy Proviſions for the whole Week, but we mat: 
wait on him every Day, and all the Day, as thoie 
that live from Hand to Mouth, and yet live cr) 
e. R 
15 We muſt 7e our daily Tem plations, and de 
our daily Duties in the Strength of his Grace, Eveiy 
Day brings its Temptations with it; our Maſtet 
knew that when he taught us, as duly as we pray 
for. our. daily Bread, to prey that we might not be 
led into Temptation, There is no Buſineſs wer en. 
gage in, no Enjoyment we partake of, but it hs 
Went 8" Sh | '!> 
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$Sfkres attending it; Sefan by it aſſaults us, arid en- 
dexvours to A ug into Si Now Sin is the great 
Evil we ſhould: be continnally upon our Guard 
againlt; as Veleta was, Chap. vi. 19. That I 
ſrould be afraid, and dg Jo; and fin. And we have 
no Way to ſecure ourſelves but by waiting on God 
all the Day, we muſt not only in the Morning put 
ourfely2s under the Protection of his Grace, but we 
muſt al Day keep ourſelves uuder the Shelter of it; 
muſt not on go forth, but go on in dependance upon 
thut Grace which he hath faid ſhall be /afrcrent;/or us, . 
that Care which ci not /uffer us tobe tempird above 
what we are alle. Our waiting upon God wil ſur- 
niſh us with the beſt Arguments to make uſe of in 
zeſiſting Temptations, and with Strength according 
to-the Days be ftrong in the Dork au in te Power 
o/ Hie Might, and then we watt on the Lord all the 
Day. | | 4 
We have Duty to do, many an Opportunity of 
{peaking good Words and domg good Works, and 
we muſt ſee and on that ve are not./uffzceent of ore 
e725 for any Thing that is good, not je much as to 
think a good Thought : we muſt therefore wart whore - 
God, muſt feek to him, and depend upon him, for 
thut Light and Fire, that Wiſdom and: Zeal, which 
is neceſſary to the due Diſcharge of our Duty; that 
by his Grace we may not only be fortefred againſt 
every evil Word and Work, but furnfhed for every 
good Mord and Work, From the Fulneſs that is in 
Jelus Chriſt, we muſt by Faith be-continually draw- 
ing Grace for Grace, Grace for all gractous Exerci- 
tes; Grace to holp in every Time of need: we muſt 
wart on this Graces walt follow the Conduct of it, 
comply with the Operations of it; and muſt be 
tuned to it as Wan de che Seal. i 
3. We muſt bear: our daily ¶ Mictions with Sub. 
waffen do Jus H, We 7 id to expect a 
| | 9 5 


1 


- the Fleſh; ſomething or other happens every Day 
that grieves us, ſomething in our Relations, ſorne- 
thing in our Callings, Events concerning ourſelves 
dur Families, or Friends, that are Matter of Sorrow; 
perhaps we have every Day ſome bodily Pain ©; 
Sickneſs; or, ſome Croſs and Diſappointment in 
our Affairs; now in theſe we muſt walt upon Cod. 
*Chrift requires it of all his Diſciples, that they 74: 
uh their Croſs daily, Mat. xvi. 24. we mull not 
: wilfully pluck the Croſs down upon us, but mult 
take it up when God Jays it in our Way, and not 
go a Step out of the Way of Duty, either to it, or 
to 77/4 it. It is not enough to bear the Cross, but 
we muſt tale it up, we muſt accommodate our. 
*Felves'to it, and aquieſce in the Will of God init. 
Not,  thes is an Euil and I muſt hear it, becauſe ! 
cannot help it, but ts is an Emil and I will bear il, 
\ becauſe it is the Will of God. | 
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WMemuſt ſee: every Affliction alloted us by ou | 
Heavenly Father, and in it muſt 1 60 his cor ct | 
Hand, and therefore mult wart on him to know the | 
Laufe wherefore he contends with us, what the fault 4 
is for which we are in this Affliction caa/tened V 
the Diſtemper is which is to be by this Aﬀitticn | 
exred, that we may anſwer God's End in afflicting t 
us, and fo may be made Partaters H Holt. 2 
We mult attend the Motions of Providence, keep 4 
dur Eye upon our Father when he frowns, that we 1 
may diicgyer what his Mind is, and what the Cv-- E” 
diente is we are to learn, by the IH lat we fuer of 
e muſt wait on God for Support under our Bus «t 
mens; muſt put ourſelves into, and Nay ourfelve 1 
upon the eterlaſting Arms which are laid under the "21 
Children of God io ſoſtain them, When the Red of f 
God is upon them. And him we mutt attend tor A 
Deliveran ce; mult not ſeek to extricate ourſelves | 
Þy-any ſinſul indirect Methods, nor. look 10 Cres E 
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turzs for Relief, but ſtill wart on the Lord until hit 
he has Mercy on ug: well content to bear the Bur- 
then il God eaſe us ol it, and eaſe us in Mercy, 
Plalm cxxiii. 2. If the Afflict ion be lengthened out, 
vet we maſl ted upon the Lord, even when he hades 
As Face, Ia. viii. 17. hoping it is but 2 @ little 
Wrath, and for a {mall Moment, Iſa. liv. 7, 8. 

6. We malt exped the Tidings and Events of eve- 
ry Day, with a chearful and entire Ræſg nation to the 
Dione Providence. While we are in this World, we 
are ſtill expecting, hoping well, tearing ill; we now 
not what @ Day, or a Night, or an Hour will bring 
forth, Prov. xxvii. 1. but it is g with ſomthing, 
and we are too apt to ſpend our Thoughts in vain 
about Things yulure, which happen quite different] 
from what we imagined. Now in all our Proſpetts 


we muſt wait _= God, Wo 
Are we in Hopes of good Tidings, a good Iſſue? 


Jet us wart on Cod as the Giver of the Good wo hope 
for, and be ready to take it from his Hand; and to 
net ham with ſuitable Aﬀettions then when he is 
coming towards us in a Way of Mercy. Whatever 
good we hope for, it is God alone, and his Wiſdom, 
'ower, and Goodnels, that we mult hope in. And 
[therefore our Hopes mult be humble and modeſt, 
and regulated by * Will; what God has promied 
us, we may with Aſſurance promi ourfelves, aud 
no more. If thus we wait on God in our Hopes, 
Hould the Hope be deferred, it would not male the 
Heart ſict, no not if it ſhould be dz/apporntce, ſor 
the God we waz? on, will over-rule all for the be: 
But when the Deere comes, in Proſecution of which 
we have thus wazted on God, we may fee it coming 
from his Love, and it will be a Ter of {zfe, Prov. 
ttt .. | D 

Are we in fear of evil Tidings, of melancholy 
Events, and à lad Iſſue ol the depending A 5 
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Let us w on Cod to be uelivered rom all our Fra, 
from the Things themlelves we are aſraid of, 


and "from the amazing tormenting Fears of them, 


Pſalm xxxiv. 4. When Jacbb was wich good Rex. 
fon afraid of his Brother Hau, he waited on Cod, 
brought his Fears to him, wreſtled with him, and 


prevailed for Diliverance ! What Twme I am @/rad, 


faid David, I wall tra in thee, and wuit on thee: 
and that ſhall ei the Heart, ſhall fix it, fo xx 
to ſot it above the Fear of eve! Trangs. 

Are We in Suſpence between Hope and Fear, ſome- 


times one prevails, and ſametimes the other, let us 


wit on God, as the God to whom belong /e uc, 
of Life and Death, Good and Exil, from whom our 
Jadgment, and every Man's, doth proceed, and 
wormpoſe ourſelves into a quiet Expettation of the 
Event, whatever it may be, with a Reſolution to 
accommodate ourſelves to it: Hope the Beit, and 
get ready for the Work, and then take what God 
ſends. | 
. or Application . 


Firft, Let me further, ys upon you this Duty 
of waiting upon God all the Day, in ſome more par- 
ticular Inſtances, according to what you have to do 
all the Day, in the ordinary Buſineſs of it. We are 
weak and forgetful,” and need to be put in mind of 
our Duty in general, upon _ occaſion for the 
doing of it; and therefore I chafe to be thus paj/:- 
cular, that I may be your Remembrancer. 

1. When you meet with your Families en ttt 
Morning, wait upon God for a Bleſſing upon m, 


and attend him with your Thankſgivings for the 


eee and 2 have nag ara trom 
God the Night paſt; you and your Houſes maſt ierve 


the Lord; muſt wart on lum. See it owing o his 


Goodneſs, who is the Founder and Father of the 
1 | Families 
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Families of the Righteous, that you are together, 
that the Voice of Rejoiring and Salvation is in your 
Iubernaclas, and therefore wait uhon him to conti- 
uue you together, to make you Comſorts to one 
another, to enable you to do the Duty of every Re. 
lation, and to lengthen out the Days of our Tranquil. 
lity in all the Converfation we have with our Fami- 
lies, the Provifion we make for them, and the 
Orders we give concerning them, we muſt ware 
uh God, as the God of all the Famibes of Iſtael, 
fer. xxxi. 1. And have an Eye to Chriſt, as he 18 
whom all the Families of the Earth are bleſſed. 

Every Member of the Family ſharing in Family 
Mercies, muſl wort on God for Grace to contribute 
to Family Duties. Whatever Diſagreeableneſs there 
may be in any Family Relation, inſtead of having 
the Spirit either Surthened with it, or provoked by ix, 
let it be an Inducement to wart on God, who 18 able 
either to redreſs the Grievance, or to balance it, and 
give Grace to bear it. "5. 454 e en 

2, When you are purſuing the Education of your 
Children, or the young Ones under your Caarge, wait 
upon God for i Grace to make the means of their 
Education ſucceſsful. When you are yourſetves giv- 
ing chem Inſtruction in Things pertaining either to 
Life or Godlinels, their general or particular Calling, 
when you are ending them to Sehoo! in the Morning, 
or ordering them the Buſineſs of the Day, wait upon 
God to give them an Underſtanding, and a good Ca- 
pacity tor their Buſineſs. Eſpecially their main 
Buſineſs, /or it ig God that gi vet, Wiſdom, U they 
are but ou, and do not come on as you could with, 
vet wat on God io bring them forward, and to give 
them his Grace in his own Time ; and while you 
are patiently waiting on him that will encourage 
you to ?ake Pains with them, and will likewiſe make 
YOU patent and gentle towards them. . 3 * 
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And let Children and young People wart-on Got 
in all heir daily Endeavours, to fit themliebves {or 
the Service of God and:their Generation; you deſire 
to be Comforts 10 your. Relations, to be good tor 
ſomething in this World, do you not ?. Beg of God 
then a wie and an underſtanden Heart, as: 8 
Aid, and wait upon 423 all th, bs 85 for It, that you 
may be /i:4 ancreafing in II iſilom, i ou do in Sta. 
ture, 3. Wh in Favour with Gd and 

hen you go to your Shops: or our {eines 

70 + Buſtne of * kinks eee 
. for his Preſence with you. Your Buſmeſs calls 
nt Aitendance, every Day, and all the 


Day, ho thy Shop, and thy Shay will keep i! 
„an Q eep thee; 
but let 'Attendance-on < dir. your!Calli $, be 
w conf as your Attendance on your Callings. 
Eye 's Providence in all the Oocurrences of 
them. Open Shop with this Thought, I am now 
inthe Way of Don and I depend upon God to 
bleſs me in it. When you are waiting for Cuſto- 


mens, n on Gd to find you ſomething to do in 
that Calligg to which he hath called you; thoſe | 


 youcall.chance Cuſtomers, you Crouldrathes call. Pro- 
uu ner Cuſlome rs, and ren ſoy aſ the Advantage 


von e. The Lord myiGod brought it ts 


Me. 

| When you are becying and /elling, ſee God's E 
upon you to oblerve, whether you are fond/! : = 
Juſt in your Devlings, and do no Wrong to thoſe you 
deal with; ed ber let your Eye then be np!to ln, 
for that De/eretion to w/tzech God doth iu not 
only 'the Huſbandman, but the Tradelman, Ila. 
XKvin. 26, that Prudence which dtzects he Way, 
and with which it is promiſed the Good Man {hal 
order tas Affairs; for that Blaſing which mates Pack 
and uur no Sorrow with it; for that hong Ff 
which may be oxpetted inthe Way of honeft Hi. 
lence. W 
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Whatever. your Employments be, in Country- 
Bufine, City-Buſineſs, or Sex-Bafineſs, or only in 
| the Buſineſs of the Houſe, go about them in the 
Fear. of God, depending upon him to-make them 
comfortable and ſucceſsful, and to profper the Work 


of zour Hands. unto. you. And hereby you will arm 


yourſelves againſt the many Temptations you are 
compaſſed about wich in your worldly Buſinels ; by 
waiting on Cod. you will be freed from that Care and 
Cumber which attends much jervng, will have your 
Minds raiſed above the little Things of Senſe and 
Time, will! be erreng God, then when you are 
moſt bufy about rt Mord, and will have God: ity 
= Hearts, when your Hands are full of the 
Worid. | | | | | 

4. When you /a4ks a Book in your Hands, God's 
Bock, or any other uſeful good Book, wait upon God 
for his Graco to enable you to make a good w/e of tt. 
Some of you: ſpend a deal of Time every Day un 
reading, and Þ hope none of vou let a Day paſs 


wihout reading ſome Portions of Scripture, either 


alone or with your Families; take heed that the 
Inne you ſpend in reading be not % Nime; it is 
lo, if you read that which is idle and vain; and un- 
profitable ; it 18 ſo, if you read that which is: good, 
even the Word of God iiſelſ, and do not nd it, or 
ol ſerue it, or aim to make it of any Advantage to you; 
wait upon God; who gives you thoſe Helps for your 
Souls, to make-them helpful indeed to you. The 
| Eunuch did ſo when he was reading the Bock of 


he Prophet //azak in his Chariot, and God preſent - 


9 8 one, ho made him underſtand what he 
read, | 


You read perhaps now and Herr the Hiſtories of . 


former Times; in aequainti "g yourſelves with them, 
you muſt have an Eye te God, and to that wife and 


_ gractous Providence which governed ung 
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fore we were born, and preſerved the Church in it, 


and therefore may be ſtill depended upon to do all 
for the beſt, ſor he is Iacl's King of Old. 

5. When you st aown to your Tables, wait on 
God, fee his Hand ſpreading and preparing a Ta- 
ble before you in Deſpite of your Enemies, and in 
the Society of your Friends; often review the Grant 
Which God made to our fiſt Father Adam, and in 
him to us, of the Products of the Earth, Gen. i. 


29. behold I have given you every Herb bearing Sed, 


Bread-Corn eſpecially, to you 24 ſhall be for Maat. 
And the Grant he afterwards made to Noak our e. 


cond Father, and in him to us, Gen. ix. g. £Zrery 
moving Dung that lit eih ſhall be Ment for you, even 
as the green Fer - and fee in thoſe what a bountiifal 
Benefactor he his to Mankind, and wazt upon Ain 
accordingly. GO ; 
_ We muſt eat and drin, to the glory of God, and 
then we wait on him in eating and drinking. We 
muſt receive Nouriſhment for our Bodies, that they 
may be fitted to erde our Souls in the Service of 
God, to his Honour in this World. We muſt 
taſte Covenant Love in common Mercies, and enjoy the 
Creator while we are uſing the Creature; W muſt 
depend upon the Word of Bleſſing from the Mouth 
of God, to make our Food nouriſhing to us and i 
our Proviſions be mean and ſcanty, we muſt make 


up the Want of them by Faith in the Promiſe of 


od, and rejoice in him, as the God of our Sal 
vation, ths the Fig bree doth no! bloffſom, and there ts 
no Fruit in the Vine, © 3 

6. When you ga, your Friends, or receive their Vi- 
its, wait upon God ; let your Eye be to him wich 
Thankfulneſs for your Friends and Acquaimence, 


that you have Comfort in; that the Wilderne/: is 


not made your Haptation, and the /olttary and de- 
fart Land your Dauelling: that you have Comfort 
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not only iu your own Houſes, but in thoſe: of your 
Neighbours, with whom you have Freedom of Con- 
verſe ; and that you are not drzver out from amon 
Men, and made a Burthen and Terror to all es. 
you, That you have Cloathing not only for Neceſſi- 
iv but for Ornament, to go abroad in, is a Mercy 
which, that we may not pride ourſelves in, we mull 
iake notice of God in, I decked thee with Ornaments, 
faith God, and put Ear-rings in thine Ears, Ezek. 
xvi. 11, 12. That you have Houles, Furniture, 
and Entertainment, not only for yourſelves but for 
your Friends, is a Mercy in which God muſt be 
acknowledged. | | | 

And when we ate in Company we muſt look up 
% God, for Wiſdom to carry ourſelves, ſo as that 
we may do much Good to, and get no Harm by 
thoſe with whom we converſe; wart on God for 
that Grace with which our Sheech ſhould be always 
ſajaned, by which all corrupt Communication may 
be prvented, and we may abound in that which 
is Coo, and 4% the Lie of edrjfying, and which may 
mmfter Grace to the Hearers, that our Lips may feed 
many. 79 5 
| Ks When you give Alms, or do any Ad of Charity, 
wait on God, do it as unto him, give to a Di/cthle 
n the Name of a Diſciple, to the Poas becau/e . 
i027 to Chriſt ; do it not for the Praiſe of Men, 
but for the Glory of God, with a ſingle Eye, and 
an upright Heart, direct it to him, and then your 
Alms as well as your Prayers, like thoſe of Cornelius, 
come up for a Memorial beſore God, Acts x. 4. Beg 
o (od to accept what you do for the Good of others, 
that your Alms may indeed be Offerings, Acts xxiv. 
17, May be an Odour of a wee! Smell, a Sacriſic 
acc able, well pleaſing to God, Phil. iv. 18. 

Velire of God a Bleſſing upon what you give in 
Charity, that it may be Conffortable to thoſe to 
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whom it is given, and that tho” what you are able 
to give is but a battle, like the Widow's two Mites, 
yet that by God's Bleſſing it may be doubled, and 
made to go a great Way, like the Widow's Ae j 
the Barrel, and Oil in the Cruise. | 
_ Depend upon God to make up to you what you 
lay out in good Works, and to recompenſe it abun. 
dantly in the Re/urredtion of the Fuſt; nay, and you 
are encouraged to er him, for a Return of i 
even in this Liſe; it is Bread caft upon the IH, 
which you {hall find again after many Days, and 
you ſhould carefully obſerve the Providence of God, 
whether it do not make you rich Amends for your 
ood Works, according to the Promiſe, that you 
may underſtand the Loving-kindne/s of the Los d. and 
his Faithfulneſs to the Word which he hath ſpoken, 
8. When you enquire after eo News, in that 
wart upon God; do it with an Eye to him; for this 
Reaſon, becauſe you are truly concerned tor the 


| Intereſts of his Kingdom in the World, and lay then 


near your Hearts; becauſe you have a Compatlion 
for all Mankind, for the Lives and Souls of Men, 
and eſpecially God's People; aſk, what New: N 
as the Athemans, only to ſatisfy a vain Curio, ar 
to paſs away an de Hour or two, but that you ma! 
know how to direct your Prayers and Praiſes, an 
how to balance your Hopes and Fears, and ima! 
gain ſuch an Underſtanding of the Times, es to lean! 
what you and others ought {o do. 

If che Face of public Aﬀaus be bright and pleaſing, 
wart upon God to carry on and perfect his own 
Work; and depend not upon the Wiſdom or 
Strength of any Inſtrumonts; if it be dark and d 
4 wart upon God to prevent the Fears ol 
his People, and to appear for them, when gie fel. 
that their Strength is gone. In the midſt of the gieat- 
eſt Succeſſes of the Church, and the _ : 
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cond Cauſes, we muſt not think it ned to 
wait ON God: and in the Midſt. of its greatelt Diſ- 
couragements, when its Affairs are reduced to the 
ht Extremity, we mult not think it Vu to watt 
upon God ; for Creatures cannot help without. um, 
hat he can help witrout them . 

9. When you are going Jour nics, wait on God; 
out yourſelves under his Protection, commit your- 


ſelvès to his Care, and depend upon him io give his 


\\ngels a Charge concerning you, to hear you 15 2/2 
ei Arms when you move, and to pitch their. Tents 
bout 102 Where you reſt, See how much you are in- 
gebted to the Goodneſs of his Providence, for all the 
Comlorts and Conventences you are ſurrounded 


Vith en your Travels. It is he that has caſt our Lot 


in Land where we wander not in IV ilderneſſas, as 
in the Deſarts of Arabia, but have ſafe and beaten 
Roads; and that through the Terrors of War, the 
Hhgh-ways are not unoccupted; to him we owe it, 
that the iuferior Creatures are ſerviceable to us, and 
that our Going out and Coming tn are preſerved; that 
when we are abroad we are not in 1 out 
have Liberty to come home again; and when we are 
2: home, we are not under Confinement, but have 
Liberty to go abroad, _ „ 

We mult therefore have our Eyes up to God at. 


7 


our ſetting out, Lord, 40 along with me where I go; 


under his Shelter we muſt travel, confiding in his 
Care of us, and encouraging ourſelves with that in 


all the Dangers we meet with; and in our Return 


muſt own. his Goodneſs; all our. Bones muſt ſay, 


Lord, who is le unto thee, for he feepetlt all our 
ones, not one of them is broken. : 

10. When we retzre-into Solitud?, to be alone, 
walking in the Field, or alone repoſing ourſelves in 
in our Cloſets, ſtill we maſt be waiting on God; 


Wl we mult keep up, our Communion with him, 
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when we are communing with our own Hearts, 


When we are aloge, we muſt not be alone, but ce U. 
Father muſt be with us, and we with him. We ſhall 
fad Tewptations even in Solitude, which we have 
need to guard againit ; Satan fet upon our Saviour, 
when he was alone in a Wilderneſs; but there alſo we 
have Opportunity if we but know how to improve it, 
for that Devour, that Divine Contemplation, which 
is the beſt Converſation, fo that we may be never le! 
alone than when alone. If when we fit alone and keep 


Silence, withdraw from Buſineſs and Converſation, 


we have but the Art, I ſhould ſay the Heart to fil! 
up thoſe vacant Minutes, with pious Meditations 
of God 2 id divine Things. We then gather up the 

Tagment. of Time which remain, that nothing may 
be loſt, and fo are we found waiting on God all the Day. 

Secondly, Let me uſe forme Motrves to perſwade 
you; 'thus to live a Life of Communion with God, 
by waiting on him all the Day. 

1. Conſider, The Eye of God ts always upon you, 
When we are with out Superiors, and obſerve them 
to dot upon vs, that engageth us to /ook pon them; 
and fhal! we not then look up to God, whoſe Eyes 


always behold, and whoſe Eye-lids try the Chililren of 


Men. He /ces all the Notions of our Hearts, and ies 
with Pleaſure the Motions of our Hearts, towar d's Him, 
which ſhould engage us to ſet him always before us, 
The Servant, tho” he be careleis at other Times, 
uu when he is under his Majler's Eye, will war in 
is Place, and keep cloſe 10 bis Buſineſs; we need 


no more to engage us to Diligence, than to do our 


Work with Eye. fervice, while our Maſter 40 , 
and becauſe he doth fo, for then we ſhall never 790% 
Of | | | 

2. The God you are to wait on, it one with 10M 
you have to do. Heb. iv. 1g. All Things, even the 
Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, are naked, dn 


ohen 
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oben unto the Eyes of hum with whom we have to do; 
nos e npaiv 6 AvyOy with whom we have Buſinaſs, 
or Word; who hath ſomething to ſay. to us, and to 
whom we have ſomething to ſay; or, as ſome read 
it, zo whom for us there 15 an Account; there is a 
Reckoning, a running Account becween us and him: 
and we muſt every one of us ſhortly give Account 
of ourſelves io him, and of every Thing done in the. 
Body, and therefore are concerned to wait-on ,; 
that all may be made even daily between us and him 
F in the Blood of Chriſt, which beltanceth the Ar. 
l count, Did we conſider how much we lade do d 
i with God every Day, we would be more diligent. 
and conſtant in our Attendance on him 
4. The Cod we are to wait N continually waits 
'0 be gractous tous; He is always doing us good, 
| prevents us with the Bleſſings of his Goodnels, dat-- 
y loads us with his Benefits, and ſlips no Opportu- 
aity of ſhewing his Care of us when we are in Dan- 
ger; his Bounty to us when we are in Want; and: 
ins Tenderneſs for us when we are in Sorrow. Hir. 
good Providence waits on us all the Day; to preſerve 
our Going out and Coming in, Ia. xxx. 18, to give 
us Relief and Succour in due Scaſon, to be ſeen in. 
the Mount of the Lord. Nay, fs good Grace waits. 
on us all the Day, to help us zn every Time of Need; 
o be Strength to us according 4s the Day is, and. 
all the Occurrences of the Day. Is God thus for- 
ward to do us good, and ſhall we be backward and 
remifs in doing him Service? hd 
use attend: upon God, us holy Angels i 
ave 2 Charge to attend upon. us, They are all ap- 
pointed to be ef iu Sprints, to mer for the: 
good of them, that. ſhall be: Hetrs of Sauluaiton, and 
more good Othces. tey-do. us every Day than we, 
Ve aware of, Wlan Honour, what a Paviledges 
to he. waxed un by holy Angels, io be.born upp 
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their Arms, to be ſurrounded by their Tents, what 
a Security is the Miniſtration of thoſe good Spirits 
againſt the Malice of evil Spirits ? this Honour haye 
all hey that wa on God lf the Day: 1 £2 
S. This Le of Communion witth God., and à con- 
ftant Attendance upon him is a Heaven upon Earth. Tt 
is doing the Work of Heaven, and the Will of God, 
as they do it that are in Heaven; whoſe Buſineſs it 
is always to behold the Face of our Father. It is an 
earneſt of the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven, it is a Prep 4- 
rative for it, and a Preludium to it; it is having 047 
Conver/ation in Heaven, from whence we look for th: 
Savoury. Looking for lim as our Saviour, we look 
to him as our Director; and by this we make it ap- 
pear, that our Hearts are there, which will give us 
good Ground to expect that we hal! be there thorny, 
Titrdly, Let me cloſe with ſome Directions, wit 
you muſt do, that you may thus wait on God al! ie 
ay. 
| 4 See much of God in every Creature, Of iis 
Wiſdom and Power in the making and placing oſ it, 
and of his Goodneſs in its Serrzceablene/s to us. 
Lock about you, and ſee what a Variety of Wonders, 
what an Abundance of Hoa at you are ſurrounded 5 
with; and let them all lead you to him, who is the 
Fountain Being, and the Giver of all Good ; a | 
our Springs are in him and from him are all our 
Streams; this will engage us to waz? on ham, ſince | 
every Creature is that to us, that he makes it to be. | 
Thus the ſame "Things which draw a carnal Heat 
em God, will lead a gracious Soul to him; and 
ſimc e all kis Works praiſe him, his Saints will from 
\ Hence take cotinua} Occafion to %% kim. 
' Jt was (they ſay) the Cuſtom of the pious 7ews 
of 014, whatever b 
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er ſweet; if they eat a Morſel of Bread, Bed be 
he that appointed Bread to flrengthen Man's Heart. 
If thug we tafte in every Thing that the Lord is gra- 
(ious, and fuck all Satisfaction from the Breaſt of his 
Bounty, (and ſome derive his Name *Rz7 from qe 
Mamma) we {hall thereby be engaged conſtantly to 
depend on him, as the Child is faid to Aang on the 
Mother's Breaft. | | | 
2. See every Creature: do be nothing without Cod; 
the more we diſcern of the Vanity and Emptineſs of 
the World, and all our Enjoyments in it, and their 
utter Inſufficiency to make us happy, the cloſer we 
ihall cleave to God, and the more mtimately we ſhall 
converſe with hin, that we may find that Satisſac- 
tion in the Father of Spirits, which we have in vain. 
ſought for in the Things of Senſe, What Folly is 
it to make our Court to the Creatures, and to V . 
Attendance at their Door? whence we are ſure to be 
ſent away empty, when we have the Creator him- 
ſelf to go to, who is rich in Mercy to all that call upon 
hin, is full and free, and /aithfull. What can we 
expect from lying Vanities ? Why then ſhould we 05. 
ferve them, and neglect our own Mercies? Why 
then ſhould we truſt to broken Reeds, when we have 
a Rock of Ages, to be the Foundation F4 our Ropes ? 
jlerns, when 


And why ſhould we draw from broken C 
we have the God of all Con/olation to be the Foun- 
dation of our Foys. 
3. Live by Faith in the Lord Feſus 1 6 We 
cannot with any Confidence wait upon God, but 
in and throngh a Mediator, for it is by his Son that 
God ſpeaks to us, and hears from us: all that paſſeth 
between a juſt God and poor Sinners, muſt paſs 
through the Hands of that Bleſſed Days-man, wha 
| Nas laid his Hand hon them both ; every Prayer pals 
| feth from us to God, and every Mercy from God 
to us by that Hand; it is zn the Face of he anointed 
that 
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that God looks upon us; and in the Face of 7-/us 
Arzt, that we 6-0/4 the Glory and Grace of God 
mng ; it is by Chriſt that we have Acce/s to Got 
and Succe/s with him in Prayer, and therefore mnt 
make mention of has Righteouſneſs, even of his only. 
and in that habitual Attendance we muſt be all the 
Day giving upon God, we muſt have an habitual 
Dependance on him, who always appears in the Pre. 
' fence of God for us; always gives Attendance to be 
ready to introduce us. | f | 
4. Be frequent and ferrous in pious Fjaculations, 
In wattzng upon God we muſt often ſpeak to him, muſt 
take all Occaſions to ſpeak to him; and when we 
have an Opportunity for a ſolemn Addreſs to him, 
he will accept of a ſudden Addreſs, if it come from 
an honeſt Heart. In theſe Damd watted on God a. 
the Day, as appears by v. 1. Unto thee O Lord, do 
IT lift up my Soul; to thee do I dart it, and al! its 
gracious Breathings aſter thee, We ſhould in 
holy Ejaculation ask Pardon for ?/4:s Sin, Strength 
againſt , Corruption, Victory over ts Tenp- 
tation, and it ſhall. not be in van. This is to pray 
always and without ceaſing; it is not the Length or 


Language of the Pray er that God looks at, but the 


Sincerity of the Heart in it; aud that ſhall be accept. 
ed, tho' the Prayer be very ſhort, and the Groanngs. 
ſuch as cannot be uttered. 

5. Look upon every Day, as thoſe who know no! but. 
it may be the laſt Day: At ſuch an Hour as we thin 
not, the Son of Man comes; ard thereſore we can- 
not any Morning be ſure, that we {hall live till Night; 
we hear vt many {ately that ave cen ſnatched aw, 
very ſuddenly, whut Manner, of Perfons heros 
oug ht we to be in all holy Converſation and Collins. 
Tho' we cannot ſay. we oug bt (O. He at it we were 
jure thie Day would be the. lat, „ieee. 
ought to live as thoſe who do ot know but eit aj.” 
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be ſo; and the rather, beczuſe we know the Day 


of the Lord will come firſt or laſt; and therefore we 
are concerned to ait on hen. For on whom ſhould 

or dying Creatures wait, but on a living God. 

Death will bring us all to God, to be * by 
him; it will bring all the Saints co m to the Viſion 
and Fruition of him: And one we are haſtening to, 
and hope to be for ever with, we are concerned to 
watt upon, and to cultivate au Acquaintance with, 
Did we think more of Death, we would converſe 
more with God; our dying daily, is 3 good reaſon 
for our worſhipping daily; and therefore wherever 
we are, we are concerned to keep near to God, be- 
cauſe we know not where Death will meet us: This 
will alter the Property of Death; Enoch, that walked 
a God, was tranſlated that he ſhould not fee Death; 
and this will farniſh us with that which will ſtand us 
inſtead on the other fide Death and the Grave. If we 
continue waiting on God every Day, and all the Day 
long, we thall grow more experienced and conſe. 
quently more expert in the great Myſtery of Com- 
munion with God, and thus our laſt Days will be. 
come our beſt Days, our laſt Works our beſt Works, 
and our laſt Comforts our ſweeteſt Comforts; In 
Conſideration of which take the Pophet's Advice; 


Hol. xii. 6. Turn thou to thy God; keep Mercy and 


Fudgement, and wait on God continually, 
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How to Cloſe the Day with 
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PSALM IV. vii. 


I will both lay me down in Peace. and fleep : for 
Thou, Lord, only makeſt me dwell in Safety. 


"Faw 3 be underſtood ities figuratively, of 
the Repoſe of the Sou! in the Aſlurances of God's 
Grate. or literally. of the Repoſe of the Body un- 
der the Protecton of ins Pre. -idence ; love to give 
Scripture 1 its [at] | Latitude, 21d theretore take in both. 
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1. The Pſalmift having given the Preference ta 
God's Favour above any Good, having cho/er that, 
and portioncd himſelf in that, here exprelleth tis 
22 Complacency in the Choice he had made; while 
e ſaw many making themſelves eee unc 
weich that fruitleſs Eaquuy, who will fhew us any Coονðe 
 wearying tliemſelves for very Vanity: He had made 
himſelf per/cfly eafy by caſting himſelf upon the Di. 
vine good will, Lora, lit thou up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon us: Any Good, ſhort of God's Fa. 
vour, will not ſerve our Turn, but that's enough, with- 
out the World's Smiles: The Moon, and Stars, and 
all the Fires, aud Candles in the World, will not 
mate Day without the Sun; but the Sun will Mate 
Day without any of them, Theſe are David Sen- 
timents, and all the Saints agree with him: Finding 
no Reſt therefore, like Noah Dove in a deluge 
defiled World, he flies to the Ark, that Type of 
Chriſt, return unto thy Riſt, unto thy Noah, (to the 
Word is in the Original, for Noa/'s Name fignifies 
Reft) O my Soul, Pſalm. cxvi. 7. 
It God 4½% up the Light o F Countenance upon 
us, as it fills us with a &oly Foy, it puts Gladne/s ente 
the Heart more than they have who/e Corn and Ii in 
mncreafeth, v. 7. fo it ſixeth us in a holy Reft, 1 will 
now lay me down ond ſleep. God is my God and 1 
am pleaſed, I am ſatisfied, I look no further, I de- 
dire no more, / — OO Or in Confidence ; 
while I walk in the Light of the Lord, as I wart 7:5 
Good, nor am ſenſible of any Defictency, fo 1 fear n 
Ecol, nor am apprehenſive of any Danger. The 
Lord God is to me both a Sun and a Shzeld; a Sun 
io enlighten and comfort me, a Shield to protect and 
defend me. e . 
Hence learn; That thoſe who have the Aſſurances 
#f God's Favour towards them, may enjoy and ſhouts 


labour after, a holy Serenity, and Security 0 . 
76 


We have both theſe put together in that precious 
Promiſe, Iſaiah xxxit. 17. But the Work of Rightes 
oe, ſhall be Peace; there is a preſent Satisfaction 
in doing good; and in the Iſſue, the Effect of High- 
teouſne/s ſhall be Quaetne/5 and Aſſurance for ever; 
OCuietneſs in the Enjoyment of Good, and Af/urance 
in a Freedom from Exil. 

i. A Holy Serenity is one bleſſed Fruit of God's 
Favour; { will now lay me down:in Peace and fleeps 
While we are under God's Diſpleaſure, or iu Doubt 
concerning his Favour, how can we have any En- 
;oyment of ourſelves! while this great Concern is 
v1 /:/:{ed, the Soul cannot but be un/atrsred, Hath 
Coda Controverſy with thee? Give not ſlech to thine 
Eyes, nor {lumber to thine Eye-bds till thou haſt got 
the Controverſy taken up; go humble thyjelf, and 
make ſure thy Friend, thy beſt Friend, Prov. vi. 34. 
and when thau haſt made thy Peace with him, and 
halt ſome comfortable Evidence that thou art accept- 
el of him, then ſay wiſely and juſtly, what that car- 
nal Worldling laid foolihhy, and without Ground, 
Soul take thy eaje, for in God, and the Covenant of 
Grace, 'thou ha/l Goods lard r for many Fears, 
Goods laid up tor Eternity, Luke x11. 19, Are thy 
Sins pardoned ?- Haſt thou an Intereſt in Chriſt's 
Mediation? doth God now in him accept thy Works? 
Go thy Way, eat thy Bread with Foy, and drink thy 
Wine with a merry Heart, Eccl. ix. 7, Let this ſtill 
every Storm and Command, and create a Calm in 
thy Soul. O29 | 

Having God to be our God in Covenant, we 
have enough, we have ; and tho' the gracious 
Soul ſtill defires more of God, it never deſires more 
than God; in him it repoleth itſelf with a perfe& 
Complacency ; in him it is at home, it is at „ 
we be but ſatisfied of his loving Kindneſs, we may 
be ſatisfied wilh his loving Kindneſs, abundantly d. 
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frsfied;: there is enough in this to /atrate the ue 
Soul, and to replentſh every forrowful Soul, Jer. xxxi. 
25. to fill even the Hungry with good Things, with 
fhe beſt Things; and being filled, they ſhould be a/ 
reft, at reft for ever, and their Sleep here ſhould be 
ee. | 

2. A Holy Security is another bleſſed Fruit of 
God's Favour. Thou, Lord, makeſt me to dwell in 
Safety; when the Light of thy Countenance ſhines 


upon me I am /a/e, and I know I am fo, and am 


therefore ca/y, for with thy Favour wilt thou compa; 
me as with a Shield, Pialm v. 12. Being taken un- 
der the Proteclion of the divine Favour, tho' an Hy! 
of Enemies fhould encmap againſt me, yet my Tar! 


ſhall not fear, in this I will be confident, Plaim xxvii. 


3. Whatever God has promiſed me, I can promiſe 
myſelf, and that is enough to indemnfy- me, and 


fave me harmle/5, whatever Difficulties and Dangers 


] may meet with in the Way of my Duty. TH He 


Farth be removed, yet will we not fear, Pſalm x1vi. 2, 


not fear any Evil, no not n the ow of the Shadow 
of Death, in the Territories of the King of Terrors 
himſelf, for there hou art with me, thy Rod and thy 


Staff. they comfort me. What the Rich Alan Weaitk 
25 to him, zn his own Conckit, a frrong City, and a 


Figh Mall, that the Good Man's God is to him, 
Prov. xvii. 10, 11. The Almighty ſhall be thy Gold, 


CJ 


Nothing is more dangerous than Security in 4 fi- 


ul May. and Men's crying Peace, Peace, to them. 


1elves, while they contimie under the reigning Pow- 
er of a vain and carnal Mind: O that the Sinners 
that are at eafe were made to tremble : Nothing s 


more fooiſi than a Security built upon the ora, 


and its Promi ſes, for they are all Vanity and a Lye; 
but nothing more reaſonable in itſelf, or mort ads 


vantage O us, than for good People to build with 


Aſſurance 


W « - 
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Affurance upon the Promiſes of a good God; ſor thoſe 
that keep in theWayof Duty, to be quiet from the hear 
of Emil; as thoſe that know no Evil ſhall befall them, 
no real Evil, no Evil but what ſhall be made to work 
for ther Good ; as thoſe that know, while they conti- 
nue in the Allegiance to God as their King, they are 
under his Protectioh, under the Protection of Om- 
nipotence itſelf, which enables them to bid defiance 
to all malignant Powers; / God be for us, who can 
be againſt us This Security even the Heathen 
looked upon every. honeſt virtuous Man to be en- 
titled to, that is ny 2 dite {celerr/que purus, and 
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thod appointed for their obtaining this promiſed Sere- 


„ n CO „ 
. ˙—— ] ens Barna,» 


| thought if the World ſhould fall in Pieces about his ; 
, Ears, he needed not fear being loſt in the Deſolati- 
f ons of it, Et /, fractus illabatur Orbis, Impavi dum ; 
; ferient Ruinæ; much more reaſon have Chriſtians i 
: that hold faſt their Integrity, to lay claim to it, for ig 
( 21 25 ke, or What 1s it, that ſhall harm 24, if we be 8 
$ Followers of ham that is good, in his Goodneſs ? ö 
e Now, (I.) It is the Priviledge of good People, | 
. that they may be thus eaſy and ſatisfied: This holy J 
7 Serenity and Securu y of Mind is allowed them, God 415 
's gives them leave to be cheartul; nay, it is promiſed i 
y them, God well ea] Peace to his People, and to his - 8 
k Saints; he will fill them with Joy and Peace in be- 458 
a lieving; hes Peace ſhall keep therr Hearts and Minds; 0] 
; keep them /e, keep them calm. Nay, there is a Me- "Mi 
1 
1 


nity and Security. The Scriptures are written to them 


/ that their Foy may be Full, and that through Patience fr 
1 and Comfort of them they may have Hate. Ordinan- 90 
v. ces are inſtituted to be Wells of Salvation, out bf Wo 
rs which they may draw Mater with For. Minifters 4 
's are ordained to be their Comforters, and the Helpers 1 
0, , their Foy, thus willing has God been to ct to 7% 
+ lie Heirs of Promiſe the Immuladbiity of its Counſel, 1 
0. that they miglit have {trong Conſolation, Heb. vi. Fi 
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(2.) It is the Duty of good People to /abour er 
this holy Security and Serenity of Mind, and to u{c 


the Means appointed for the obtaining of it, Give 


not way to the diſquieting Suggeſtions of Satan, and 


to thoſe tormeiating Doubts and Fears that ariſe in 


your own Souls. Study to be quiet, chide your. 


'Telves for your Diſtruſts, charge yourſelves to be- 


lieve, and to hope in God, that you fhall praiſe him, 
You are in the Dark concerning yourſelves, do as 
Paul's Mariners did, caſt Anchor, and wiſh for the 


Day. Poor.trembling Chriſtian, that art toſſed with 
" Tempeſts and not comforted, try to lay thee down in 


Peace and ſlecp; compoſe thyſelf into a fedate and 


even Frame; in the Name of him whom Winds and 
Seas obey, command down thy tumultuous Thoughts 


and fay, Peace be fill; lay that aching, trembling 


Head of thine where the beloved Diſciple laid his, 
n the Boom of the Lord Jefus; or, if thou haſt not 


yet attained ſuch Boldne/s of Acceſs to him, hy that 
aching, trembling Head of thine at the Feet of the 
Lord Jeſus, by an entire Submiſſion and Refgnativ: 


to bim faying, If ! perifh, I will periſh here; put it 


into his Hand by an entire Confidence in him; ſub- 
mit it to his Operation and Diſpoſal, who knows 


Bow to cal to the Heart, And if thou art not vet 


„ 
1 
a 


entered into the Sabbatiſm, as the Word is, He. iv, 
1 prefentReft that remaineth jor the People g Cos. 


Let look upon it to be a Land of Promi/e, and 


therefore tho it tarry, watt for it, for the Viſion 17 
for an appointed Time, and at the End it hall /pea: 
and ſhall not lye. Light is fown for the Righteoiis, 


and What is fown ſhall come up again at laſt itz 


| and perhaps fatigued himſelf with it, it 


Harveſt of Foy. 1 
. he Nai having done his wt Wort. 
being NOW 


Bed-time, - and he having given good Advice to 


thoſe to whom he had wiſhed a good Night, io 


COMPNUNT 
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commune with their own Hearts upon their Beds, and 


to offer the Evening Sderifices of Righteouſneſs, vi 4, 


. 


5. Now retires to his Chamber wit 


od. 


LES. 4 * " 8 " 
5 * a 


4 
- «At 


o 


hthis Word, 1 


wil! lay me don in Peace aud fleep, That Which 
i choſe this Text for, will lead me to underſtand it 


literally, as the Diſciples underſtood their Maſter, 
when be ſaid, Lazarus ſfeepeth, of taking reft in 
Sleep. John xi. 12, 13. And ſo we have here Da- 
via's pious Thought when he was going to bed: As 
when he awwakes he is ſtill with God, he ig. Itill 6 


when he goes to /{eep, e and concludes the Day, as he 
opened it, with Medrtations on God, and ſweet 
Commumon with him. PT 


It ſhould ſeem Datid pened this Pfalm when he 


was diſtreſſed and perſecuted by his Enemies; per- 

haps it was pened on the ſame Occaſion with the 
| Far when he fled from Abſalom ks Son ; 
without were Fighitings, and then no Wonder that 


foregoing P 


within were Fears; yet then he puts ſuch a Con- 


fidence in God's Protection, that he will ge to bed 
at his uſual Time, and with his uſual Quietneſs and 
Chearfulneſs, will compo/e /2m/e!/ as at other Iimes 
He knows his Enemies have no Power againſt him, 
but what 15 given them from above and they ſhall- 
Have no Power given them but what is ſtill under 
the Divine Check and Reſtraint; nor ſhall their 


Power be permitted to exert. itſelf ſo far as to 


do him any real. Miſcheif, and therelore he retires 
into the /ecret Place of ihe- Moſt High, and aide 


under the Shadow of the Almighty; and is very 


quiet in his own Minds That will great u vorldly 


Man's Heart; which will not break a godly Man's 
deep: Let them do their worſt, faith Dauzd, I will 


ay me down and ſleep; the Will* of the Lord be donc. 


Now obſerve here.- 
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maketh me to know that I am ſo; maketh me t 
dʒvell with a good Aſſurance : It is the ſame. Word 
that is uſed concerning him that -welks wuprighey, 
tuat he walks /urely, Prov. x. 9. He goes boldly 
in Ais Way, fo Dain here goes boldly fo Arts B. 
He doth not corelc/fly as the Men of Latſh,. Judy, 
xViti. 7. But deu at lee in God, as the Sous 
of Zion, in the City of their Salemnities, when theic 
Fyes ſee it a guiel Homntation, Ie. xxxiii, 20 

___Jhere is one Word in this Part of the Text that 
is obſervable ; ihon on Lord doft ſecure me. Some 

* refer it to Dad; even when I am atone, have 
none of my Privy Counſellors about me to adu:/7 
me, none of my Life Guards to fight ſor me, yei i 

am under no Apprehenſion of Danger, while God 
15 with me: The Son of Dad comforted himſelf 

with this, that when all his Diſciples forſook him, 
and left bim alone, yet he was not alone, for i: 

Father wes with him. Some weak People are afraid 
of being alone eſpecially in the dark, but a firm Belici 

of God's Preſence with us in ail Places, and that di- 
vine Protetlion which all good People are under, ] 
would {ftence thoſe Fears and make us aſhamed at 2 
them. Nay, our being alone a peculiar Peopr, 0 

whom God hath /e apart for Aimſeiſ, (as it is here 
v. 3.) will be our Security. A ſober Singularity 
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will be our Saſeiy and Satisfaction, as Nod“ { 

4 was in the old World ; {/rarl is a People that {hs} 22 
i dwel! alone, and not be reckons among the Nations, / 
Wh and therefore may ſet them all at Deſiance tl they c 
119 fooliſhly mingle ther/clues among thein, Numb. xx11t. 2 
3 8. Hrauel ſpall then dwell in Safety alone, Deut. 
| XXXU1.: 28. The mere we dtull alone, the more . ! 
t ale we dwell. Bui our Tranſlation refers it to God; 
4 Thou alone makelh 31s io dwell ſafely. It is done , : 
\ 


tize only! God in protefiting his People needs not 
any Aſſiſtance; tho' he ſometimes makes Ute of In 
Rrumens ; The Earth helped thelFomay, yet he can 
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do it without chem; and when all other Refuges 
ſail, his own. Arm works Salvation; /o the Lord. 

; . | | ' | 1 71 
alone did lead him, and there was no range Co 
wth him, Deut. xxxii. 12. Yet that is not all, 1 
depend on thee only to do it; therefore I am ealie, 
and think myſelf ſafe, not becauſe I have Hoſts on 
my Side, but purely becauſe I have % Lord of Hoſts 


* 


on my Side. | 
7 hou make/t me to dwell in Safety; That I may look. 
either backward or forward, or rather both: Thou 
haſt made me to dwell in Safety all Day, fo that the Sun 
has not ſmuten me by Day; and then it is the Lan- 
guage of his Thankfulneſs for the Mercies he had 
received; or, thou unt make me lo dwell in Safety all 
Night, that the Moon ſhall not ſmite me by Night: 
And then it is the Language of his Dependance 
upon God for further Mercies; and both theſe 
ſhould go together; and our Eye muſt be to God as 
ever the fame, who was, and is, and is to come; 
who tas delivered, and doth, and will. | 
2+ His Compo/edne/s in himſelt inferred from 
hence, I will both lay me down and ſleep + Stmul, or, 
fariter in pace cubalo. They that have Hei, Corn 
and Wine increaſimg, that have Abundance of the” 
Wealth and Pleaſure of this World, they lay them 
down and ſleep contentedly, as Boaz at the End of 
ihe Heap of Corn, Ruth iii. 7. But tho' I have not 
what they have, I can lay me down in Peace, and 
fleep, as well as they, We make it to join, his hn 
down, and his Heching; 1 will not only lay me town, 
as one that de/rres to be con poſed, but will feep'as 
one that really ig fo. Some make it to intimate his“ 
{ulling aſleep preſently aſter he had laid him down:“ 
ſo well wearied was he with the Work of the Day 
and ſo tree from any of thoſe diſquieting Thoughts 
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which would keep him from ſleeping. ' 


i ac te De wit at. 


| maketh me to know that I am fo; maketh me N 


dzeell with a good Aſſurance : It is the ſame. Word 
tuat he walks /urely, Prov. x. 9. He goes boldly 
in Ais Way, fo Dane here goes boldly fo H, Bed. 
He doth not cel as the Men of Larſh, Judy, 
Xxviii. 7. But dhe at Fae in God, as the Sois 
of Aion, in the City of tlieir Salemnities, when their 
Eyes fte it a quiet Hlahtbation, Ia. Axxiii. 20 
Jbere is one Word in this Part of the Text that 
is obſervable; ihon on/y Lord doſt ſecure me. Some 
refer it to Dad; even when I am atone, have 
none of my Privy Counſellors about me to ad- 
me, none of my Life Guards to fg ht ſor me, yei I 
am under no Apprehenfion of Danger, whilc God 
1s with me: The Son of Datid comforted himſelf 
with this, that when ail his Diſciples forſook him, 


that is uſed concerning him that welks upricticly, 


and leſt bim alone, yet he was not alone, for . 


Father wes with i111, Some weak People are afraid 
of being alone eſpecially in te dark, but a firm Belic! 


| of God's Preſence with us in ail Places, and that di- 


vine Proteftion which all good People are under, 


would {tence thoſe Fears and make us aſhamed ot 


them. Nay, our being alone a peculiar People, 
whom God hath et apart for limſeilſ, (as it is here 
v. 3.) will be our Security. A ſober Singularity 
will be our Saſeiy and Satisfaction, as No 
was in th: old World ; Iſtucl is a People that (he! 
dell alone, and not be rechone among the Nations, 
and therefore may ſet them all at Defiance ti they 
fooliſhly mingle ther/clues among thein, Numb. xXxiit. 
8.  ffrael (hall ther dwell in Safety alone, Deut. 
xxxili. 28. The mere we duell atone, the more 
ſafe we dwell. But our Tranſlation reters it to God; 
Thou alone makel/ 3: is dell ſafely. It is done H. 
ee only! God in protecting his People needs not 
any Aſſiſtance; tho he ſometimes makes Uſe of ln. 
Rrumems : The Earth helped tlie lFoman, yet he can 
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do it without chem; and when all other Reſuges 


fail, his own. Arm works Salvation; %% the Lord 
alone did lead him, and there was no ftrange Cod 
with hum, Deut. xxxii. 12. Yet that is not all, 1 
depend on thee only to do it; therefore I am ealie, 
and think myſelf ſafe, not becauſe I have Hoſts on 
my Side, but purely becauſe I have % Lord of Hals 
on my Side. Fs | f 

7 hou makeſ/t me to dwell in Safety; That I may look 
either backward or forward, or rather both: Thou 
haſt made me to dwell in Safety all Day, fo that the Sun 
has not ſmitten me by Day; and then it is the Lan- 
guage of his I hand Ines for the Mercies he had 
received; or, thou wzlt make me to dwell in Safety all 
Night, that the Moon ſhall not ſmite me by Night: 
And then it is the Language of his Dependance 
upon God ſor further Mercies; and both theſe 
ſhould go together; and our Eye muſt be to God as 
ever the fame, who was, and is, and is to come; 
who „ag delivered, and doth, and wil. 


2. His Compo/edne/5 in himſelt inferred from 


hence, I will both lay me down and ſleep Simul, or, 
fariter in pare cubalo. They that have Her, Corn, 
and Wine increaſing, that have Abundance of the” 
Wealth and Pleaſure of this World, they lay them 
down and ſleep contentedly, as Boaz at the End of 
the Heap of Corn, Ruth iii. 7. But tho' I have not 
what they have, I can lay me down in Peace, and 


ſlech, as well as they, We make it to join, his %% 


down, and his feeping ; 1 will not only lay me thown, 


as one that deres to be conipoſed, but will ſleeg as 


one that really 75 fo. Some make it to intimate his- 
{uiling afleep preſently aſter he had laid him down:“ 
ſo well wearied was he with the Work of the Day 


and fo free from any of thoſe diſquieting ihoughts' 


which would keep him from ſleeping. 
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92 Hem 10 Cly e the Day with Cod. 


Now iheſe are Words put into our Mouths, with 
which to compoſe ourſelves when we retire at Night 
to our 1 5 and we ſhould take care ſo to ma- 


nage ourlelves a Day, efpecially when it draws 
be Night as that we why not be </fitted, and 
put out of Frame, for our Evening! evotions ; 
that our Hear/s may not be overcharg d either on 


the one Hand with Surfeiting and unkene/s, 28 


theirs often are that are Men of Pleaſure; or on the 
other hand with the Cares of thts Life, as theirs often 
are that are Men of Buſineſs. But that we may 
have ſuch a Command both of our Thought, and 
of our Time, as that we may finiſh our daily Work 


well; which will be an eorneſt of our finiſhing our 


Life's Work well; and all 15 well indeed that end's 
everlaſlingly well. Px 

Duoct. Aswemuſtbegin the Daywnth God, and wart 
Te him all the Day, ſo we muſt endeavour to loſe 


with ham. 

© This Duty of «/o/ng the Day with God. and in a 
d Frame, I know not how better to open to you, 

| than by going over the Particulars in the Texi, in 


their Order; and recommending to you: David's 


Example. 
Firſt, Let us retire to lay 1s domm Nature calls 


for Ref as well as Food; Man goes forth to his Work 


and Labour, and goes to and fro about it, but it is 
only until Evening, aud then it is time to lie down. 


We read of Ihb ofheth, that he /ay on his bed at 

oon, but Death met him there, 2 Sam. iv. 5. 6. 
and of David himſeltf, that he came off. from his Bed 
at Eventn tide, but Sin, a worſe thing than Death 
met him there, 2. Sam. xi. 2. We muſt work t 
Works of him that ſent us while it is Day, it will 
de Time enough to lie down when the g comes, 
and no Man can work; avd is hen proper and ſea- 
ſonable to lie own; It is promileds Zenb. tt 7. Th 


2 "Ul 


s# 
of - 


frail lie down in the Evemng, and with that Promiſe 
we muſt comply, and reſt in the Time appointed tor 


Reſt ; and not turn Day into Night, and Night into 


Day, as many do upon ſome ill Account or other. 
1. Some %, up to do Mr/chref to their Nerghbours; 
to kill, and Real, and to leftroy Ii the Dark they 
chi through Houfes rolch they had marked for them- 
ſeloes in the Day time, Job xxiv. 16. David complains 
of his Enemies, that at Evening they go round about 
the City, Pfal. lix. 6. They that do Euil hate the 
Lig hi. Fudas the Traytor was in Queſt of his Male 
ter, with his Band of Men, when he ſhould! have 
been in his Bed. And it is an Aggravation of the 
Wickednefſs of the Wicked, when they vate ſo much 
$2ins to compaſs an ill Deſigu; and have their Hearts 
ſo much upon it, that they „ee nat except they: have 
done Miſchieſ. Prov. iv. 16. As it is a Shame to thofe 
who proſeſs to make it their Buſineſs to do good, that 
they cannot find in their Hearts to entrench upan 
any of the Gratifications of Senſe in Purſuance of 
We | Was Cats A | | 1 
I jugulent Homines ſurgent' de nocte Latrones, 
Tue ut te ſerdes non expergi/certs® -. 4 
tay then, whnle others {it vp watching for, an Oppor- 
mty to be miſchievous, 4 wil! lay me down and be 
quiet, and do no bod) any Harm. ; 


« 


2, Others: /it up in Pur /urt of the World, and the 


IVealth of it. They not only re up early, but they 


/tt up late, in the eager Proſecution of their coverous 
Pradtices, Pſal. exxvii. 2. and either to get or /ave, 
deny themſelves their moſt necceſſary Sleep; and 
tis their Fa: is their Folly, for hereby they de- 
prive themtelves of the comfortable Enjoyment of 
what they have, which is the End, under Pretence 
of Care and Pains to obtain more. which is but the 
Means, Solomon ſpeaks of thoſe that neither Day nor 
Night ſteep with their Eyes, Eccl. viii. 16. that make 

themſelves 
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94 How to Cloſe the Day with God. 


themſelves perſect Slaves, and Drudges to the World 
than which there is not more acruelTaſk Maſter: and 
thus they make that whichis of itſelf Fary, ü 
be to them /'exation of Spirit, for they weary !/ 11. 
ſelves for every Vanity, Heb. ii. 13. and are 4 miſe- 


rably an Love with their Chain, that they deny them 


not only the re Reſt God has provided for 
them as the God of Grace, but the natural A, 
which, as the God of Nature, he has provided, and 
is a Spectmen of the wrong Sinners do to their own Bo. 
dies as well as their own Souls. Let us ſee the Fol. 
ly of it, and never labour thus for the Mea! !hat he. 
*r2/heth, and that Abundance of the Rich which w1/! 
not /uffer him to ſleep; but Jet us labour for ba- 
Meat which endureth to eternal Liſe; that Grace which 
is the earneſt of Glory, the Abundance of which 
will make our Sleep ſweet io us, 5 
g. Others t up in the Indulgence of their Pleaſure; 
they will not lay them down in due Time, becaule 
they cannot * their Hearts to leave their vain 
| = ng and Paſtimes, their Muſick, and Dancing, and 
Plays, their Cards and Dice; or whieh is worſe, 
their Rioting and Exceſs; for hey that are Drunk, 
are drunk in the Night, It is bad enough when 
theſe Gratifications of a h Luft, or at leaſt of a 1971: 
Mind, are ſuffered to devour the whole Evening, and 
"then to engro/s the whote Soul, as they are apt enough 
to do tnjen/ibly ; fo that there is neither Time no, 
Heart for the Evening Devotions, either in the Cio- 
ſet, or in the Family: But it is much worle when 
they are ſuffered to go Jar into the Night too, tor 
chen of courſe they 227 upon the enſuing Mor- 
ning, and ſteal away the Time that ſhould then alto 
be beſtowed upon the Exerciſes of Religion. Thole 
that can of Choice, and with fo much Pleaſure ſit up 


till I know not what Time of Night, to make as they) 


' fay; a merry Malit of it, to ſpend their Time in Fl 
En ; ; ines. 


Hotv to Cloſe the Day with God, 9g 
thine/s, and fooliſh Talking and Feſting, which are not 


convenient, would think themſelves hardly dealt with, 
i{ they ſhould be kept one half Hour paſt their ſſeep- 


ing Time, engaged in any good Duties, and would 
have called bleſſed Paul himſelf a long-winded 
Preacher, and have cenſured him as very indiſereet 
when, upon a particular Occaſion he continued his 
Speech bell 4 hit, Acts xx. 7. And how loath 
would they be with David at Midnight, to rife and 
1ve Thanks to God; or with their Maſter to continue 

all Night in Prayer to God. | 
| Let the corrupt Affectione, which run out thus 
and tranſgreſs, be mortiſied, and not gratified : 

Thoſe that have allowed themſelves in ſuch Irregula- 

lieg; if they have allowed themſelves an impartial 
Rellection, cannot but have found the Inconveni- 

ence of them, and that they have been a Prejudice 

to the Proſperity of the Soul, and ſhould therefore 

deny e ae for there own good. One Rule for 

the cloſing of the Day well, is to 4eep good Hours: 

Every Thing ts brauti/ul in its Seaſon I have heard it 

faid long ue and I beg leave to repeat it now, 

„that 8 | 
Early to bed, and early to rife, 
Is the May to be Healthy, Mealiliv, and Wife, 

We ſhall now take it for granted, that unleſs ſome 
necellary Buſineſs, or ſome Work of Mercy, or 

'ome more than ordinary Act of Devotion, keep yon 

vp beyond your uſual Time; you are diſpoſed to 

{ty you down, And let us lay us down with Thank- 

fulne/s to God, and with Thoughts of dying; with 
Penitent Reflections upon tbs Sins of the Day; and 

with humble Supplications lor the Mercies of the 

Night, | 1 

as us lie down with Than#fulne/s to God: 
When we retire to our Bed-Chanbers, or Cloſets, 
*g ſhould lift up our Hearts to God, the God of our 
| | Alexcies 
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9 How © Cloſe the Day with Cel. 
Merries, and make him the God of our Praife T 


“ we we go to Bed, I am ſure we do not. 


want Matter for Praiſe, if we do not want a H cart. 
Let us therefore addreſs ourſelves then to that plea. 
Jant Duty, that Work which is is dun Wages, The 
Evening Sacrifice was to be Sacrifice of Praiſe. 

1.) We have Reaſon to be thankful for t/- Nn 
Merctes of the Day paſl pot , which we ought particulate 
to review, and to fay, Bl- ed be the Lord who du 
toadeth us with his Benefits, Obſerve the c0»//a::; 
Series of his Mercaes, which has not been interrupted 
or broken in upon any Day, Obſerve the par 
tar Inſlances o 1 with which ſome Days have 
been fignatized and made remarkable. It is be that 
has granted us Life and Favour ; it is his Viſilalian 
that Preſerves our Spirits. Think how wany are the 
Clamties we are every Day preſerved from; the Ca- 
tamities which we are ſenſibly expojed to, and per- 

s have been delivered from the imminent Danger 
of; and thoſe which we have not been apprelen/zus 


; many which we have de/crved and which others, 


better than we are, groan under. All our Bones 
have Reaſon to ſay, re who 25 like ic to thee : ? þ Or 
it is God that heepeth all our Bones, not one of them 
#5 broken : It is of his Mercies that we are not con- 
ſumed. 

Think how many are the Comforts we are every 
Day /urrounded with, all which we arc indebted tv 
the Bounty of the Divine Providence for ; every Bit 
we-eat, and every Drop we drink, is Mercy ; every 
Step we take, and every Breath we draw, Mercy. 
All the Satisſaction we have in the Agrecablenel: 
and Aﬀettions of our Relations, and in the Soc:cty 


and Serviceableneſs of our Friends: All the Succets 
we have in our Callings and Employments ond the 


Pleaſure we take in them: All — Joy Which Lebu- 


un has 1 in his gorng out, and 1 in has Tents, is 


what 


. 
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what we have icaſon to acknowledge with Thankſul- 

nels to God's /Praife, „ 
© Yet it is likrly the Day has not paſt without ſome. 
crols Accidents, ſo rething or other has afflicted'and 

diſappointed us, and if it has, yet that mult not in- 
diſpoſe us for Praiſe; howrver il be, yet God ir good; 

and it is onr Duty ex every 1hing to grve 1hanks, and 

to bleſs the Name of the Lord when he takes away, 

as well as when he gives; for our Afflictions are 

but few, and a thouſand Times d:/erved; our Mercies- 
are many, and a thonland Times forjetted. 

2.) We haverealon to be thankſul for che Shadows 
of the Evening, which call ys to retire and lye down. 
the fame Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs that mates: 
the Moruing, makes the Evening alſo to rejoice; and 
gives us Cauſe to be thankfub for the drawing of the 
Curtains of the Night about us in Favour to our Re- 
po/e, as well as for the opening of the Eye · lids of the 
Morning upon us in Favour to our Bu/ne/s. When 
God dirnded between the Light and the Darkneſs, and 
allotted to both of them their Time ſucceſſively, he 
jaw that 2 was good, it ſhould be fo; in a World of 
Mixtures and Change nothing more proper. Let 
us therefore give thanks to that God who forms the 
{rg ht, and creates the Darkne/s ; and believe, that as 
i the Revolutions of Time, fo in the Revolutions 
of the Events of Time, the Darkneſs of Affliction 
may be as needful for us in its Seafon, as the Light of 
Proſperity. If the Hireug longs till the Shadow 
comes, let him be thankful for it when it doth come, 
that the Burthen and Heat of the Day is not perpetual, 
(3.) We have reaſon to be thankful ior a guzet 
 Halitation to hye down in; that we are not driven out 
from among Men as Nebuchadnezzar, to lve down 
2th the Beaſt of the Field ; that tho" we were born 
ite the wild Afſes Colt, yet we have not with the 
vid Afs the Milderneſs for our Mabiialion, and the 
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Deſolate and Barren Land for our Dwelling, Tia 
we are not to wander in Defarts and Mountains, 22 
Dens and Caves of the Earth, as many of God's dear 
Saints and Servants have been forced to do, of who: 
the World was not worthy: But the goud Shepherd 
makes us lye down in green Paſture; That we have 
not, as Jacob, the cold Ground for our Bed, and a 
Stone for our Pillow, which yet one would be con. 
tent with, and covet, if with it one could have his 
Dream. 

(q.) We have reaſon to be thankful tha? we are not 
Forced to fit up; that our Mater not only gives us 
leave to He dom, but orders that nothing thall pre. 
vent our Hing down. Many go 16 bed, but cannot 
ye down! here, by Reaſon of painful and languithing 
Sickneſſes, of that Nature, that if they He down they 
cannot breathe: Our Bodies are of the fame Mouid. 
and it is of the Lord's Merciesthat we are not ſo afflici. 
ed. Many are 4c «i by Sickneſs in their Families; 
Children are ill, and they muſt attend them I! God 
tales Sickneſs away from the Midjt of us and keeps it 
away, fo that no Plague comes near our Dwelling r, « 
numerous Family perhaps, and all well, it is a Mer- 
cy we are bound to be very thankful for, and to va- 
lue in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Afflictior 
where Sickneſs prevails. Many are kept up by the 
Fear of Enemies, of Soldiers, of Thieves: The Goo: 
Man of the Houſe watcheth, that has Houſe may not & 
broken through; but our lying down is not preveni. 
ed or diſturbed by the Alurms of War, we are , 
vered from the Noe of Archers in the Places of Re- 
poſe, therefore ſhould we 3 the righteous A: 
r. Lord, even his 1:ghteous as boards the Inhd- 
bitants of his Villages in Trae), which under his Pro. 
teftion are as ſafe as walied Cities with Gates and 
Bars. When we lye down, let ns tbauk God that 
we may tye down. a 

8 9. Let 
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2, Let us lye down with Thoughts of Death, and 
of that great Change which at Death we mult pals 
under. The Concluſion of every Day thould put 
us in mind of the Concluſion of all our Days; when 
our Argkt comes, our long ghz, which will put 
2 Period to our Work, and bring the honeſt Lacourer 
both to take hi Reft, ant recerue fas Penny. H is 
good for us to think frequently of dying, to think of 
it as oft as we go to ; it will help to-mortify the 
Corruptions of our own Hearts, Which are our dai- 
ly Burthens, to arm us againſt the Tempiations of 
the World, which are our Gaily Snares; it will wean 

us from our daily Comforts, and make us ealy under 

our daily Croſſes and Fatigues. It is good for us:to 
ihink /amr/tary of dying, to think of it as our going 
to Bed, that by thinking often of it, and thinking 
t/:us of it, we may get above the Fear of it. 

(1.) At Death we ſhall retire, as we do ut Bed-lume * 
we ſhall go to be private for a while, till the publica 
Appearance at the great Day; Man Hell down, and 
re/eth not till the Heavens be no more; tilb then tic 
hail not awake, nor be raiſed out of their fle, Job. 

«iv. 12. Now we go abroad to e and dt ren, and 
o no higher Purpoſe do ſome ſpend their Day, tpend 
their Life; but when Death comes, there is an Fut! 
_ ot both; we thall then ee no more in this World, | 
ſhall behold Man no move; Iſa. xxxviii. 11, we ſhall 
then be /cen no more; the Eye of him that hath geen mo, 
ſhall fee me no more; Job. vii. 8. we ſhall be e 
the Grave, and cut off from all liting. Tor die is to 
bid good Mi to all our Friends, to put a Period to 
our Convertition with them; we bid them Farewell, 
hutbleſſed be God, it is not ati Eternal Farewell. We 
hope to meet them again in the Morning of the Re- 
Jurreftion, to part no more. 5 
(2.) At Death. we frat! pu, oF the, Body, as we put 
off our Cloathes when we he down. The Soul is 
1 12 the 
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tke Man, the Bod is but Shas at Death we he! 
be wnc/othed, the 2artk/y Howe of 1 Tabernacle 15 
be diotwed, the Garinent ot the Body ſhall be jaid 


aſide: Death ftrips vs and” ſends us nated out of 
the World, as we ca:nv into it ; ſtrips the Soul of 


all the Difguiſes wherwcin it appeared before Men, 
that it may appear naked and oper belure God, Our 
\G#avecclothrs are Night-clothes. 

When we are weary and fot, our Clothes are > 
Burthen, and we are very willing to throw them off 
are not ca till we are undry/ed; thus we that ar; 
in Tabernacle do groan being burthened; but when 
Death ſrees the Soul from. the Load and Encum- 
brance ofthe Botly, which hinders its Repole in its 


ſpiritual Satisfaftions; how eaſy it will be? Let us 


#24 then of putting of the Body at Death with as 
much Pleafure, as we do of putting off our Clos les at 
Night; be as lag to thenr as. we are to our Clothes; 


aud Comfort ourſelves withthis Thought, that tho“ 
we are unclotled at Death if we be clothed with 


Chriſt and his Grace, ar {knot l he Joxnd 3 
but be cloathed upon wth Inmortakity. We hare ne 


Clothes a making, which ſhall be ready to put on 
next Morning, a g/or.ous Body like Chriit” s, inſtead 
0 a nil Boy like the Beaſts. Ty; 


4 .) At Death we ſhall He n 2d the Grave, 4 
our Ned. ſhall Ive down en the Duſt ; Job. xx. 15. 


| To thofe that die in Sin andimpennent, the Grace 
is a Dungeon, their Iniquities which are _ thas 


Bones, and which Lye down 1th them, make it lo; 
but1o thoſe that die in Chriſt, that dic tin Tutti, i. 


is a Bed, a Bed of left, where there is no 70 Hang 


toand fro until i Darin of the Day as ſometimes 


"there ate upon tlie eaſieſt Beds we have in this 
World; where there is no Danger of being /ca: e« 
with Dreams, and ters raed with 7 1frons of the N. 91; 
_— is no being 8 wth Hain on that Bed: or 


7 5 \- 


- 
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the Muititudes of the Bones with firong Pain. It is the 
Priveledge of thoſe who while they Ve wall in ther 
Uprightne/s, that when they die they enter into Peace, 
and reſt in their Beds, Iſa. lvii. 2. Holy Fob com- 
forts himſelf with this, in the Midſt of his Agomes, 
that he ſhall ſhortly make hes Bed in the Darkneſs, 
and be eaſy there. It is a Bed of Roſes, a Bed of 
Spices to all Believers ever Gonce he lay in it, who 
is the Ro/e of Sharon, and the Lilly of: the Fat 


Say then of thy Grave, as thou doſt of thy Bed 


at Night, there the weary are at reſt; with this fur» 
ther Conſolation, that thou ſhalt not only ret there, 
but 5 thence ſhortly, abundantly refreſhed ; halt be 
called up io meet the Beloved of thy Soul, and te 
to be for ever with him; thalt riſe to a Day which 
will not renew thy Cares, as every Day on Earth doth, 
but /ecure to thee unmixed and everlaſting Zoys. 
How comfortably may we lie down: at Mig, it ſuch 
Thoughts as thete lie down with us ? and how com- 
ſurtably may we he down at Death, if we have ac- 
cuſtomed ourſeives to ſuch Thoughts as theſe. 
Let us lie down with Penttent Reflections upon 
the Sins of the Day paſt. Praiſing God and Delight- 


ing ourſelves in him is ſuch pleaſant Work, and {6 


much the Work of Angels, that methinks it is Pity 
we ſhould have any Thing «/e to do; bur the Truth 
k, we make other Work for ourſelves by our own Fol- 
Iy that is not fo plea/ant but abſoluicly need/ul; and 


that is Repeatance, While we are at Night /olactag. 


227 ſelves in God's Goodneſs, yet we mult intermix 
therewith the aff:iding of our/elves ſo our Own Bad- 


nels ; both. matt have their Place in us, and they 
will very well agree togetiier; for we mult take gur 


Work before us. | 


.) We mulſtobe conninted of ut, that we art fil! 
conttactiag Guilt ; we carry corrupt Natuies abeilt 
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tions, and arcomodated ourſelves to the Vl! ©! 
. Godin every Event ol Providence. By doing ins 
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with us, which. are bitter Roots that bear Call 3 
Wormeved, and ail we ſay or do is embittered by 
them. In mann Things we all offend, inſomuch that 


there ts mot a uf Man upon Earth that doth” gout 
and fins not. We are in the Midſt of. a detiling 
World, and cannot keep ourſelves perfectly 2 


ted from it. If we ſay we have no Sin, or that we 
have paſt a Day and have not ſinned, we deceive o. 
ſelves, for if we know the Truth by ourſeloes, we ſhall 
lee Cauſe to cry, Who can under ſtand has Errors? 
£ {-an/e us from cur /ecret Faults ; (Faults which we 
ourielves are not aware of, We ought to aim at a 
ſinleſs Perfection, with as fri a Watchfulneſs ax 
il we could attain it: But after all muſt acknowledge, 
that we, come. ſhort Of it; that ze have not yet d.. 
tained, neither are already perſect. We find ii by c n. 
fant fad Experience, for it is certain we do eng 
every Day lo bring us upon our Knees at Night. | 
(a.) We mult examine our Conſcꝛences, that we 
may Gnd out our pariicular Tranſgrefſions the Day 


a 4. Let us every Night arch and try our . 


our Thovghts, Words, and Aftions, compare t! en 
with-the Rule of the Word, look our Faces in that 


Glaſs, that ve may fee our Spo's; and may be par. 


ticular in the Ark nos odgme nt of them. It will be 
od ior us to afk, # rat have. we done this Day! 
ha Have wedone amis? What Duty bave we 
negletted ? Wel falie Stepthave we taker ? H OV: 
have we ceriied it in our Callings, in our Conse! 
Have we, done the Duties of dur particular Kala. 


Py 
01 


frequently we ſhall grown our Acgu ain an wrt! 
oufſelues, than which nothing «will not cont; ibute 
mere to our Sdul's Proſperity, 

g.) We mum venerour Repentance for whatever we 


Grd has been ails 1 in us, ON has been ard or done 
aniiis 
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amiſs by us. We muſt be /orry for it; and ſadly lament 
it, and take ſhame to ourſelves for it, and give Glo- 
ry to God by making Confeſſion. If any Thing appear 
% have been wrong more than ordinary, that muſt 

be particularly bewailed ; and in general, we mult 
de mortified for our Sins of daily Infirmity, which 
we ought not to think ſlightly of, becauſe they are 


returning daily, but rather be the more aſhamed of 


them, and of that Fountain within, which cats out 
the/e Waters. 3 


It is good to be ar in renewing our Repen- 


tance; before the Heart be hardened by the De- 


ceitfulneſs of Sin. Delays are dangerous: Green 


Wounds may ſoon be cured, if taken in Time, but 
if they flank and are corrupt, as the Plalmiſt com- 
plains, Pſalm xxaviu, 5. It is our Fault and Foliy, 
and the Cure will be difficult. Tho' through the 
Weakneſs of the Fleſh we et es Sin daily, if we 
get up again by renewed Repentance at Night, we 
are not, nor ought we to think ourſelves utterly ca/t 
down. The Sin that humbics us, ſhall not rum 
2. | | | Th * 5 | 
(4. We mult make a freſi Application of the Blood 
of Chriſt to our Souls jor the Remuſſion-of our Sins, 
and the gracious Acceptance of our Repentance. 
We muſt not think that we have need of Chriſt only 
at our firſt Converſion to God; No, we have daily 
Need of him, as our Advorate with the Father, and 
therefore as fuch he always appears in the Preſence 
of God for us, and attends continuddly io this very 
Jing. Even our Sins of daily Infirmity would be 
our Ruin, if he had not made Satisfaction for. them, 
and did not ſtillf make Imerceſnon for us. He that 
% wafhed, fil} needeth to wafe s Feet, from the 
Filch he conratts in every Step; and bieſſed be 
God there is a Fountain opened for us to waſh in, 
and it is always oe. 1 144 
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| 104 How to Cloſe the Day with God, 
© (5:) We mult apply ggg to the Throne of 


Grace for Peace and Pardon. Thoſe that reper: 
muſt pray, that the Thought of their Hearts may be 
forgiven them, Acts viii. 22. And it is good to be 
particular in our Prayers for the Pardon of Sin; 
that as Hannah faid concerning Samuel, For uit, 
Child I prayed; ſo we may be able to ſay, for t- 
N this prayed; However, the Fubh- 
cans Prayer in general, is a very proper one fo. 
each of us to He down with, Cod be merc1ful to m:- 2 
A 2 

4. Let us lie down with humble Supplications for 

the Mercies of the Night. Prayer is as necellary in 
the Evening, as it was in the Morning, tor we have 
the fame Need of the divine Favour and Care, to 
make the evening Out-g9:ngs to rejoice, that we had to 
beautify thoſe in the Com: 

(1.) We muſt pray, that our outward Man may 
be under the Care of God's Holy Angels, who are 
the Minzflers of his Providence. God hath pomiſed. 
that he will gzve kts Angel; Charge concerning thoſe 
who make the moſt High ther Refuge, and that they 
ſhall pitch therrTents round about them and deltocr 
them ; and what he hath promiſed, we may and 

muſt pray or; not as if God needed the Service . 
the Angels, or as if he did himſelf gut all the Care 
of his People, and turn it over to them But it ap- 
pears by Abundance of ſcripture Proofs, that they 
are employed about the People of God, whom e 
takes under his ſpecial Protection, tho' they are no! 
ben, both for the Honour of God by whom they air : 
charged, and for the Honour of the Saints / / 

1 um they are charged. It was the Glory of y0/-- 

4 mon Bed, that racers valtant Men were about it. 0 

1 of the valiant oN rael, all holding Swords, because of 1 
i car in the Night. Cant. iii. 7, 8. But much 1 

more hunourably and comfortably are all true Be- 8 
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ev ers attended, for tho' they lie never ſo meaitly, they 
have Hoſts of Angels ſurrounding their Beds, and 
by the Minillration of good Spirits are preſerved 
{om malignant S) #2 But Cod will for this be en- 

guired of by the Houſe of Jjrael; Chriſt himſelf muſt 
85 the Father, and he will ſend to his Relief Le- 
ions of Angels, Mat. xxvi. 5g. Much more 
Reaſon have we to /f, that it may, be given us. 

2.) We mult pray, That our inward Man may be 
wader the Influences of has holy Spirit, who is the 5 
thor and Fountain of 4zs Grace. As public Ordinan- 


c:5 are Opportunities in which the Spirit works upon 
the Hearts of Men, and therefore when we attend 
on them, we muſt pray for the Spirit's Operations. 
ſo are prevate. Reterements,, and therefore we mult 
put up the ſame Prayer, when we enter upon them. 
We f nd, that 2x Numbering upon the Bed, God 
openeth the Ears of Men, and Heateth their Inſtructi- 
on, Job xxxlii. 45, 16. And with this David's 
Experienzes concur, he found that God vita htm 
in the Night, and tried dim, and fo diſcovered him 
to himſelf, Pſalm xvii. 3. Aud that God gave him 
Counjet, and his Reins enflrudted ham in the Negtt- 
feafon, and ſo ke e himſelf to him, Plalm 
xvi. 7. He found that was a proper Sealon for re- 
memoering God, and meditating upon him; and in 
orcler to our due [Improvement of this praper Sealon 
tor converſing with, God in Solitude, we need the 
powerful and benign Influences of the bleſſed Spirit, 
Roy therefore when we his down we ſhould ear- 
neſtly pray for, and humbly ut ourſelves under, and 
1 Init ourſelves fo, How God's Grace may work 
upon us, when we are afleep we know not; the 
Soul will act in a State of Scparation from che Bo- 


dy, and how far it do, aft e on che 


Body when the bodily Senſes are ail locked up, we 


-annot ſay, but are ſure, that the Spirit of the Lord 
7.5 
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ts not bound; we have reaſon to pray, not only that 
our Minds may not be either d2/?urbed or polluted by 


evil Dreams, in which, for ought we know, evil 
Spirits ſometimes have a Hand, but may be initruQ. 
ed and quieted by good Dreams, which F!utarc/ 
reckons among the Evidences of Increafe and Pro- 
ficiency in Virtue, and on which the good Spuit 


| has an Influence. I have heard of a good Mar that 
uſed to pray at Night for good Dreams. 


- Secondly, When we lay us down, our Care and 
Endeavour muſt be to lay us down in Peace. It is 
promiſed to Abra/iam, that he ſhall go to his Grave 


ꝛn Peace, Gen. xv. 15. and this Promiſe is ſure to 


all his ſpiritual Seed, for the End of the upright 


Man ts Peace; Joſtah dies in Peace, tho' he is killed 


in a Battle; now as an Earneſt of this let us every 
Night lie down in Peace. It is threatened to the 
Wicked, that they (hall die down in Sorrow, Tia. J. 
11. It is premiſed to the Righteous, that they £131! 


lie down, and none /hall make them afraid, Lev. xxvi. 


6. Job xi. 19. Let vs then enter into this Reſt, (his 


bleſſed Sabatiſm, and take care that we come no! 
ſhort of it. 0 


1. Let us lie down in Peace with God ; for win 
out this there can be no Peace at all; there 75 vo 
Peace, ſaithi my God, to the Wicked, whom God is 
War with. A State of Sin is a State of Ent: 
againſt God; they that continue in that State arc 
under the Wrath and Curſe of God, and cannot 


down in Peace; What have they to do with Peace 


Haſten therefore (Sinner) haſten to make thy Peace 


with God in Jeſus Chriſt, by Repentance and Falch, 


take hold on kts Strength, that thou mayeſt malie fragt 
with him, and thou ſhalt make peace, N Fury is no! 


with ſum. Conditions of Peace are offered, con. 


ſent to them; cloſe with him who is our Peace; 


take Chriſt upon Ig own Terms, Chriſt upon an- 
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ſexyms. Defer not to do this; dare not to lee in 
that Condition, in which thou dareft not ate, ½ 
cape for thy Life, look nut behind thee. Acquaint now 
thy/eif with him, now preſently, and be at Peace, and 
thereby this good jrall come unto thee, thou ſhalt hi: 
down in Peace. 

Sin is ever and anon making Michie between 
God and our Souls, provoking God againlt_ us, 
alienating us from God, we therefore need to be 
every Night mkeng peace, reconciling ourſelves to 
him and to his Holy Will, by the Agency of his 
Spirit upon us, and begging of him to be reconciled 
o us, through the Interceſſion of his Son for us; 
that there may be no Diſtance, no Strangenels be- 
tween us and God, no interpoling Cloud to hinder. 
his Mercies from coming down upon us, or our 
Prayers from coming up unto him. Being juſtified 
oy Faith, we have this Peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chrijl, and then we may not only lie 
down in Peace ; but we rejoice in Hope of the Glory of 
God, Let this be our firit Care, that God have no 
Q uarrel with us, nor we with him. 3 

2, Let us he down in Peace with all Men; we are 
concerned to go zleep, as well as to go to die 2 Cha- 
e. Thoſe that converſe much with the Worid 
can ſcarce paſs a Day, but ſomething or other hap- 
pens that is provekng, ſome Affront is given them, 
lome Injury done them, at leaſt they ſo think; 
when they retire at Night and reflect upon it, they 
de apt to magnifv the Offence, 9 white they 
are mufeng on it !ne Frre burns, their Reſentmenis 
tile, and they begin to ſay, I will do /o to him 


as tie has done to me, Prov. xxiv. 29. Then is 
ihe Time of grepentng the Paſſion into a rooted 


Malice, and med:tating Revenge; then therefore 
e Wiidom and Grace be ſet on work, to exting uh 
Shi. 1 0 . ; 1 2 . 

'u1s Fire from Hell before it get Head, then let this 
200t of Bitierneſs be killed and plucked up; and 
let 
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let the Mind be diſpoſed to forgive the Injury, and 
to think well of, and wifh well to him that did it, If 


others incline to quarre] with us, yet let us reſolve 


not to quarrel with them. Let us-refolve that 
whatever the Affront or the Injury was, it ſhall 
neither d4/quze! our Spirits, nor make us to fret, which 
Peninnrak aimed at in provoking Hannah, 1 Sam. 
i. 6. nor /owr or embitter our Spirits, or make us 


peeviſh and /piteful : But that we fill love of, 


and love our Nezhbours as owr/elves, and theie. 


fore not by harbouring Malice, do any Wrong to 


owr/elves or our Neighbour. And we ſhall find i: 
much eaſiear in it ſelf, and much more pleaſant in 
the Reflection to /2rgeve twenty Injuries than to 
avenge one. | „ | 
That it ſhould be our particular Care at Night, to 


reconcile ourſelves to thoſe who have been injurious 
to us, is intimated in that Charge, Eph. iv. 26. 


Let not the Sun go down _ your Wrath, If your 


Paſſion has not cooled before, let it be abated by the 


cool of the Evening, and quite + 5; op with the 
Jetting Sun. You are then to go ta Be. 
lie down with theſe unmortified Paſſions boiling in 


4, and if you 


your Breaſts, your Soul zs among Lions, you lie 
down in a Bed of Thorns, in a Neſt of Scorpions. 
Nay, ſome have obſerved from what follows im:me- 


diately, Neither g ide place to the Devil, v. 27. That 


thoſe who go tobed in Malice, have the Devil for their 


Bed fellow. We cannot lie down at Peace with God, 


unleſs we be at Peace with Men; nor in Faith pray 
to be forgiven, unleſs we forgive. Let us therefore 


5 Ptudy the Things that make for Peace, for the Peace 


of our own Spirits, by living as much as in us lies 


peaceably with all Men. I am for Peace, yea, tho 


they are for War. 

Let us lie down in Peace w7th ourſelves, with ou! 

Minds, with a ſweet Compoſedneſs of Spirit aud 
3 e * Emoyment 


— 
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Enjoyment of ourſelves ; R-turn unto thy Reſt, O my 1 
Soul, and be eaſy; let nothing d:/furb my Soul, = 
my Dacia. 4 dS 1; „ 1 

But when may we ke down in Peace ? at Night... 9 
1. If we have by the Gtace of God in ſome Mea. _ 


ſure done the Work of the Day, and juled it up with, | 
Duty. we may then Ge down in Peace at Night. It : 
we have the Teſtimony of our Conſciences for us, 
that 2x Srmplicity and godly Sincerity, not with: fieſh- . 
ly Wiſdom, but by the od of God we have this Day. 
aad our Converſation in the Morld, that we have done, 
ſome good in our Flaces, ſomething that Will turn. 1 
to a good Account; if our Hearts do not reproach 8 
uz with a Diem perdidi, Alas I have loſt a Day; or, 1 
with that which is worſe, the ſpending of that Time 
in the Service of Sin, which ſhould have been ſpent, 
in the Service of God; but if on the contrary we, 
| have abode with God, have been in his Fear, and 
waited on him all the Day logg, we may then di 
down in Peace, for God ſaith, Well done, good am 
faithful Servant ; and the Steep of the labouring Man, 
of the labouring Chriſtian zs /weet, very ſweet, when 
he can fay, as I am a Day's Journey nearer my 
End, ſo I am a Day's Work fitter for it. Nothing 
will make our Bed-chambers pleaſant, and our Beds 
ealy, like the Witneſs of the Spirit of God with our 
Spirits, that we are going forward for Heaven ; and 
a Con/ctence kept void of Offence, which will be not 
only a continual Feaſt, but a continual Reſt. =, 
2. J, we have by Faith and Patience, and Sub- 
miſſion to the divine Will reconce/ed our/elves to all. 
ne Events of the Day, ſo as to be uneaſy at nothing 
that God has done, we may then lie down in Peace 
at Night. Whatever hath fallen out cro/s to us, it 
{hall not fret” us, but we will 42/5 the Rod, take up 
the Croſs and fay, All is well that God d Thus 
we mull in our 8 keep Poſſeſſion of our own 
Souls, and not ſuffer any Aftliction to put us 0 - 
>" | 1 
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the Pgſſeſſon of them. We have met with Diſap- 
ointments, in Huſbandry perhaps, in Trade, at Se 
Pebiors rove inſolvent, Creditors prove ſevere, 
but this and the other procerdeth from the Lord, 
there is a Providence in it, every Creature is what 
God makes it to be, and thereſore I am dumb, 7 ot» 
not my Mouth : That which plea/eth God, ought not 
3. If we have renewed our Repentance for lim, 
and made e e of the Blood of Chrijt 10 
our Souls for the purifying of our C * we 
may then lay us us dun in Peace. Nothing can 
break in upon our Peace but Sin, that is it that trov- 
Bles the Camp; if that be taken away, there ſhall 19 
Evil befall uc. The Drhabitant, tho' he be far trom 
well, yet ſhat! not ſay I am fich, ſhall not complain 
of Sickneſs, for 1 dwell te ae be 
_forgiventherr Iniguity, Ta, xxxiii. 22. The Par- 
don of din has enough in it to Balance alt our Griete, 
and therefore to /i/ence all our Complaints; a Man 
cb of the Pal/y, yet has reafon to be eaſy, nay, and 
10 be of goon Cheer, if Chtiſt faith to him, Thy Sins 
are 3 i cher; and I am thy Salvation. 
4. Ji we have put ourſelves under the ditune Pro. 
tion for the enſuing Night, we may then lay vs 
\ gown in Peace, If by Faith and Prayer, we have 
run into the Name of the Lord as our ſtrong Tower, 
Have fled to take ſhelter under the Shadow of hs 
Wings, and made the Lord our Refuge and our Ha- 
bitation, we may then ſpeak Peace to our/elves, lor 
God in his Word fpeaks Peace to ut. If Darid has 
an Eye to the Cherutins, between which God is ſaid 
to deoell, when te faith, Palm Ivii. 1. In tie 
8hadow of thy Wings will 1 make my Refuge ; yet 
certainly he has an Eye to the Similſitude Chrift 
Oy makes uſe of, of a Hen pathering her Chickens under 
1.7 ter Wings, when he faith, Pfahn Ixxxxi. 4. Viet 
= - | hat 
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ali caver thee with hus-Featkers, and under his Wings 
all thou truſt; and the Chickens under the 
W nge of the Hen are not only /ufc, but warm and 
5 Ma If we have caft al our Cares for the Day follow- 
ing upon God, we may then lay us down in Peace. 
Taking thought for the morrow is the great Hindrauce 
of our Peace in the Night; let us but learn to live 
without diſquieting Care, and to refer the Iſſue of: 
all Events to that God who may and can do what he 
will, and will do what is beſt for thoſe that love and 
fear him; Father thy Mill be done, and then we 
make ourſelves eaſy. Our Saviour preſſeth this 
very much upon his Diſciples, not to perpjex them 
ſelves with Thoughts what they ſhall eat, and what 
they ſhall drink, and wherewthal they \ ſhall be cloathed, 
becauſe their heavenly Father knows that they have 
need of the/e Things, and will ſee that they be ſup- 
plied. Let us therefore caſe ourſelves of this Bur- 
then, by caſting it on him who caretk for us; what: 
need e care, and we care io. 3 
Thirdly, Having laid ourſelves down in Peace, we 
muſt compo/e ourſelves to ſleep. I. undi lay me doun 
and Sleep: The Love of fle tor ſleeping Sake, is 
the Character of the S!uggerd, but as it is Nature's 
Phyſic for the reccuiting of its weary Powers, it is 
to be looked upon as a Mercy equal to that of our 
food, and in its Scalon to be received with Thank- 
ulneſs. | „ 
1 And with ſuch Thoughts as theſe We may go to 
Mleep. 
1. What poor Bodies are theſe we carry avout with 
«us, that call for Reſt and Relief ſo often, that are ſo 
. foon tired even with doing nothing, or next to no- 
thing. It is an Honour to Man above the Beaſts, 
that he is made to go ere, Os Homini ſublime dedet, 
It was Part of the Serpent's Curle, on thy Belly, {lair 
. t | the 
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' Nay, Sleep is ipoken o 
_ Saints, | | 
$1 | Sleep. The godly Man hath the Enjoyment of tha! 
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"thou go; yet we have little Reaſon to boaſt of this 


'Bonour, when we obſerve how little a while we can 


fant upright, and how ſoon we are burthened with 
our Honour, and are forced to {ye down. The Pow. 
ers of the Soul, and the Senſes of the Body, are our 


"Honour, but it is mori to conſider, how after 


= few Hours Uſe they are all /ocked up under a total 
Diability of acting. and it is neceffary they ſhould 
be fo. Let not the Wi/e-man glory in hi Wiltom, or 
the flrong Man in his Strength, ſince they both lye 
for a fourth Part of their Time utterly bereft of 
Strength and "Wiſdom, and on a Level with the 


. 


weak and fooliſh. © 


2. What a /ad hing ts it to be under a Neceſſity 
of long fo rauch precious Time as we do in Sleep 
That we ſhould Ive ſo manv Hours every four and 
twenty, in no Capacity at all of ſerving Cod or our 
Neighbour, of doing any Work of Picty or Charity. 
Thoſe that conſider how ſhort our Time is, and 
hat n great deal ot Work we have to do, and how 
laſt the, Day of, Account haflens on, cannot but 
mudye to” /pend fo much Time in Sleep, cannot but 


*aviſh 10 ſpend as little as may be in it; cannot but 
'hequickened by it to redeem Time when tlicy are 


wake, and cannot but long to be there where there 
hal] be no Need of Sleep, but they ſhall be as thc 
tngels of Cod, and never reſt Day or Night from 
the bleſſed Work of praifing God. As 


g. at a good Maſter do we ſerve, that allows 15 


Time for Slerp and furnfheth us with Conventences ſor 
it, and makes it refreſhing and reviving to us? By 


this it appears, the Lord is for the Body, and it is 4 
\ or Reaſorr why we ſhonid prom our Bodies to 


im as living Sacrifices, and glorify him with them, 


[7 


falm \c&xrit.. 2. So he give, his Feloted 


Fas given by Promiſe to the. 
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In a A Refignation to God, which the worldly - 
Man labours in vain for, in the eager Purſuit of the: 
World. What a Difference is there between the 
Sleep of a Sinner that is not ſenſible of his being 
within a Step of Hell, and the Sleep of a S, chat 
has good Hopes, through Grace, of his being icin 
F Sep of Heaven ; thai is the Sleep God gipes to iir 
beloved. | | 
4. How prteous is the. Caſe of hoſe from toliaſe 
Ext feeep departs, through Pain of Body, orAnguitts 1 
of Mind, and to whom zwear;fome Nights are ahi. 
ed; who when they lie down, ſay, When ſhall we 
arte? And who are thus made a Terror: to tem- 
ves. It was ſaid, that of all the inhumane Tor- 
tures uſed by thoſe whom the Frexck King employed 
to force his Proteſtant Subjects to renounce their 
Religion, none ꝓrevailed more, than keeping them 2 
by Violence long waking. When we find how © 
earneſtly Nature craves Sleep, and how much it is 
refreſhed by it; we ſhould think with Compaſſion of 
thoſe, who, upon any Account, want that and other 
Comforts which we enjoy, and pray ſor in. 
6. How ung rateſul me kave been to the God of our 
Mercies, in 2 Heng Sleep, which is ſo great a Sup- 
port. and Comlort to us, 10 de our: Hindrance in that * 
which ig go. AS when it has been the Grallbes- 8 
tion of our Sleth and Lazmeſs, when it has kept us 
from our Hour of Prayer in the Morning, and diſ- - 
fitted us for our · Hur of Prayer at Night; ve when 
we have ſlept unſcaſenably in che Worſhip of God; 
as Hitychug, when Faul was preaching; and the 
Difriples, when, Chriſt was in his Agony at Prayer. 
Haw juſtly might we r of the Comfort of 
Yee „ and npbraided wh this as the provoking * 
Caule of it? What! Could ye not watth with me one 
Hour ? Thoſe that would Sleep, and cannot, muſt 
think how oſten they /hould ave kept awake, ant © | 
r would not,: * K. © 6. Ne 


if 
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4-8 1 7 * now one Day fo 10 ke eau we ha 
in the Morning: The Thread of Time is winding 
off apace, its Lan are running down, and, as Time 
goes, Eternity comes; it is haſtning on; our Days 
are fbi ter than a Weaver's Shutile which paſſeth 
and” repaſſeth lin an Inſtant: And what do we of 
the Work of Time? What Forwardneſs are we in 
5 to give up our Account? O that we could always 
go to Sleep with Death upon our Thoughts, how 
would it quicken us to improve Time! It wout! 
make obr Sleep not the lefs de/rr-able, but it would 
make our D&th much the lets e 
7. To thy Glory, O God, I now go to flach; in fie 
ther we eat, or drink, yea, or /{cep, for that is inc lu- 
ded in, = PIG ze 5 o, we mu 4⁰ it fo the Glory 
of Cod." Why do T go to ſleep now, but that my 
Body may be fit to ſerve my Soul, and able for 2 
While to hee 75 Peace with it in the Service of God to 
Morrow ? Thus common Actions, by being direct. 
ed towards our great End, are done after a God!y 
Sort, add abound to our Account: And thus ihe 
Advantages we have by them are ſanctified to us; 
20 the pure all-Things are pure, and whether we wal: 
tere we live together with Chriſt, 1 Theff, v. 10. 
. To thy Grace, O God, and to the Word of thy 
"Grace do | my/elf. Ir is good to fail e, 
with a freſh Surrender of our whole ſelves, Body, 
Soul, and Spirit, to God: Now return to God 3s 
"ty Rt, O my Soul, for he has dea/t bountifully 70it) 
ler; thus we ſhould . the Keeping of ou: 
Souls to him, faliing g 11 as David did, Plalm xxxi. 
. with, into thy Hands I commit my Spirit; aud 
as Stepſien did, Lord efas receive my Spirits Sleep 
doth not only rejermble Death, but is ſometimes 71 
"Inlet to it; many go to ſleep and never awake, but 
| ow the Sleep of Death, which is a good Reaſon why 
Ti 15 


ve ould, 80 to fleep with dy:ng has, and put 
ourſciies 


maleſt me do dwell in Safety. David takes notice of 


ourſelves under the prote Alon of a Ading God, and 


then ſudden Death will be no Surprize to us. 
9. O that when I awake / may be ftill with God; 

that the Parentheſis of Sleep, tho' on may not break 

off the Thread of my Communion with God, but 


that as ſoon as l awake I may re/ame it. O that when 


I awake in the Night, I may have my Mind turned 


to good Thoughts, may remember God upon my Bed, 
who then is at my right Hand, and to whom the 
| Darkne/s and the Light are both alike ; and that L may 
ſweetly med:tate upon him in the night Watches; that 


thus even that Time may be redeemed, and improved 
to the belt Advantage, which otherwiſe 1s in Dan- 


ger not only of being loft in vain Thoughts, but miſ- 
pent in 1d ones. O that when I awake in the Mor- 
ning, my firſt Thoughts may be of God, that with 


them my Heart may be ſeaſoned for all Day. 
10. O that 1 may enter into a better Reft than that 


which I am now entering upon The Apoſtle fpeaks 


of a Re, which we that have believed ao enter into, 


even in this World, as well as of a Reſt which in 


the other World remazns for the People of God. Heb. 


iv. 4, 9. Believers rt irom Sin and the World, 
1 they reſt in Chriſt, and in God through Chriſt ; they 


enjoy a Satisfaction in the Covenant of Grace, and 
their Intereſt in that Covenant: IA 25 my Reft for 
ever, here will duell. They enter into this Ark, 


and there are. not only /afe, but ea/y. Now, O that 
I might enjoy this Reſt while I live, and when I 
die, might enter into fo:nething more thauReſt even 


tie Foy of my Lord, a Fulne/s of Foy. 
Fourtily, We maſt do all this in @ belieteng De- 
pendance upon God and Ns Power, Providence and 


Grace. Therefore I lay me down in Peace, and com- 


poſe myſelf to of becauie thou, Lord, keepeſt 


me, and aſſureſt rae that thou doſt lo; Thou, Lord, 


God's 
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God's compaſſing his Path, aud his {yt ng Swe. as 


he ob/erves, Pſalm cxxxix. g. He fees-his Eye upor 
him, when he is retired 3 Tr erte. 
none elſe ſees him; when he is in de Dark, and 
none elſe can ſee him. Here he takes notice of 
him, compaſſing his Hying down as his Preſerver ; and 
fees his Hand about him, to protett him from Evil, 
and keep him fafe ; feels lis ere zur to ſup- 
rt him, and to make him caſy: | 
1. Itas by the Power of Cod Providence that we 
are Acht /aje in the Night, and on that Providence 
we muſt depend continually, It is he that pre/cr:-. 
eil Man and Beat, Plalm xxxvi. ©: that upholds al 
Things by the Word of kts Power. That Death which 
dy Sin enteredinto the l orid, would ſoon lay all waſte, 
if God did not ſhelter his Creatures from its Arrotus, 
which are continually flying about. We cannot but 
fee ourſelves expoſed in the Night, Our Bodies 
carry about with them the Seeds of all Diſeaſes; | 
Death it always working in us, a little Thing would 
ſlop the Circulation either of the Blood or the Breath, 
and then we are gone; either never wake, or wake 
under the Arreſts of Death. Men by Sin are ex- 
poſed to one another; many have been murdered in 
their Beds, and many burned in their Beds. And 
our greateſt Danger of all is from the Malice of evil 
Spirus, that go about oy to devour. | 
We are very unable to help ourſelves, and our 
Friends unable to heip us; we ate not aware of the 
Particulars of our Danger, nor can we foreſee which 
Way it will ariſe; and therefore know not where to 
fand upon our guard; or if we did, we know not 
how. When Saul was aileep, he loft his Spear and 
Crufe of Water, ind might as eaſily have loft his 
Head, as Sijera did when he was Ser. by the Hand 
of a Woman, What poor helplefs Creatures arc we, 
and how caſily are we oveicome when Sleep ! 25 
| overcome 
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overcome us? Our Friends are a/i-ep too, and cane. 
not help us. An Hlneſs may ſeize us in the Night, 
which if they be called up and come to us, they 
cannot help us againſt; the molt ſkilful and tender 
are Phyftctans of no Value. V 
It is therefore God's Providence that Protefts us 
Night after Night, his Care, his Goodnels.- That 
was the Hedge about Fob, about him and his Hon, 
and all that he had round about, Job 1, 10. a Hedge 
that Satan himſelf conld not break through, nor 
find a Gap in tho' he traverſed it round. There is 
a 3 Rrotedion which God's People are taken 
under, they are hid in his Pavillon, in the Secret of 
ts Tabernacle, under the Protettion of his Promile, 
Pfalm xxvii. 5. they are his own and dear to him, 
and he keeps them as the Apple of his Eye, Plalm xvii. 
3. He is round about them from henceforth and for- 
ever, as the Mournains are round about Feru/ater; | 
Plalm cxxv. 2. He protects their Habitations a8 
he did the Tents of {a4 in the Wilderneſs, for he 
hath promiſed to create upon every Druellang-place of 
Mount Zion, a. Pillar of Cloud by Day, to ſhelter 
trom Heat; and the Shining of a Flaming-fare, by 
N:oht, to ſhelter from Cold. I la. iv. 5. Thus he 4% 
eh the Ilabitation of the fu, fo that no real Eu 
ſhall befal it, nor any Plague come mgh it. : 
This Care of the Diviue Providence concerning 
us and our Families, we are to depend upon, ſo as to 
look upon noProviſions we make for our on Safety 
ſuflicient, without the Bleſſing of the Divine Provi- 
dence upon it; Except theLordkeep the City, theWatch- 
man waketa but in vain. Be the Houſe never fo 
well built, the Doors and Windows never ſo well 
barred, the Servants never ſo cheartul, never fo 
watchtul, it is all to no Purpoſe, unleſs he that _ 
{jrael, and neter flumbers nor nt, undertakes for 
our Safety ; and if hebe thy Protektor, at De/truttt- 
on 
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on and Famine thou 2 laugh, and /hait know that 
thy Tabernacle ts in Peace, Job v. 22. 24. 
2. It is by the Power of God's Grace that we are 
enabled to h our/elues /afe, and on that Grace 
we muſt continually depend. The Fear of Danger, 
tho groumuleſs, is as vexattous as if it were never ſo 
Juft. And therefore to cotnplete the Mercy of being 
made to dwell 455. it is requiſite that by the Grace 
of God we be delibered from our Fears, (Plalm xxxiv. 
40 as well as for the Things themſelves that we were 
afraid of; that Shadows may not be a Terror to us, 
no more 2 „ | 
If by the Grace of God we are enabled to 4g 


= 


 Confeience void of Offence, and ſtill to preſerve our 
ity ; if Iaiquic be put far away, and no Hick. 


Integrity; 

edve/s A ered to dwell in aur Tabernacles, then full 
ave tft up our Faces without Spot, we ſhall be fec/af 
and not need to fear, Job xi. 14, 15. for Far 
came in with Sin, and goes out with it. 1 our Hearts 
. condemn us not, then have me confidence towards Cod, 


and Man too, and are. made 10 dwell fecure!y, for we 


are ſure _— can hurt us but Sin; and Whatever 
1 


doth harm us, Sin is the Fring of it; and therefore 
if Sin be pardoned and prevented, we need nut {car 
any Trouble. . 5 85 
If by the Grace of God we be enabled to {2ve 5; 
Faith, that Faith which: /ets Cod always before u,, 
that Faith which applies the Prom/es to ourſelves, 
and puts them in Suit at the Throne of Grace, that 
Faith which purzfees the Heart, overcomes the World, 
and guencheth all the fiery Darts of the Wicked-on:, 
that Faith which realizeih unſeen Things, and is the 
Subſtance and Evidence of them: If we be aHed 211 
governed by his Grace, we are Made to dwe!! fafe!y, 
and to bid defiance to Death itſelf, and all its Har- 
bingers, and Terrors; O Death where ts thy Sting ? 
This Faith will not only filence our Fears, but il 
„„ | open 
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open our Lips in Holy Triumphs, 1/ God be for us, 


who can be agernſt us? 


Let us lic down in Peace and fleth, not in the 
Strength of a natural Reſolution againſt Fear, not 
meerly of rational Arguments againſt it, tho' they are 
of good Uſe, but in a Dependance upon the Grace 
of God to work Faith in us, and to fuffill in us the 


te Wort of Faith, This is Being to ſleep {the a Clirrfe 
God's 


tian under the Shadow oi God's Wings, going to 
fleep in Laith; and it will be to us a good Earneſt of 
dying in Faith; for the ſame Faith that will carry us 
chearfully through'the hor? Death of Steep; will carry 
us ſo through the long Sleep of Death. 


For Application. 


Figs See how much it is our Concern ta carry 
our Religion about with us wherever we go, and to 
have it always at our right Hand ; for at every place 
we have occaſton for it, lying down, riſing up, goin 
out, coming in; and thoſe” ate Chriſtians indeet, 
who-conſine not their Religion to the NewMoons and 
the Sabbullis, but bring the Influences of it into all 
the common Actions and Occurrences of Human 
Life. We muſt fit down at our Tables and rife from 
them, lie down in our Beds, and ariſe from them, 
with an Eye to God's Providence, and Promiſe, 
Thus we muſt live a Liſe of Commumon with God, 
even white our Converfation is with the World. 
And in Order to this, it is neceſſary that we have 
#2 ving Principle in our Hearts, a Principle of Grace, 
which like a Well of living Nuter, may be continu- 
ally /prenging uf to Life Eternal, John iv. 14. It is 
neceſſary likewiſe that we have a ,. Eye upon 
0:7 Hearts, and keep them witk al Diligence, that 
we fet a ſtrict Guard upon their Mottons, and have 


our Thoughts more at-Command than I fear moſt. 


Chriſtians 


120 How to Cloſe the Day with. Cod. 


Chriſtians have. See what need we have of the 
conſtant Supplies of divine Grace, and of a Union 
with Chriſt, that by Faith we may partake of the 
Root and Faine/5 of the goodly Olite continually, = 
. Secondly, See what a hidden Life the Life of goo! 
Cirjhans is, and how much it lies from under the 
Eye and Obſervation of the World. The moſt im- 


portant Part of their Buſineſs lies between God and 


their own Souls, in the Frame of their Spirits, and 
G vorking of their Hearts in their Retirements. 


which no | 


cret is ſaid to be with them, for they have Mea! 0 
eat, and Work to do which the World knows not of; 
and Joys, and Griefs, and Cares which a Stranger 
doth not intermeddle with. Great is the Myſtery 7 
ſerious Godlineſss. | „ 
And this is a good Reaſon, why we ſhould look 
upon ourſelves as :z2competent Fudges one of another, 
becauſe we know not others Hearts, nor are Wit 
neſſes to their Retirements. It is to be feared there 
are many .whoſe Religion lies all in the out/de, 
they make a /azr Shew in the Fleſh, and perhaps a 


great Noe; and yet are Strangers to this /ecret Com- | 


munion with God, in which conſiſts ſo much of the 
Power of Godline/5, And on the other Hand, it is 
to be oped, there are many who do not diſtinguiſſ. 
themſelves by any Thing ob/crvabie in their Profe ſſi- 
on of Religion, but pals through the World without 


being talen notice of, and yetconverſe much withGod 


in Solitude, and walk with him in the even conſtant 
Tenor of a regular Devoiion and Coverſation. 145 
Kingdom of Cod comes not with Ob/ervatton. Many 
Merchants thrive by a ſecret Trade, that make no 
Buſtle in the World. It is fit therefore that 2 
Man's Judgement ſhould proceed ſrom the Lord, 


who Anoros Mens Hearts and fees in ſecret. 
1 | i,  Thardly, 


| ye ſees but his that is a/“ He. Juſtly: 
are the Saints called God's hidden ones, and his Sc. 


2 S . 
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Trab, See what Enemies they are to themſelves; 
that continue urder the Power of, dun and carnal 
Mind, and live without God tn the World; Miytitudes 
Ifear thete are, ta whom all that has been: ſar} of ſecret 
Conmunion withGodisacconted as a/trange1hing, 
and'they' are ready to ſay of their Mamiters when 
they ſpeak of it, Do they peak Parables? They lie 
down andriſe up, go out and come in, in the con- 
ant Purſuit either of worldly Profits, or of ſenſual 
Pleaſures; But Cad is not in all therr Thoughts, nor 
in any of them ; they live upon him, and upon the 
Gifts of his Bounty irom Day to Day, but they. have 
.o Regerd to lum, never own their Dependance on 
him, nor are in any Care to ſecure his Favours. 

They that live ſuch a meer amma Lis as this, do 
not only. put a great Contempt! upon Goa, but do a 
great deal of Damage to thempeloes ; they ſtand in their 
own- Light, and deprive themſelves of the moſt ta- 
table Comforts that can be enjoyed on this Side Hee 
ven. What Peace can they have who are not at 
Peace wick Cod? What Satisfaction can they take 
in their Hopes, who build them not upon God the 
everlaſting Foundation? Or in their Joys, who de- 
rive chem not from hun the Fountain of Life and 
living Waters? O that at length they would be wiſe 
tor themſelyes, and remember their Creator, and Be- 
neſactor. | 
Fourthly, See what ca/y pleaſant Lives the People 
Go maght lie, Mit were not (heir own Faults 
There are thoſe who fear God and work Raghteoul= 
neſs, and are accepted of the Lord, but go darooprnge 
and &/con/olate from Day to Day, are full of Cares, 
Fears, and Complaints, and make themſelves always: 
uneaſy ; and it is becauſe they do not live that Lite 
of Delight in God, and Dependance on him, that: 
they might and ſhould live. God has effettually 
den tor their Dwelling at Zaſc, but they. f 
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not ule of that Proviſion lie has laid up for them. 
O chat all who appear to be con/erentious, and are 
ajraid of Sin, would appear to be chearful, and gr, 
of nothing ele ; that all who call God Father, and 
are in Care to pleaſe him, and keep themſelves in 
his Love, would learn to caſt all therr other Care 
upon him, and commit ther ay to him as to a Fa- 
ther. He ſhall chuſe our Inheritance for us, and 


Knows what is beſt tor us, better than we do for our- 
ſelves. Thou ſhalt anſtber, Lord, jor me. It is what 
I have ofien laid, and will abide by, That a holy 


heavenly Life ſhent in the Service of God, and in Com- 
munon with him, is the moſt plenſant comfortable 
Life any Body can tive in this World. 

 Fifthly, See in this, What is the beſt Preparation 


w2 can make for the Changes, that may be before us in 


- COUT preſent State; and that is, to keep up a conſtant 


N and Communion with God, to con- 
verſe with him dazly, and keep up ſtated Times for 


Calling on him, that fo when Trouble comes it may 


find the Mels of Prayer a going. And then may 


we come to God with a humble Boldneſs and Com- 
fort, and hope to ſpeed when we are zn Afton, 
if we bave been no Strangers to God at other Limes, 
but in our Peace and Proſperity had our Eyes ever 
towards him. | Ep 
Even when we arrive to the greateſt Degree of 
Holy Security and Serenity, and % down moſt in 


Peace, yet ſtill we maſt keep up an Expettation of 


Trouble in the Fleſh ; our Eaſe mui} be grounded not 


upon any Stability in the Creature, if it be, we pu? 
a Cheat upon ourſelves, and treature up fo much the 


greater Vexation for ourſelves. No, it mult be built 
upon the Faithfulneſs of God, which is unchangea- 


ble. Our Maſter has told us, In the World you ball 
| have Tribulation, much Tribulation, count upon it, 
2 is only in methat you ſhail have Peace, But if every 


Day 
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Day be to us, as it ſhould be, a Sabbath of Reſt in 
God, and Communion with him, nothing can come 
amiſs to us an) Day, be it never ſo cro/s, 

S:xthly, See in this, What is the beſt Preparation 
we can make jor the unchangeable World, that is brfore 
us. We know God will bring us to Death, and it is 
our great Concern to get ready for it. It ought to 
be the Bulineſs of every Day, to prepare for our 4 
Day, and what can we do becter for ourſelves in the 
Proſpett of Death, than by frequent Retirements for 
Communion with God, to get more looſe from that 
World which at Death we mult /cave, and better ac- 
quainted with that World which at Death we muft 
remove to. By goiry to our Beds as to our Graves, 
we ſhall make Death Jamar to us, and it will be- 
come as eaſy to us to cloſ our Eyes in Peace and die, 
as it uſed to be to clofe our Eyes in Peace and Sleep. 

We hope God will bring us to Heaven ; and by 
keeping up daily Communion with God, we grow 
more and more meet to partaute of that Inheritance; 
and have our Conver/ation in Heaven, It is certain, 
all that will go to Heaven hereafter begin their Hea- 
ren now and have their Hearts there; if we thus 
enter into a /hiritual Reft every Night, that will be 
a Pledge of our bleſſed Repoſe in the Embraces of 
Divine Love, in that World wherein Day and Night 
come to an End, and we ſhall not e Day or NA. 
from praiſing him, who is, and will be our Eier- 


nal Reſt, 
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| Tas the World and learn to die, 


Mr. Flatrnan's HYMN for th © "DB 
POEMS, p. 5 | 


. my Soul! Awake wine Eyes, 
Awake wy drowſy Facultics ; | 
Awake and ſee the new-born Light, 

Spring from the dark ſome Womb of Night, 
Look up and fſec th' unwearied Sun, 
Already las his Race begun; 

The pretty Lark is mounted high, 

And fings her Mattins in the Sky. 

Ariſe my Soul, and thou my Voice, 

In Songs of Praiſe early rejoice! 


- © great Creator, heavenly King ! 


Thy Praiſes let me ever ſing! 


Thy Power has made, thy Goodneis kept, 


This fenceleſs Body while I fept; 
Yet one Day more hait given me, 
From all the Powers of Darkneſs free, 


O keep my Heart ſrom Sin ſecure, 


My Life unblamable and pure; 
That when the Laſt of all my Days is come, 
Chearful and fearleſs I way wait my Doom, 


His ANTHEM er tlic Evening, F. 58. 


Srkkr. downy Sleep! come cloſe mine Ey 08, 
Tir'd with beholding Vanities ! 


Sweet Slumbers, come and chaſe away, 
The Toils and Follies of the Day, 


On your ſoft Boſom will I lic, 
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O 7"ae's watchful Shepherd, ſpread 
Tents of Angels roud my Bed. 
Let not tae Spirits of the Air, 
While I lumber me enſmare ; 
But ſave thy Suppliant free from Harms, 
Claſp'd in thine everlaſting Arms. 
Clouds and thick. Darkneſs is thy Throne, 
Thy woncerful Pavilion; 
O dart from thence a ſhining Ray, 
And then my Midnight ſhall be Day: 
Thus when the Morn in Crimſon dreſt, 
Breaks through the Windows of the aft, 
My Hymns of thankful Praiſes ſhall ariſe, 
Like Incenſe or the Morning Sacrifice, 


- — EY * Þ — * - * 
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Mr. Nulls's Morning H Y MN, Pjaim xix. 
5. 8. apo Exil. 24, 25 2 ** 


Go of the Morning, at whoſe Voice 
The chearful Sun makes hafte io riſe, 
And like a Giant doth rejoice 
Jo run his Journey through the Skies. 


2 From the ſair Chambers of the Eeft 
The Circuit of his Race begins; 
2 And without Wearineſs or Rell 
Round the whole Earth he flies and ſhines, 


30 like the Sun may 1 full 
Ih' appointed Duties of the Day, 
With ready Mind and active Will 
March 2p and keep my heavenly Way, 
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(4 But I ſhal! rove and loſe the Race, 28 
If God my Sun ſhould diſappear, 
And leave me in the World's wild Maze 
To follow every wand' ring Star, 


5 Lord, thy Commands are clean and pure, 
Enlightning our beclouded Eyes, 
Thy Threat'nings juſt, thy Promiſe ſure, 
Thy Goſpel makes the Simple Wiſe.) 


6 Give me thy Counſels for my Guide, 
And then receive me to thy Eliſs; 
All my Defires and Hopes beſide 


Are faint and cole, compac'd with this. 


4n Evening HYM N. P/alm iv. 8. and It, 
5, 6. and cxliii. 8, 


2 — | , 
Lw far the Lord has led me on, 
Thus far his Power prolongs my Days; 
And every Evening ſhall make known 
 Sorac freſh Memorial of his Grace, 


2 Much of wy Time has run to walte, 
And I perhaps am near my Home; 
But he forgives my Follies paſt, 
He gives me Strength for Days to coine, 


3 I lay my Body down to ſlcep, 
Peace is the Pillow for my Head, 
While well-appointed Angels keep 
Their watchful Stations round my Bed, 


| 4 In vain the Sons of Earth or Hel! 


Ley me a thouſand {rightful Things, 
e . 2 8 
3 My 
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My God in Safety makes me dwell 
| Beneath the Shadow of his Wings, 


(5 Faith in his Name forbids my Fear : 
O may thy Preſence near depart ! 
And in the Morning make me hear 
The Love and Kindneſs of thy Heart. 


6 Thus when the Night of Death ſhall come, 
My Fleſh ſhal! reſt beneath the Ground, 
And wait thy Voice to rouſe my Tomb, 

With ſweet Salvation in the Sound.) 


ASO N G for Morning or Evening, Lams 
Ill. 23. Ifa. xlv. 7. 


1 
M. God, how endlels is thy Love? 
Thy Giſts are every Evening new, 
And Morning Mercies from above, 
Gently diſtil like early Dew. 


2 Thou ſpread'ſt che Curtains of the Night, 
Great Guardian of my.fleeping Hours; 
Thy Sovereign Word reſtores the Light, 
And quickens all my drowſy Powers, 


31 yield my powers to thy Command, 
To thee I conſecrate my Days; 

Perpetual Bleſſings from tbine Hand 

Demand perpetual del of Praiſes 


15 


— . ra IA 
* n . o 2 


PA 4. 8 * * * 
e M 


5 


> b « x 
on + * 2 u. 740 4 ». Ys N x N 255 v _- Ep p # v 
N 3 r 
EY * 1 8 D y ENGL. * * $ , oF - , © Oo" rer 


